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HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Office, Village Hall, Horton Road, South Darenth DA4 9AZ

MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL Meeting held on
3rd February 2025 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm


[bookmark: _Hlk82084192]Present:	 Cllr D Mitchell Chair, H Rohard Vice,  C Blackamore, N Gurr, D Hollands, C Page               T Moyle, 

	 County Councillor Roger Gough
               Sevenoaks District Cllr A White

	 Members of the public: two including Mr M Dunn from DRiPS  
	
In attendance: L Johnson, Parish Clerk

The meeting started at 7.30pm
       
146	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Received from Cllr D Wakefield and District Cllr L Ball

147	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUEST FOR DISPENSATION
None received.
148	MINUTES
Resolved: The minutes of the last meeting held on the 13 January 2024 were signed as a true record.

149	CLERKS REPORT
Minute 131: Strip of land at East Hill/Paddock Close.. Solicitor awaiting response from SDMC
Action: Clerk to follow up.
68 Correspondence: Clerk to complete new Highway Information Pack for extra bollards, The Street and dropped Kerb, Station Road. Nigel Rowe KCC to assist. 
Action: Clerk
Clerk to arrange meeting with new Community Mobilisation Officer Megan Glen
90.GOV.UK Domain and Email Addresses: To go live February 25. Hortonkirbysouthdarenthparishcouncil.gov.uk 
119 Public questions: 
Cardboard recycling bins – SDC emailed to advise they weren’t being replaced and had gone past their best by date. Residents were encouraged to use the new green recycled sacks they had been given.
Wooden Chicanes SD151 – Agenda item
Clerk to write to Laura Trott regarding petition for more services at FNR and to advertise on website. To be actioned.
Part of Horton Woods now covered by TPO – PC confirmed they are happy to pursue getting the rest of the ancient woodland covered. To be actioned
Cout lodge had been contacted regarding tree that had fallen across the river just north of Westminster field. Environment Agency had been alerted on the day it happened (early Dec) and again but no reply to date.
Contacted Roger Gough to see if he had any contacts within the EA. Was informed they would contact me asap.
03 Feb – Cllr White believes the EA were working on the tree today.
03 Feb – received email from EA asking for reference numbers 

KALC Community Award: Cllr Moyle proposed, Cllr Page seconded, all were in favour and it was Ratified: that Malcolm Green should be nominated to receive a Kent KALC Community Award as he  has supported people in the community, Church 800 year anniversary, Anthony Roper trust over a long period of time.
Cllr Rohard also nominated Ben Dawes for 28 years’ service to the local community through South Darenth Village Church, providing pastoral support to parish residents. 

All other items were completed, referred to the relevant committee or appear as an agenda item.

150	POLICE MATTERS
Temporary PC was not available and no report was received.

151	QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC and CORRESPONDENCE
There were no questions from the public. 
Cllr Gurr offered to contact Kent Police with regard to District Councillors report on increase in ASB within the parish and lack of police presence.
Cllr Rohard offered to contact local resident who had set up a Facebook group to publicise community safety to suggest contacting Neighbourhood Watch  for further advice.
Correspondence from SDC regarding Old Halt Close, Fawkham and Chimmens Solar Farm appeal. 
Cllr Gough arrived at 7.45pm

152	COUNTY COUNCILLOR REPORT
Cllr Gough mentioned that after a request from the Clerk, he had made contact with the Environment Agency who would contact the Parish office directly with regards to the fallen tree blocking the flow of the River Darent near to Westminster field.

A meeting had been arranged for Wednesday 5th to discuss the ongoing situation of Franks Bridge with KCC Structures, Tudor Rowe, the police and covert operations.
Clerk gave apologies they would not be able to attend and so Cllr Hollands and Moyle offered to attend as representatives from the Parish team.

Cllr Gough confirmed that Kent County, along with Medway, had nominated themselves to be considered for fast track devolution which central government would announce the result of within the week.

[bookmark: _Hlk190097039]153	DISTRICT COUNCILLORS REPORT
Cllr Ball has been unwell and is unlikely to attend this evening's meeting, so please accept this notice as his apologies. 
Cllr Page Brought to my attention the elderly couple living in a camper van within the ward. I have received no further details or information following the Parish Councillor  alerting me. I'm therefore not in a position to take any further action until the required information is provided.
Cllr Moyle Brought to my attention that residence in The Grange, South Darenth may not have received the recycling bags. It was noted in 2024 that bags had been successfully delivered to this location. The resident that raised this matter should now be receipt of a recycling bag. 
Cllr Moyle Brought to my attention A degree of vandalism having taken place in the location of the 100 year wood. The parish councillor was requested to provide further photographs of the damaged he had seen none have been forthcoming so I am unable to take any further action. 
Cllr Hollands and I have been discussing the appeal regarding Chimmens Solar Farm in light of being informed that the matter is to be escalated to the Secretary of State. Sevenoaks District Council are aware of this notice of activity and I have also brought this to the attention of the office of Laura Trott MP. Should this matter escalate to inquiry level, all interested parties will be made aware of the opportunity to speak. 
Community Litter Pick - 23 March An advert shortly appear in the community magazine regarding this event and I have also approached 60 residents alerting them to this activity in order that they can support. We currently have 5 volunteers including myself and one parish councillor. 
Franks Lane Bridge Repair I'm scheduled to join a meeting this Wednesday with Roger Gough, KCC Highways, SDC and the Police to discuss the repair of the bridge which has been vandalised within very quick succession of previous repairs being carried out. 
South Darenth Fire Station. There has been no further update to report upon regarding the planning activity at this location. 
Residents’ Complaints
A resident has brought to my attention that they have begun to receive information from the DVLA regarding a vehicle registered at their premises under an individual's name that is not known to them. This has been brought to the attention of our neighbourhood police officer and I have reported this matter to the DVLA who will be investigating the matter further.
A resident has brought to my attention that six floodlights from a neighbouring property have been on and dazzling in to their rooms. This has been referred to SDC for further action. 
A resident brought to my attention of the new snack bar positioned in the layby of the A2 between Farningham and Pedham Place roundabout. This has been reported to SDC and KCC. 

