
 

 

Horton Kirby and South Darenth 

Parish Council Newsletter  

November 2025 
Parish Office, Horton Kirby and South Darenth Village Hall, 

Horton Road, South Darenth, Kent, DA4 9AZ 

Family Fireworks 

Sunday 2nd November 2025 

Heathside – behind Village Hall 
Parish Clerk: Lisa Johnson 

Assistant Parish Clerk: Vanessa Maskery 

clerk@hortonkirbysouthdarenthparishcouncil.gov.uk 01322 865193 

The office is open for visitors on Friday 9.00am to 12.30pm 

 

The Parish Council meet on the first Monday of each month  

7.30pm in the Village Hall - All welcome to come along 
www.hortonkirbysouthdarenthparishcouncil.gov.uk/community/horton-

kirby-south-darenth-parish-council-13687/home/ 
 
 
 

mailto:clerk@hortonkirbysouthdarenthparishcouncil.gov.uk
http://www.hortonkirbysouthdarenthparishcouncil.gov.uk/community/horton-kirby-south-darenth-parish-council-13687/home/
http://www.hortonkirbysouthdarenthparishcouncil.gov.uk/community/horton-kirby-south-darenth-parish-council-13687/home/


 

USEFUL CONTACTS 

Police - 999 (emergencies if life is in danger or crime is in progress) 

101 (non-emergencies) 

Report a non-urgent crime or incident online at: 

https://www.kent.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/ 

 

Sevenoaks District Council - 01732 227000 

https://www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/ 

Fly tipping, street cleaning, dog fouling, parking issues, bottle banks, 

graffiti, planning applications, abandoned vehicles 

 

Dartford Borough Council – 01322 343434 https://www.dartford.gov.uk/ 

Fly tipping in Roman Villa Road (outside our boundary) 

https://www.dartford.gov.uk/do-it-online/report-it-online 

 

Kent Highways - 03000 418181 (Emergency out of hours 03000 419191) 

To report anything that may cause accident or injury on roads, potholes, 

streetlights, pavements, drains, traffic lights 

https://webapps.kent.gov.uk/KCC.KHSFaultsGIS.Web.Sites.Public/Report

AFault.aspx 

 

Environment Agency - 03708 506 506 

For any problems with the river, (although often issues are the 

responsibility of landowners either side of the river) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency 

 

Citizens Advice – 0808 278 7810 

https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/north-west-kent/contact-us/ 

 

Thames Water https://www.thameswater.co.uk/help/emergencies 

 

River Darent Medical Group, Devon Road Surgery – 01322 862121 

 

St Mary’s Church Horton Kirby - Revd Emma Young - 07563 276794 

https://www.kent.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/
https://www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/
https://www.dartford.gov.uk/
https://www.dartford.gov.uk/do-it-online/report-it-online
https://webapps.kent.gov.uk/KCC.KHSFaultsGIS.Web.Sites.Public/ReportAFault.aspx
https://webapps.kent.gov.uk/KCC.KHSFaultsGIS.Web.Sites.Public/ReportAFault.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/environment-agency
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/local/north-west-kent/contact-us/
https://www.thameswater.co.uk/help/emergencies


 

Parish Council News 
The new inhibitors have been installed at either end of the Westminster 
Field path from Station Road to the field. These are intended to stop the 
unauthorised access of horses and vehicles. 
 
The Old Fire Station has been granted planning permission for 4 x two 
bedroom and 2 x one-bedroom apartments. 
 
Criminal damage was caused to the Westminster Field vehicle entrance 
gate, and this has now been replaced with a more robust design. 
 
SGN are carrying out essential gas network upgrades in the villages. This 
will involve some road closures. For up-to-date details please visit our 
website. 
 
You can find details of the Parish Council statutory regulations including 
Standing Orders, Statement of internal control. Annual Governance 
Statement, Accounting Statements and Internal Annual Audit report on our 
website. 
 
There was a report of anti-social behaviour in 100 Year Wood for an 
incident of setting fire to habitation. This was reported to the police. 
 
Please ensure that all incidents of ASB are reported to the police. The 
police stated at the Parish meetings that there is a low level of reporting of 
ASB in the area. This includes catapults, nuisance bikes and vehicle 
crime. 
 
A short verbal poll on the need for a printed Newsletter showed that over 
62% wanted to keep the format as it is currently. 
 
Kent County Council Highways have asked the Parish Council to update 
their 'Highways Improvement Plan' (HIP) for 2025-26. This helps to 
identify and prioritise any problems with roads within the Horton Kirby & 
South Darenth Parish boundary. We asked for your views, and we will 
update you when the report is completed. 

