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HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Office, Village Hall, Horton Road, South Darenth DA4 9AZ

14 April 2026

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 13" April 2026 in the
Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30pm

Present: Cllr T Moyle Vice,, D Hollands, C Page, A White, D Wakefield

District Cllr L Ball, A White
Kent County Cllr M Logen

Members of the Public: 5 including M Dunn from DRiPS

In Attendance: L Johnson Parish Clerk

167 Apologies for Absence
Accepted from Cllrs I Blackamore and N Gurr
In the absence of the Chair, Vice Cllr Moyle chaired the meeting.

168 Declarations of Interest
None received

169 Minutes
The Minutes of the last meeting held 2°* March 2026 were signed to confirm they are a true
and accurate record of the meeting’s proceedings.

170 Clerks Report —

Appendix 1

Millen Court Management Company — condition of the weir

Purchase of strip of land from South Darenth Management Company.
Community Speedwatch

Materials Storage Policy

171 Police Matters
There were no police officers in attendance or report received.

172 Report from District Councillors

Clir White - Appendix 2

Including: Public Spaces Protection Order, Lombard Street, community litter pick.

Clir Ball — Contact him if residents hadn’t received their food waste bins from Sevenoaks
District Council, the Local Plan would be issued in May 2026 and it was important for
residents to leave their comments online, especially as there was a relative short deadline

www.hortonkirbysouthdarenthparishcouncil.gov.uk 01322 865193 clerk@hortonkirbysouthdarenthparishcouncil.gov.uk
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173 Kent County Councillor for Sevenoaks North & Darent Valley
Marc Logen - Appendix 3
Including; KCC budget, Drainage, Illegal Migration emergency declared.

174 Questions from the Public and Correspondence

There were no questions.

Correspondence had been received from the Darent River Preservation Society(DRiPS),
‘Revitalising the Darent Action Plan’. Appendix 4

-M Dunn from DRIiPS mentioned the condition of the weir and that the residents and
management company of Millen court were reluctant to engage with the parish council or
DRIPS to discuss the maintenance and repair of the structure.

Action: Clerk to contact the management company

175  Planning

26/00541/HOUSE

67 Shrubbery Road

South Darenth

Kent DA4 9AP

Loft conversion with dormer roof and rooflights. Part single storey extension to rear with
rooflight. Alterations to fenestration.

Action: No objection/No comment

176  Vexatious Complaints Policy

Councillors had received a draft copy of the above policy. Cllr Mitchell asked if the there was
a complaints committee as mentioned in the document.

Action: Clerk to check Complaints Committee status and update complaints policy before
bringing both to Council for adoption.

177  1CO Model Publication Policy
The updated policy, previously known as “The Freedom of Information Policy’ was received

and approved.

178  Office Booking Systems

Appendix 5

Councillors had received information, including links, on Rialtas and Scribe booking systems
which could be integrated with parish council accountancy systems aligned to meet statutory
financial regulations and reporting of the annual return. The booking of halls and football
pitches would become more automated and fully available to the public resulting in freeing up
office staff time and decreasing work load.

The difference in cost between Rialtas and Scribe was £32 and although Scribe was more user
friendly, the clerk advised that Rialtas would be more suitable as both staff were familiar with
it and there would be minimal disruption acclimatising to it.

Cllr Mitchell had also researched systems and suggested Hallmaster or My Hall Wizard. Whilst
they were also specifically for the booking of village hall facilities, they were not compatible
with any parish council accountancy software.

After further discussion, Cllr White proposed, Cllr Hollands seconded and all were in favour
and Resolved; to purchase the Rialtas Bookings Portal and Rialtas Web for 2 users at a cost
of £618 for 1 year plus £86 launch and training.
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179  Financial Matters

Schedule of Payments Appendix 5

Was formally received for April 2026. Payments totalling £15,673.79 were approved for
authorisation. There were no questions. Cllrs Mitchell and Moyle to authorise.

The H.R. committees recommendation to pay 7 hours overtime to the Clerk was approved.
The recommendation from the Halls Committee to accept the quote of £5024 from Quay
Facilities Itd. To repair the shutters in the Jubilee hall was approved.