Environmental Health have been informed of the water seeping off a drive in Lombard Street as during the colder weather this becomes an icy trip hazard for pedestrians. 
A resident brought to my attention the number of vehicles parked in Lombard Street that are damaged or untaxed. This was reported to the neighbourhood police officer as well as SDC and I understand that a notice has been placed on a number of vehicles that were to be removed within seven days. 
Car number plates had been discarded in the bushes of Jacobs Lane and this was reported to the neighbourhood police officer 
Cllr Alan White 

Cllr Gough gave his apologies and left the meeting.

154	2025-26 BUDGET AND PRECEPT 
The latest ‘budget v actual’ report to end of month 9 was received. Appendix 1.

[bookmark: _Hlk156484138]The budget for was prepared by the RFO, Committees and Council members . The precept request for this period shall be £154,133.00. The tax base for this period has slightly increased to 1312.78 which means for a Band D property, the Parish Council portion will equate to £117.41per year which equals £2.25 per week, an increase of  35 pence per week. 
[bookmark: _Hlk156482438]Cllr Blackamore proposed, Cllr Mitchell seconded and all were in favour. It was therefore
RESOLVED: that a precept of £154,133.00 is raised for this Parish.
Clerk advised that the arrangement of nominal codes is still to be finalised.

155	PROW SD151 RIVER DARENT PATH
Cllr Rohard proposed, Cllr Page seconded, all were in favour and discussion followed how to protect walkers along the public footpath from Station Road to Westminster field whilst keeping it accessible to mobility scooters and prams. Motorbikes, quad bikes and horses were using the path to ride along and access Westminster field. Not only dangerous to those walking along the path but also to children and dogs. This stretch of the Darent Valley Path is not a bridleway and should not be used by cyclists, motorbikes or horses. Kent County Council had advised they could install a motorbike inhibitor and fencing at either end of the path. The width to be confirmed so that prams and mobility scooters could access the path.
Ratified: Clerk to confirm and liaise with KCC PROWS.

156   	SOLAR FARM WORKING GROUP
Cllr Blackamore proposed, Cllr Moyle seconded and all were in favour that Cllr Wakefield would be appointed to become a member of the working group following her communication to Cllr Blackamore that she was pleased to accept the post.
Ratified: Clerk to inform Mr Machin that Cllr Wakefield would be the second Cllr to join the Solar Farm Working Group.

157	GRANTS COMMITTEE 2024 AWARDS
Full Parish council accepted the Grants Committees’ draft minutes to confirm the following:
Horton Kirby Cricket Club  £250 to replace broken patio furniture for the enjoyment of home and away teams as well as visitors from the village. 
Horton Kirby Bowls Club £250 for chairs and replacement hedging.
St. Mary’s society of Bellringers £500 towards the cost of protection equipment of the bell ropes and a new flag.
Darent River Preservation society (DRiPS) £500 for river testing and processing kit and volunteer supervision days.
Action: Clerk to process grant payments as above.

158	PLANNING
To consider the following planning application plus any received by the Clerk after the agenda had been served.
24/03429/FUL
The Queen
58-62 New Road
South Darenth
Kent, DA4 9AR
Change of use from public house to 4 x 2 bed dwellings, inclusive of demolition of existing single storey rear elevation store, part single storey, part first floor rear extension and associated external alterations and landscaping.
Action: No Objection but adequacy of parking traffic generation and highway safety a concern.

159	FINANCIAL MATTERS
The Schedule of Accounts was formally received for January 2025. Payments totalling £19,994.37 were approved for authorisation. There were no questions 

160	COMMITTEE MINUTES
The latest approved Halls Minutes November 2024 were received for information.



161	WEBSITE/SOCIAL MEDIA/NEWSLETTER ITEMS
DRiPS article to be included in the Newsletter which would be going to print within the next week. Cllr Mitchell
	
162	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Monday 3rd March 2025 

The meeting finished at 8.42 pm

Chair ________________________________             Date _____________________
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