 
 



 

Kent County Council Reporting Tool 
 
To report Potholes please complete the online form 
https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-or-track-a-problem-on-
the-road-or-pavement 
 
You can also use the tool for the following: 
 

• streetlight faults 
• drainage 
• traffic signal faults 
• damage to bus stops (for example poles or timetables) 
• overgrown vegetation (including hedges and grass) 
• information about roadworks. 
 
 

For a question about a bus shelter, fly-tipping, litter, parking or street 
cleaning, contact your district council (SDC) 
For major A roads, contact National Highways 
 
If you want to improve a junction, change speed limits or request new 
signs, lines or traffic calming find out what to do. 

 
Once KCC assess your enquiry, they will take the appropriate action. They 
aim to fix: 
 

• dangerous faults within 2 hours 

• safety hazards within 7 days 

• routine faults such as streetlights, potholes and soft landscape 
issues within 28 days, unless there is a more serious problem 
which could take longer 

• traffic signals within 4 hours if they are urgent or within 7 days if 
less urgent 

• drainage maintenance within 90 days if the enquiry meets 
intervention requirements 

all other faults will be scheduled into their planned maintenance. 
 
 
 

https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-or-track-a-problem-on-the-road-or-pavement
https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-or-track-a-problem-on-the-road-or-pavement
https://www.kent.gov.uk/about-the-council/how-the-council-works/district-council-services
https://nationalhighways.co.uk/
https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/what-we-look-after/roads/changing-roads-in-your-area


 

 



 

Gas Network Upgrade 

 
SGN will be carrying out essential gas network upgrades in Horton Kirby 
and South Darenth. This work will ensure that a continued safe and reliable 
supply of gas is delivered to nearby homes and businesses and is part of a 
30-year programme of work to replace old mains reaching the end of their 
useful lives, with new, reliable plastic pipe.  
Contractor, WCB Utilities who are completing this project, will be starting 
work in September. This is a large project and estimate this will take 
approximately seven to eight months to complete. 
To ensure safety, there will be a need to close roads around the excavations 
for the duration of the work. The closure points will move along each road 
as work progresses. Vehicle access will be maintained for residents and 
businesses, but the route may change depending on where the closure 
point is. Teams will liaise with affected residents to advise of changes to 
access routes. Signed diversions will be in place for affected motorists 
where roads are closed. 
Pedestrian and cycle access will not be affected, although cyclists must 
dismount and walk through the work area. 
Start dates for phases three onwards will be confirmed with advance 
warning signs on each road in turn. 
Phase one – Franks Lane, Horton Kirby - Replacing pipes in sections along 
the full length of the road. 
Phase two – Eglantine Lane, Horton Kirby – Replacing pipes in sections 
from the junction with Franks Lane to the junction with Rays Hill 
Phase three – Rays Hill, Horton Kirby– Replacing pipes along the full length 
of the road. 
Phase four – The Street, Horton Kirby – Replacing pipes along the full 
length of the road. 
Phase five – School Lane, Horton Kirby – Replacing pipes from the junction 
with Forge Lane to outside number 82 School Lane. With a need to 
temporarily close Churchill Road while working near its junction with 
School Lane. 
SGN understand roadworks can be frustrating and are sorry for any 
inconvenience caused. SGN have planned this work to be completed during 
the school summer holiday period to try to reduce the disruption as much 
as possible. 
The new plastic pipe has a lifespan of 80 years. This means that once our 
work is done, Horton Kirby and South Darenth residents and businesses 
will be able to enjoy the benefits of a safe and reliable supply of gas for 
many years to come. 
https://www.sgn.co.uk/Contact-SGN  or call 0800 912 1700

https://www.sgn.co.uk/Contact-SGN


 

 
The celebrations of the 800th anniversary of St 
Mary's Church building continue with the welcome 
return in November of members of the Guildhall 
School of Music. A concert performed by a 
quartet of opera stars of the future headed by 
award-winning soprano Zoe Jackson will include 
classical music and extracts from well-known 
operas.  
Venue: St Mary's Church, Horton Road, DA4 9BN,  
 
Saturday,15th November, at 7pm.  
 
Tickets: £20 from Karen Holland 
Karen_800stmarys@btinternet.com 07840 642750 
 
Christine Page tel. 01322 864776 
 
Malcolm Green linda.green55@yahoo.co.uk  
07943 325061 
 

All are welcome when the St Mary's 800 events 
conclude with a Festive Christmas Evening on 
Saturday, 6th December at 7pm. 

mailto:Karen_800stmarys@btinternet.com
mailto:linda.green55@yahoo.co.uk


 

Do you own a dog? Please be responsible 
and pick up after your dog. 