180  Audio Recording and Al Assisted Transcription

Cllr Mitchell.- Appendix 6

To consider the adoption of audio recording and Al-assisted transcription to support the
production of parish council minutes.

Councillors had received information from Cllr Mitchell summarising the benefits of
recording parish council meetings and then using Al to produce draft Minutes from the
recording.

After discussion it was agreed that this should be looked into further and return with findings
in June 2026.

Action: Clerk has booked ‘Al Advance’ webinar session 22 May 26.

Ask fellow Clerks if they record meetings and use Al to transcribe Minutes

Investigate costs of recording equipment

181 Committee Minutes
The Halls Committee approved Minutes of January 2026 and HR extra-ordinary
meeting 23:a February 2026 were received by full council.

182 Newsletter/Events/Social Media

Cllr Wakefield announced that over 100 Rock Choir people had signed up to attend. Horton
Kirby Bowls club had kindly offered their car park for the choristers.

Cllr Hollands said that all volunteers were in place and detailed map of the Heathside was
being finalised. He would be registering stall holders interest to attend the Fireworks event on
Sunday 1% November and the Christmas Bazaar Saturday 5 December.

Cllr Hollands proposed that wrist bans should be made available at the fete for those who
wanted to pre-purchase tickets for the fireworks at a reduced price of £4 per person. Cllr
Moyle seconded and all were in favour, therefore

Resolved: tickets to the fireworks event were to be pre-sold at [4 per person and would be
available at £5 on the night.

After a short discussion, councillors agreed that there would be no May newsletter.

183 Date of Next Meeting

Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, Monday 114 May 2026.

Action: Clerk to send out details of committees and council roles for consideration prior to
the meeting

The meeting concluded at 8.49pm

Chair: Date:
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Sevenoaks North & Darent Valley
Marc Logen | County Councillor | Reform UK

April 2026 Report

Highway Improvement Plan

KCC has published an updated Highway Improvement Plan (HIP) Information Pack, which |
am circulating with this update. It is worth parishes having a copy to hand - the HIP is the
formal mechanism through which communities can request new highway measures, and
understanding how it works will save time and avoid frustration.

The pack covers a wide range of improvements that parishes can request, including speed
limit changes, 20mph zones, pedestrian crossings, waiting restrictions, bollards, gateway
treatments, and vehicle activated signs. Each section sets out what the measure involves,
the site conditions required, and indicative costs. Those costs are not trivial - a Traffic
Regulation Order alone starts at £3,350, and most physical measures require one.

A few points worth highlighting:

- Timescales are long. There is typically a 3-to-9-month lead-in before any work
begins, and Traffic Regulation Orders take on average 9 to 12 months to come into
force. Parishes should factor this into any communications with residents.

- Pre-consultation is the parish’s responsibility. Before KCC will progress a TRO, the
parish must demonstrate it has engaged with all relevant stakeholders and
documented the results. The pack includes templates for this.

- Design fees are non-refundable. Once a parish pays for design work to begin, that
cost is not returned if the scheme does not proceed.

To submit a request or discuss a potential scheme, contact the West Kent Highway
Improvements Team at west.highwayimprovements@kent.gov.uk. | am available as an
escalation point if you are not getting a response or need help prioritising a request.

Road Maintenance vs. New Requests

A question that comes up regularly: who do you contact when something on the highway
needs attention? The answer depends on what you are asking for.

If an existing feature needs repair or refreshing - faded road markings, worn lines, a blocked
gully, a pothole - that is a maintenance issue. Report it directly to KCC using the link below.

For lines and markings specifically, select “Other” then “Lines.” KCC will pick this up through
its standard maintenance programme.

Report a fault: kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-or-track-a-problem-on-the-road-or-
pavement

If you want something new - new lines, new signs, a crossing where there was none before -
that is a new request and it goes through the HIP. It will not be picked up through the fault
reporting tool, and reporting it there will not advance it.

