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HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Office, Village Hall, Horton Road, South Darenth DA4 9AZ

MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on
29t August 2023 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present:  Cllrs P Rushbrook Chair, G Hughes, D Mitchell, C Page, D Pedley,
H Rohard,

Cllrs A White and L Ball, District Councillors
Members of the public: 6 in total, including; M Dunn DRiPS, D Hollands and S Dove, SPCA
In attendance: L Johnson, