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HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL 
Parish Office, Village Hall, Horton Road, South Darenth DA4 9AZ 

 
MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on 
5TH June 2023 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm 

 
 
Present:   Cllrs I Blackamore, G Hughes, D Mitchell, T Moyle, C Page, D Pedley,  
  H Rohard, P Rushbrook 
 

Cllr R Gough, KCC 
Cllrs A White and L Ball, District Councillors 
Members of the public: 9 in total, including; M Dunn DRiPS,  P Rowley W.I. 

  
In attendance: L Johnson, Parish Clerk 
 
The meeting started at 7.30pm 
        
43  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
None received. 
 
44 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
None received. 
 
45 MINUTES 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the last meeting held 22nd May 2023 were signed as a true 
record. 
 
46 MATTERS ARISING 
131 2022 Calendar: 
Strip of Land on East Hill/Paddock Close – awaiting response. Rec’d and replied to SDMC 10 Mar 
22 guarantee of open space.25 May 23 SDMC happy for PC to take over land with caveat. 
186 Q’s from Public and Correspondence: 
Wait for date from Jennifer Smith, DVLPS re date for river path site visit. Chased 3 May 
191 KCC Highways HIP: 
GH to Collate video and factual evidence, Clerk to write to KCC and c.c. R Gough. In progress 
15 FOI Publication Scheme: In progress 
20 Calendar of Polices: Master copy and distribute to all Cllrs. In progress 
23 ROS Matters: to be referred back to ROS Committee for next meeting. 

47 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC and CORRESPONDENCE 
With reference to the St. Georges day fete report. Mrs P Rowley, W.I. read out her reply 
 
Parish council meeting 5 June 2023 from WI 
Last month WI sent a letter to the Parish Council with some feedback and a query on the 2023 St 
George’s Day Fete. (I believe the Counsellors have a copy though I can read it out if needed). 
Unfortunately due to a mix up of scheduling and my naivety of the rules of this meeting it was not 
dealt with. 
At first WI thought they had received a reply from Councillor Mitchell but having considered this at 
length we concluded that this was a report on the fete and not intended as a reply. (Annual Meeting 
Minutes 22 May 23 Appendix 1) 
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In essence our feedback was over the possibility for future events to have both entrances to 
Heathside open to allow for easier and less congested access and egress to the site. Also, for the 
more physical events to be slightly more separated from the sedentary stalls. This was due to our 
experiences on the day which we are happy to provide details of if necessary. Our comments were 
merely to aid future event planning. 
Our query was over the catering for the day which WI have performed for several years. It is my 
understanding that initially there was no catering then WI and Royal British Legion took turns and 
latterly only WI have provided tea, coffee, cakes and rolls. I am not sure at what point the Scouts 
BBQ started but I am sure many of you know! 
We are fully aware that all stalls are at the discretion of the Parish Council but we were a little 
dismayed this year to find that all the catering had been given to the Scouting Association. When 
you have assisted at this event in the catering capacity for as long as we have, and, as far as we are 
aware without complaint, it comes as a bit of a “slap in the face” to find you have been replaced 
especially as catering is one of the things WI is renowned for. 
We see from Councillor Mitchell’s report that the catering was given to the Scouts in recognition of 
their help on the day but our question still remains. Why the catering? There are many other stalls 
that could have been run and, indeed, the Scouts did run several stalls on the day. 
Please do not take this as a complaint against the Scouts, many of our committee, now and in the 
past, support Scouting. Neither is it a complaint about funds raised on the day. We ran a very 
successful stall and it is a community day so for us it’s not all about the money. 
Cllr Rushbrook thanked Mrs Rowley. Other Councillors commented that they sympathised with the 
W.I. and missed them at the fete and that it would be a good idea to create a working group for 
Parish Council events. 
Malcolm Dunn expressed his concern at the number of loose dogs running amok in Westminster 
Field and although no children had come to harm, it may only be a matter of time. 

48 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr Gough reported that a Highway Steward will be visiting Lombard Street with reference to the 
Lombard Street bollards and District Councillor White’s  recent campaign to have them 
professionally installed. 
The postponed carriageway repairs in East Hill are set to be carried out on the 10th June. 
  
49 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Lombard Street bollards; Cllr White added that KCC Highways had informed him that nine bollards 
would be reinstated and two replaced by the first week of July. 
Cllrs White, Ball and Hughes had attended a Development Management Committee meeting on the 
1st June at Sevenoaks District Council for planning application 22/02053/FUL Plot 4, Horton Road, 
South Darenth.  
Cllrs White and Hughes spoke on behalf of the Parish. It was resolved that planning permission be 
refused for inappropriate development in the Green Belt and is contrary to policies SP6 and L08 of 
the Sevenoaks Core Strategy and the National Planning Policy Framework. 
Thanks were given to Cllr Mitchell for  compiling a detailed dossier used to support the Councillors 
at the meeting. 
Cllr Ball announced that he has been nominated Sevenoaks District Vice-Chair.  
 