The practical test: refreshing faded zigzag lines outside a school is maintenance - report it
online. Adding new zigzag lines where there are none is a new request - add it to your HIP.
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Crash Data and Road Safety: How KCC Decides Whether to Act

Parishes across the division raise road safety concerns regularly, and a common source of
frustration is not knowing how KCC uses crash data, or why a junction that feels dangerous
may not result in physical changes. The following sets out how the process works.

What crash data exists and who holds it

Injury road traffic collisions (RTCs) are recorded by Kent Police under the national STATS19
reporting framework and passed to KCC Highways in batches, currently updated
approximately every six months. KCC can share recorded crash data with parish councils,
subject to conditions on wider publication and data sensitivity.

Raw data alone is not straightforward to interpret. KCC engineers are trained to assess
collision patterns, contributory factors, and whether engineering interventions are warranted.
The more useful output is a formal Crash Remedial Measures (CRM) report for a specific
site, which sets out what data has been reviewed, what decisions have been reached, and
the reasoning behind them. If a parish wants this for a particular location, | can request it
from KCC.

Incidents not reported to the police, or resolved privately through insurers, are not captured
in STATS19. Some insurers share damage-only data with KCC voluntarily, but they are not
legally required to do so. This means the formal dataset will often be smaller than the
number of incidents a community is aware of.

How KCC decides whether to act: the CRM process

KCC runs an annual CRM programme. Engineers review the most recent three years of
injury RTC data across the network and assess whether any sites warrant physical
intervention. The three-year window is the national standard.

For a rural cluster site, the threshold for identification is a minimum of four collisions within
that window. Sites that meet this threshold are assessed for whether engineering changes
are appropriate. Where collisions result primarily from driver or rider error - including
possible driving under the influence - engineering changes are unlikely to be recommended,
as enforcement and driver education are the appropriate responses.

Sites with a longer history may also be included in KCC’s wider monitoring programme
beyond the standard three-year window. Whether a site appears on the annual cluster list is
reviewed each year as the data is updated.

Planning applications

KCC is the statutory highway consultee for planning applications. When providing a formal
response, KCC can only rely on verified crash data. Concerns raised by residents or parish
councils about incidents not captured in STATS19 can be included as observations, but
cannot substitute for verified data in KCC’s formal response.

If a parish has highway safety concerns relating to a specific planning application, contact
KCC'’s Highways Planning team at customerfeedbackteam@kent.gov.uk.

What parishes can do

If you have concerns about a specific junction or road in your parish, raise it with me. | can
request a CRM report from KCC for that site, check whether it is on the current cluster list,
and push for a formal assessment where the evidence supports one. The annual CRM
cluster list is typically reviewed in early to mid-May each year.
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Questions & How to Get in Touch?

| represent 9 communities and produce this monthly update for all parishes/associations in
the ward. If you have issues where county-level involvement could help - highways,
planning, drainage, funding, or anything else that touches KCC - please get in touch. The
more | know about what is happening on the ground, the more effectively | can act.

| also receive many requests for help directly from local residents. Where the matter is
relevant to the parish, | will keep the clerk informed.

Email and Teams: marc.logen@kent.gov.uk - or arrange a Microsoft Teams call for
anything that needs more discussion. If something is urgent, email directly rather than
waiting for a meeting.

Parish meeting attendance: | plan to attend each parish in person at least once per
quarter. If you would like me at a specific meeting, email me directly.

Marc Logen

County Councillor for Sevenoaks North & Darent Valley
Kent County Council | Reform UK
marc.logen@kent.gov.uk
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8 CLERKS UPDATE/MATTERS ARISING

MATTERS ARISING — CLERKS REPORT
COMMITTEE Parish Council
DATE OF MEETING | 11 May 2026
UPDATED 11 May 2026

Minute 107: Materials Storage Policy and Agreement Form

It was agreed that the Clerk should contact KALC for more information on the legalities involved prior to
adopting the document.

Action: Clerk to contact NALC. To be Started

Mn 142: Write to Millen Court Management Company to point out the damage being caused to public
footpaths, football pitches due to the weir not being managed. In progress — information received from
Malcolm at DRiPS and James Nedham last week.

160 Streetlighting: Information was available at the St. George’s Day fete with a simple survey. Cllr Gurr
to report back with findings.

