HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Office Village Hall Horton Road South Darenth DA4 9AZ

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE HALLS COMMITTEE held on Tuesday
17" January 2023 in the Parish Room, Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT: Cllrs I Blackamore Vice-chair, R House, G Hughes, D Mitchell,
P Rushbrook

IN ATTENDANCE: Lisa Johnson, Parish Clerk
6 member of the public.

52 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllrs Moyles and House in advance.
Due to Chait’s absence. Cllr Blackamore as Vice Chair took the meeting.

53 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None received.

54 MINUTES
The minutes of the last meeting were confirmed and signed as a true record.

55 MATTERS ARISING

103 Maintenance: Parking lines to be painted at the front of the VH

18 Maintenance: Clerk to purchase sign for ev spaces. In progress

40 Maintenance: DM to investigate different types of chairs for the VH

56 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC AND CORRESPONDENCE

A member of the public asked if the Committee were aware that several of the Village hall
chairs had collapsed when people were sitting on them and was genuinely concerned that
someone could be injured. They suggested that the trolleys that had the chairs stacked on
them could be rotated so that it wasn’t the same chairs being used all the time. Councillors
were aware and just as concerned. Cllr Hughes said that a safety check on all of the chairs
should be expedited

as a matter of urgency. Discussion ensued regarding the comfort of the current chairs and that
some were quite old. Councillors had started to look at purchasing new fixed chairs to replace
broken chairs. Which could be stored in the green room. Clerk pointed out that as the Parish
Council advertise they have seating for 150 people, they must provide 150 seats. Cllr Mitchell
pointed out that a decision must be made as to the number and type of chair at the next
meeting.

ACTION: Type, cost and number of chairs to be purchased initially to be decided at at next
meeting

57 REGULAR HIRERS

Clerk had sent current ‘Regular Hirers Terms & Conditions’ to Councillors prior to meeting
along with their recommended amendments. Cllr Mitchell returned hers in order for the Clerk
to update and amend as applicable.

ACTION: Clerk

Clerk advised the committee that regular hirers in arrears with the payment of invoices were
Riverside pre-school and Wing Chun Martial Arts. Riverside were waiting for their latest
tranche of funding from the Government and Wing Chun had paid an invoice immediately
after it was brought to their intention.
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Assistant Clerk was in the process of uploading all regular hirers onto the booking diary
system, which is available for the members of public to view on the parish council website.
There were also many enquiries for private weekend bookings particularly in the next few
months.

58 CASUAL HIRERS

On behalf of a local resident, the clerk asked if the Committee would agree to a family hiring
the hall during the Christmas holiday period. Councillors were unanimous in their agreement
to this.

ACTION: Clerk to inform the hirer and must ensure the lead booker is familiar with all the

t&c’s.

59 PLANNING

22/03148/HOUSE

69 New Road

South Darenth

Kent DA4 9AT

Part one, part two storey rear extension with roof lights. New front porch and loft conversion
with rear dormer and two rooflights to front roof slopes. Alterations to fenestrations.

As the chair was absent and is a planning inspector, the response was deferred until 27"
January 2023.

60 MAINTENANCE
The updated maintenance report was received and the following discussed:

The leak in the VH disabled toilet had been fixed. Remedial wotrk to be carried out once the
wall behind the cistern had completely dried out.

Chair directed the Committee to Agenda item 10. Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the Chair passed a procedural motion to exclude
the public from the following agenda item because of the confidential nature of the business
to be transacted and under HK & SD  Parish Council’s Standing Order 11 (a) (b) and 19 (f).
Disclosure of such would breach the obligations of a Council under the Data Protection Act
1998.

61 CONFIDENTIAL ITEM
To receive information regarding regular hirers and consider.

62 DATE OF NEXT COMMITTEE MEETING
Tuesday 17" January 2023

Meeting closed at: 9.15pm

Date: Chait:
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