Cllr R Gough left at 7.55pm 
 
50 INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT 2022-23 
The annual internal audit report 2022-23 from April Skies Accounting was received by Councillors. 
Recommendations from the Interim Audit had been noted or actioned. An Action Plan (Points 
Forward)had been produced at the final audit and would be followed accordingly. 
Councillors had no questions. 
ACTION: Clerk 
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51  FINANCIAL MATTERS 
Schedule Of Accounts 
The schedule of accounts and payments approved for cheques to be signed. Clerk pointed out 
Streetlights to be paid for 3 streetlights recently vandalised at a cost of £1260.00 Gross 
 
Standing Orders and Direct Debits for 2023-24 financial year 
Were approved for payment throughout the financial year as per Financial Regulations 5.6 
 
Bank Reconciliations for 2022-23 financial year 
It was RESOLVED that Cllr Blackamore had verified bank reconciliation for the financial year. 

52 BUDGET MONITORING 
A full budget report was received by councillors for the 2023-24 year. 
 
53  STATEMENT OF INTERNAL CONTROL 
The Statement on Internal Control for the year ending 31st March 2023 was signed by the Chair and 
the Clerk on behalf of the Council.  
 
54 ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 
The Annual Governance Statement Section 1 for 2022/23 was considered and approved and signed 
by the Chair and the Clerk on behalf of the Council.  
 
55 ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS  
The Accounting Statements and supporting documents as provided by the Responsible Financial 
Officer who, prior to the meeting signed Section 2 of the Annual Return for 2022/23. The Chair 
signed the Statement on behalf of the Council  
 
56 EXERCISE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS  
RESOLVED: Clerk informed Councillors that the commencement date for the exercise of public 
rights of 30 consecutive working days, of which must include the first ten working days of July, will 
be from Wednesday 7th June until Tuesday 18th July inclusive.  
 
57 PLANNING  
To consider any planning applications, including those received by the clerk after the agenda had 
been served to Councillors:  
23/01164/FUL  
Storage Unit adjacent Workshop A1  
Orchard Farm  
Fawkham Road  
Fawkham, Kent  
DA3 7BJ  
The demolition of the existing buildings and the construction of 8 new homes and associated 
landscaping, access, car and cycle parking and refuse and recycling provision.  
RESOLVED: Object – loss of employment 
 
23/01433/HOUSE  
Wingetts  
The Street  
Horton Kirby  
Kent DA4 9BY  
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First floor extension and part two storey, part single storey conservatory to rear of dwelling.  
RESOLVED: Object – loss of privacy/overlooking neighbours 
 
23/01256/FUL  
Hill Farm  
Franks Lane  
Horton Kirby, Kent  
Change of use of land to equestrian use and erection of a new equestrian stable building.  
RESOLVED: Object – Loss of openness to the Green Belt and unacceptable impact on the 
character of the area/Access 
  
23/01334/LDCEX  
Canada Farm Kennels  
Canada Farm road  
South Darenth  
Kent DA4 9LA  
Confirmation that composite use of land comprising residential, cattery and kennels (sui generis) is 
lawful 
RESOLVED: No Objection, no comment 
 
58  IT MAINTENANCE CONTRACT  
To consider quotation from Origin Technical solutions for monthly ongoing IT support and 
monitoring plus cctv management. 
The quote was for £65 per calendar month which includes a 5% discount and onsite trouble shooting 
included in the price. 
Cllr Mitchell asked if records could be checked as she thought this was included in recent invoice 
for upgrade but if not, it was essential. Clerk said invoice was for hardware, WiFi connections, setting 
up and labour but would check. 
ACTION: Clerk 
 
Chair informed the public that for confidentiality reasons, they would be excluded from the next 
agenda item meeting under HK & SD Parish Council’s Standing Order 11 (a). Disclosure of such 
would breach the obligations of a Council under the Data Protection Act 1998.  
 
The public left at 8.25pm 
 
59 CONFIDENTIAL ITEM  
Clerk updated Councillors with reference to a previous regular hirer, Riverside Preschool 
Kindergarten and would be following instructions from Begbies Traynor Group. 
 
60 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Monday 10th July 
 
Meeting closed at 8.40pm 
 
 
Chair ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Date ___________________________________________ 
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