161 Purchase of Land from South Darenth Management Committee — Agenda item
Community Speedwatch — In progress. Ten volunteers so far, SDC have speed boards that we can

borrow. Volunteers must undertake an online training course. End of May/beg. Of June; Sites to be
confirmed and then the police will do a Risk Assessment before it can start.

Hawkspare ransom strip on Horton Road leading to agricultural field beneath the Heathside and identified
by SDC as a possible site for housing development as part of their new Local Plan. Initial site meeting took
place on Friday 8" May with representatives of land owner, dha who are planning consultants.

CORRESPONDENCE:
River Darent — email 18 August — consider designating as a ‘Special Area of Conservation’ (SAC)?

All other matters have been completed or are an agenda item



9 District Councillor Alan White Report 4" May 2026

For those of you that don’t know me, | was elected as District Councillor in May 2023
and
currently participate on six committees:

People and Places (Deputy Cabinet Member)
Cleaner and Greener

Development Management Committee
Innovation and Improvement

Development and Infrastructure

Community Infrastructure Levy Spending Board

In addition to the above comments, | have been a substitute for other committee
meetings.

Since May 2025 | have also been a co-opted Parish Councillor, participating on HR and
Events committees.

| attend as many Parish Council meetings as possible but regrettably I'm not able to
attend this evening's AGM as | as a brief stay in hospital.

Residents are also able to follow me on my Facebook profile -
https://www.facebook.com/share/18XBSHqEMw/?mibextid=wwXIfr

I have lived in Horton Kirby for 30 years so I'm fully committed to our community and
doing whatever | can to help.

I have supported the Parish Council and residents with their concerns over graffiti,
litter, fly tipping, potholes etc. I've have been in regular correspondence with KCC
Highways team imploring them to consider implementing anti-skid tarmac at the
junction of Horton Road, Bull Hill and The Street in light of the numerous collisions at
this location.

I have worked closely with Kent Police, Sevenoaks District Council and the DVLA
regarding the numerous cars along Lombard Street that are in-Tax, no MOT or have a
SORN registered.

We have very fortunate to have PCs Weatherall and Collins, as our neighbourhood
officers who have been very supportive with the ASB and catapult incidents, and also
removing stolen vehicles off our streets.

In addition to the above, I've also co-ordinated the annual Community Litter Pick,
volunteered at the St George's Day fete, attended regular meetings regarding the gas
maintenance and road closure to help minimise disruption.


https://www.facebook.com/share/18XBSHqEMw/?mibextid=wwXIfr

Many residents have complained about the Antisocial Behaviour at Franks Lans and
Westminster Field. Working closely with the Police and the Parish Council, we should
know by late May if the public consultation regarding the Public Spaces Protection
Order (PSPO) has been approved for the next three year cycle.

| also meet regularly with the Darent River Preservation Society (DRiPS) and | will be
participating in the removal of the Himalayan Balsam, along the River Darent at
Farningham in June.

I'm very happy to meet and talk to residents about the issues that are concerning them
and to help as much as | am able to.

With Local Government Reorganisation coming into effect from May 2027, this will very
likely be the last year as your District Councillor but | hope to make this coming year an

enjoyable one for all.

Regards, Alan



il HORTON KIRBY
and

HALLS COMMITTEE

Terms of Reference

The terms of reference for the Buildings Committee are as follows:

Scope of Commiittee:

Village Hall

Jubilee Hall

Heathside Grandstand

Heathside Brick Store

Bus Shelter

Plus any other associated buildings

Quorum:
The quorum for the committee is 3 voting members.

Delegated Powers:

to consider and make decisions on all aspects of the areas covered by the scope of the
committee with the exception of the closure or disposal of any of the parish council’s land or
assets;

to consider and make decisions on all matters referred to it from time to time by the parish
council;

to approve expenditure within the limits of the budget set by the parish council;

to request estimates for items not within approved budgets;

to appoint additional voting and non-voting members of the committee up to a maximum of 7
voting members and 3 non-voting members;

to decide frequency and dates/times of meetings; and

to appoint sub-committees for general or specific matters.