 
Westminster Field is used by children for football, and it is 
awful for them to find dog mess on the field. 
 
Nobody wants to find their shoe covered with mess. Please do 
be considerate. 
 
You can use any bin in the village. 

                        
 
 

 

  

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Horton Kirby Scout Group meet at the  
Horton Kirby Scout Hut, Horton Road, DA4 9BS 

 
We help change lives by offering 4 to 18-year-old children and 
young adults fun and challenging activities, unique 
experiences, everyday adventure and the chance to help others 
so that we make a positive impact in the community. 
 
Squirrels: (age 4-5) Mondays 16:15 - 17:15 firsthksquirrels@yahoo.com 

 
Beavers: (age 6-8) Tuesdays 17:45 -19:00 hkbeavers@ymail.com 
 
Cubs: (age 8-10.5) Mondays 18:00 - 19:30 hkcubs@ymail.com 
 
Scouts:(age 10.5-14) Wednesday 19:15 - 20:45 hkscouts@ymail.com 
 
Explorers: (age 14-18) Fridays 19:00 - 21:00 hkexplorers@ymail.com 

 
 
There are spaces available in most groups for boys and girls 
 
If any adults would like to help there are always vacancies for 
volunteers, please get in touch or come down and see us at the 
Scout Hut on Horton Road. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:firsthksquirrels@yahoo.com
mailto:hkbeavers@ymail.com
mailto:hkcubs@ymail.com
mailto:hkscouts@ymail.com
mailto:hkexplorers@ymail.com


 

HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH 
LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

 

The Queen in New Road, South Darenth, was named after Queen 
Victoria in whose reign it originated as a beer house. When Trevor 
Floyd took over as landlord in 1969 there was an entrance to an old 
Roman flint mine in the back garden. He used it for growing 
mushrooms but by 1994 it had been filled in. In 1988 The Queen 
extended down the hill into the shop that had been run by Mrs. 
Wickenden from 1946 until it closed in 1977. With the recent closure 
of the Queen, watch the parish newsletter for details of any new 
development.  
  
Meetings for 2026 with a new starting time of 7.30pm (instead of 
8.00pm) 
 

• 19th January – members evening: Either Old Dartford and 
District OR 100 Years of the HKSD Parish Council (1894-
1994) 

• 9th March – “Wandering in Flanders Fields” – Melanie 
Gibson-Barton 

• 18th May – “River Thames: London’s Liquid History” – Stuart 
Robinson 

• 13th July – “Northfleet” – Chris Bull 

• 14th September – “Chalk Mining in Kent” – Rod Legear 

• 9th November – AGM 
  
AGM 2025 Monday 10th November in the Bull at 12.30pm 
  
Meetings are bimonthly in the Jubilee Hall with a 7.30 start 
Membership is £10 (£15 for a couple) 
Refreshments and a raffle at all meetings 
New members and visitors are always welcome 
  
Terry Moyle (Chair) 07939581572.  terrymoyle74@gmail.com 

mailto:terrymoyle74@gmail.com


 

Sevenoaks - Horton Kirby 
and South Darenth 

Crimes reported during July 2025 

Theft - 5 

Anti-social behaviour – 7 

Criminal damage and arson - 2 

Violence and Sexual Offences – 4 

Other - 4 

https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/kent-police/farningham-horton-kirby-

and-south-darenth/?tab=CrimeMap 

 
Please report all incidents to 101 or online 
https://www.kent.police.uk/area/your-area/local-policing-team-
contact/contact-your-local-policing-team/id-like-to-report-a-
crime/?tid=731279&lid=&cid=&rid=800841&stepid=1 
 
If anti-social behaviour is not reported, then there will be no record. 
No record means the perception that there are no incidents. The 
more you report the more chance of some action by the Police being 
taken. Please do not just record your frustration on Facebook –  
 
 

Please report it! 
 

https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/kent-police/farningham-horton-kirby-and-south-darenth/?tab=CrimeMap
https://www.police.uk/pu/your-area/kent-police/farningham-horton-kirby-and-south-darenth/?tab=CrimeMap
https://www.kent.police.uk/area/your-area/local-policing-team-contact/contact-your-local-policing-team/id-like-to-report-a-crime/?tid=731279&lid=&cid=&rid=800841&stepid=1
https://www.kent.police.uk/area/your-area/local-policing-team-contact/contact-your-local-policing-team/id-like-to-report-a-crime/?tid=731279&lid=&cid=&rid=800841&stepid=1
https://www.kent.police.uk/area/your-area/local-policing-team-contact/contact-your-local-policing-team/id-like-to-report-a-crime/?tid=731279&lid=&cid=&rid=800841&stepid=1


 

 
 

The Darent River Preservation Society 
DRiPS held a delightful celebration to mark 40 years of the society. We 

were joined by supporters and friends from villages along the length of 

the river and enjoyed glorious weather and live music in the tranquil 

setting of The Quadrangle. 