Standing Orders
The Parish Council’s Standing Orders adopted November 2018,updated April 2022 and
reviewed May 2023 apply to this Committee.

Reviewed PC Meeting May 23 Mn 16




Date: 07/05/2026

Horton Kirby & South Darenth PC Current Year

Page 1

Time: 16:46 Unity Trust Bank
List of Payments made between 01/04/2026 and 30/04/2026
Date Paid Payee Name Reference Amount Paid Authorized Ref  Transaction Detail
01/04/2026  NEST Pensions NEST 358.44 LGA 1972 s 151 April Pension
01/04/2026  Sevenoaks District Council SDC 260.00 LGA1972s133 VH Business Rates
07/04/2026  Hugo fox HUGOFOX 20.99 LGA1972s 142 gov.uk admin
13/04/2026  Hugo fox HUGOFOX 23.99 LGA1972 S142  Silver Membership
15/04/2026 HMRC HMRC 1,753.33 LGA1972 s101, PAYEAPRIL
110,11 2026
16/04/2026  Castle Water Limited CASTLE 131.22 LGA 1972 s 133 VH Water 22406
16/04/2026  Castle Water Limited CASTLE 38.97 LGA1972 s 133 Pavilion DD Water 3020
16/04/2026  Adobe Systems software LLOYDS 1499 LGA1976s19  Adobe Std 0216
16/04/2026 Amazon LLOYDS 56.19 LGA1972 s 151 Laminates/screen privacy
16/04/2026  PosterMyWall LLOYDS 3.99 LGA1972 s 145 St.George flyer
16/04/2026 Amazon LLOYDS 23.33 LGA1972 s 133  Water filters
16/04/2026  solopress LLOYDS 61.51 LGA 1972 s 145 1000 flyers St. Georges Day
16/04/2026 Lloyds Credit Card LLOYDS 3.00 LGA 1972 5151 Monthly card charge
20/04/2026  Hugo fox HUGOFOX 1.79 LGA1972 s 151 extra storage
22/04/2026  British Gas BRITGAS 387.51 LGA 1976 s19  VH Eleectricity 4684
22/04/2026  SSE Energy Solutions SSE 262.24 PC Act 1957 s3 3545 AGR4828644
23/04/2026  Sevenoaks District Council SDC 69.94 LGA 1976s19  Pavilion Rates
28/04/2026  British Gas BRITGAS 43.44 LGA 1976 s 19 Pavilion elec 1931
29/04/2026 TalkTalk TALKTALK 51.38 LGA1972 s 144  telephone/WiFi 2396
30/04/2026 WAGES NEST 358.44 LGA1972 Paid monthly in arrearas
101,111,112
30/04/2026  LothLorien Landscape Services LOTHLORIEN 4,021.20 LGA1976s19pHIt 32/26 Grounds/Halls Maintenanc
30/04/2026  Village Hall User Refund REFUND 300.00 Sale not Pre-Auth A Fisher Dam Deposit paid. PAID ALREADY
30/04/2026 St John Ambulance ST JOHNS 184.50 LGA1972 s 145 Cover for St George fete
30/04/2026  Net wages WAGES 4,786.34 LGA1972 April Wages
ss101,111,11
30/04/2026  Sports Ground Services Ltd SGS 1,578.00 PubHIth1875 s Inv 0155
164
30/04/2026  Mrs Back to Front FETE 250.00 LGA 1972 s 145 1002 St. Georges Day Fete
30/04/2026  Mulberry Local Authority SLtd MULBERRY 458.40 LGA 1972 s 133 2023 Year End Shut down
30/04/2026  Aegis Security Solutions Ltd. AEGIS 132.00 LGA1972 s 133 2375 Smoke Detector Fault
30/04/2026  Stallholder refund FETE 10.00 LGA1972 s 145 L Slatter canx. made plans
30/04/2026 Ml Payroll & Bookkeeping Servi MIPAY 69.00 LGA 1972 s 3967 Fixed price payroll
101,110,1
30/04/2026  ZA Pristine Property Services ZAPPS 2,203.00 LGA1972 s 133  042/43 Cleaning-caretaking
Total Payments 17,917.13
30/04/2026 Village hall deposit refund REFUND 25.00 LGA 1972's 133
30/04/2026 KPM KPM 84.00 Pest control Services
30/04/2026 Streetlights STREET 2369.18 fIRST HALF CONTRACT/12612
TOTAL PAYMENTS 20395.31 NG AND TM TO AUTHORISE
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Horton Kirby And South Darenth Tel: 01732 227000 Option 3
Parish Council Ask For: Eliot Froment
Council Office, Village Hall Email: planning.comments@sevenoaks.gov.uk
Horton Road My Ref: 26/00893/FUL
Your Ref:
South Darenth Date: 28 April 2026

Dartford
Kent DA4 9AX

For the attention of: Ms L Johnson

Dear Sir/Madam
Town And Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)

PARISH / TOWN COUNCIL CONSULTATION
Site: Land East Of Boyneswood Mussenden Lane Horton Kirby Kent

Development: Erection of single storey detached Bungalow with solar Panels. Septic
tank and rainwater harvesting tank. Extension to existing driveway, parking and
permeable paving with associated Landscaping.

We have received the above application and would welcome your views on the
proposals.

If you wish to comment you should do so by the close of the District Council’s business
hours at 5pm on 20th May 2026.

You can view and track the progress of this and other applications by visiting:
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/online-applications.

There are some notes on the reverse of this letter regarding material planning
considerations, which you may find helpful in making comments.

If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact me. Please email your
comments to us at: planning.comments@sevenoaks.gov.uk

Yours faithfully

Eliot Froment
Case Officer

Chief Executive: Dr. Pav Ramewal

Council Offices, Argyle Road, Sevenoaks, Kent TN13 1HG
Telephone: 01732 227000 DX 30006 Sevenoaks
Email: information@sevenoaks.gov.uk
www.sevenoaks.gov.uk
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20 STRIP OF LAND EAST HILL/PADDOCK CLOSE

June 2021 Parish Council first wrote to South Darenth Management Company (SDMC) who are
responsible for maintaining Paddock Close Estate’s green spaces

October 2021 letter of offer to purchase strip of land for £50 plus solicitor fees

Aug 25 Jo SDMC has been chasing their solicitor for weeks

Dec 2025 chased solicitors — not heard from since 01 Oct 25

20 Jan 26 Draft contract (not necessary) and TP1 received from solicitor

26 Jan 26 SDMC solicitor chasing Parish Council solicitor for confirmation of contract

Feb 26 Cllr Hollands went through paperwork and raised concerns about tall leylandii after 5 years.
April 26 PC would like opinion of our contracted tree surgeon and will ask SDMC to contribute half
towards any necessary work prior to agreement should it go ahead

May 2026 Agenda item

Response from SDMC received 8x April to PC question: As it has been several years since this was first
raised, the Councillors would like confirmation that SDMC have carried out annual tree inspections on the
row of conifer trees and if any recommendations were made and acted upon.

The parish council own quite a few green spaces and this is a statutory requirement for insurance
compliance.

If this is not the case, the parish council are happy to arrange an assessment by our own tree surgeon and
would suggest any costs could be split equally.

| have copied below the response regarding the conifers:

‘We have not carried out any formal or annual inspections of the trees and do not have any reports.
Occasionally,

when a tree surgeon has been on site for other work, we may have asked for a general opinion, but nothing
formal or in writing.

We have from time to time cut the trees back to keep them clear of the road. However, due to the length of
time the sale has taken and budget constraints, no recent work has been done and the trees are currently
overgrown.

We are not aware of any recommendations having been made’

7 May 2026
Lisa Johnson
HK + SD Parish Council
Parish Office
South Darenth Village Hall
DA4 0AX

Dear Lisa,

Thank you for inviting me to quote the tree works at your property,

T1-32 Conifer hedges,

Option a) Lift over highway £ 400
Option b) Fell to near ground level £4800
Option c) Reduce overall by approx. 30% £4000

Resulting debris to be removed from site.
VAT will apply
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