Our chairman, Stuart Merrylees welcomed the gathering and 

highlighted the problem of shifting baseline syndrome. This is the 

phenomenon describing how new generations look at depleted natural 

resources, such as pitiful river flow, and imagine that is normal and the 

baseline against which to measure further change. Former chairman, 

Huw Alban Davies described how the society helped to secure the £12 

million Darent Action Plan which led water companies to reduce 

abstraction from local aquifers and other measures to increase the 

water in the river. He explained the importance of having a strong 

scientific basis to the campaign as well as support and publicity 

generated within the local community. This was an important 

reminder as we face further challenges ahead to preserve the health 

and future of our chalk stream against threats from a proposed sewage 

plant on the river and the ongoing problem of low flows 

Would you like to get involved with activity sessions to help remove 

invasive species from the riverbank, restore riverbanks using 

traditional techniques, take part in river quality monitoring initiatives 

or other activities? Please keep an eye on our Facebook page for news 

of activities. 

https://darent-drips.org.uk/darentdrips1985@gmail.com 

https://darent-drips.org.uk/
mailto:darentdrips1985@gmail.com


 

 



 

 

The season has now drawn to a close and it is time to reflect on how it 

went.  It has been an enjoyable year with lovely weather, and good 

availability and team spirit. 

Our Saturday 1st XI had a mixed season with some close finishes but 

unfortunately, we have been relegated but with our heads held high. 

The 2nd XI fared better finishing 3rd in their league with a good team 

effort and an outside chance of promotion. 

We entered the Sevenoaks 100 Ball Big Bash and did very well losing the 

semi-final on the last ball. 

At the beginning of the season, we set ourselves two objectives:  The first 

was to resurrect a Sunday Side, we are glad to say we achieved this with 

about ten games being played, with a lot of effort from a few new people 

and return of some former players. We are confident of having a full 

season next year.  The second was to have a new play area for the 

youngsters, this was also achieved, made possible by many fund-raising 

activities, we now have a climbing frame for children to enjoy. 

We have also hosted several Kent over 70’s games and Kent Disability 

games. The social side is always enjoyable with Quiz nights and hosting 

the Primary School Prom. We look forward to continuing this over the 

winter. 

Cricket week was again a success with Friday bringing many past 

players back to the club.  The week wrapped up with a BBQ and 

Tumbling Dice entertaining us once again. 

Lastly, we would like to thank all the people who came and supported us 

over the summer, which makes us an integral part of the village. 

If you would like any more information in the first instance please contact 

Chairman, Darren Bull on 07789773222. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 
 

 

Welcome to My Community Voice 

My Community Voice is a messaging service that helps Kent and Medway 

residents, businesses, and community groups to keep in touch with their 

local policing teams. The service sends updates about your local area 

directly from the police officers themselves. 

My Community Voice is more than just a messaging service; it allows you 

to reply to the alerts we send you, share information and tell us about the 

issues affecting you. 

We are committed to engaging with communities to increase trust and 

confidence and to help protect people from harm. Police, partners and the 

public working together can build resilient and safe communities, and 

both reduce and prevent crime. 

You will be able to play an active part in police appeals as well as keeping 

updated in what is happening in your local area. 

Follow the link to sign up to receive alerts: 

https://www.mycommunityvoicekent.co.uk/  

 

https://www.mycommunityvoicekent.co.uk/


 

Horton Kirby Villagers Gardening Club 

We meet at the Jubilee Hall on the 3rd Monday of each 

month at 3.30pm. 

Please join us. 

New members and visitors are always welcome. 

Annual Subscription £25 - visitors £4 per visit 

Peter Bradley - 01322 862005 bradleyforgelane@btinternet.com 

 

 

mailto:bradleyforgelane@btinternet.com


 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 



 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
A Revitalising & Relaxing Yoga Class 

  
Jubilee Hall 
Horton Road 

South Darenth, DA4 9AX 
 

Tuesday 10.30am – 11.30am 
£8 ‘drop in’ (exact money please)  

Or £28 for four sessions (do not have to be consecutive) 
 

Bring a blanket and a yoga mat!  

For details about this class and information about online Zoom 
classes Yoga for Women’s Health 

please email northkentyoga@gmail.com 

                                         

YOGA CLASS 

 

mailto:northkentyoga@gmail.com


 

Planning Applications 
Reference & Site Development Decision 

24/03471/OUT 

1 Bexley Cottages  

The Street, Horton 

Kirby Kent DA4 

9BU 

Outline application for the 

erection of a two-storey detached 

house with some matters reserved. 

 

AWAITING 

DECISION 

24/02239/FUL 

Plot 1 Grazing Land 

Horton Road 

South Darenth 

Change of use of land to 

Gypsy/Traveller site comprising 

the siting of 2 mobile homes and 2 

touring caravans. The erection of 

2 dayrooms alongside ancillary 

works including provision of new 

parking and hard standing. 

 

GRANTED 

ON APPEAL 

25/01245/LDCEX 

Beeches Farm 

Kennels  

Canada Farm Road 

South Darenth 

Lawful development certificate to 

confirm the mixed commercial use 

for dog kennelling, commercial 

horse livery and horse grazing 

 

GRANTED 

25/01366/HOUSE 

6 Hill Farm Mews 

Franks Lane HK 

Single storey side and rear 

extension. New patio area and 

steps. 

GRANTED 

25/00186/FUL 

Former South 

Darenth Fire Station 

New Road 

South Darenth 

Kent DA4 9AT 

Redevelopment of the former 

Horton Kirby fire station to 

construct a two storey building, 

with additional accommodation in 

the roof space, to provide 4 x two 

bedroom and 2 x one-bedroom 

apartments, together with ancillary 

access and bin storage facilities. 

 

GRANTED 

25/01919/WTPO 

Traffic Island North 

of the Lodge 

Franks Lane, Horton 

Kirby 

 

Proposed works to trees 

GRANTED – 

to fell 18 

trees 



 

23/03181/FUL 

Chimmens Solar 

Farm 

Speedgate, Farm 

Mussenden Lane 

Horton Kirby, Kent 

Construction and operation of a 

solar farm with all associated 

works, equipment necessary 

infrastructure and biodiversity net 

gains. New Access Track. 

 

GRANTED 

ON APPEAL 

25/02045/HOUSE 

5 Drays Cottages 

The Street, Horton 

Kirby DA4 9DA 

Demolition of existing single 

storey extension and erection of 

new single storey rear extension 

with rooflight and internal 

alterations 

AWAITING 

DECISION 

25/02044/LDCPR 

39 Saxon Place 

Horton Kirby 

Use of land to station a mobile 

home granny annexe for use 

incidental to the main dwelling 

AWAITING 

DECISION 

25/02117/PIP 

Eglantine Lane 

Farningham 

Neighbouring parish 

council 

Permission in Principle, for the 

erection of between five and nine 

residential dwellings on land 

northwest of Charton Manor, 

Gorse Hill, Farningham 

 

REFUSED 

25/01950/LBCALT 

25/01949/HOUSE 

North Barn Eglantine 

Farm  

Horton Kirby DA4 

9JL 

 

Proposal to alter internal layout, to 

demolish modern partition walls 

and re-build them in new location. 

To create sufficient space and 

install an in-ground swimming 

pool. 

 

 

AWAITING 

DECISION 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Parish Council Information 
 

Parish Council Meetings held on the first Monday of every 

month in the Village Hall 

 

Parish Councillors 

 
To contact the Parish Councillors, please use the following email address 

@hortonkirbysouthdarenthparishcouncil.gov.uk 

With the appropriate initials before the @ 

 

Chair: Ian Blackamore – cllrib@ 

Vice Chair: Terry Moyle –cllrtm@ 

Nick Gurr – cllrng@ 

Dave Holland – cllrdh@ 

Dawn Mitchell – 07910 312710 – cllrdm@ 

Christine Page – 01322 864776 

Dawn Wakefield – cllrdw@ 

Alan White – cllraw@ 

 

District Councillors 
Laurence Ball cllr.ball@sevenoaks.gov.uk 

Alan White: cllr.white@sevenoaks.gov.uk 

 

County Councillor 
Marc Logen - marc.logen@kent.gov.uk 

 

Kent County Council Leader 
Linden Kemkaran – linden.kemkaran@kent.gov.uk 

 

Member of Parliament 
Laura Trott: 0207 219 3000 laura.trott.mp@parliament.uk 

mailto:cllrib@hortonkirbysouthdarenthparishcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.ball@sevenoaks.gov.uk
mailto:cllr.white@sevenoaks.gov.uk
mailto:marc.logen@kent.gov.uk
mailto:laura.trott.mp@parliament.uk

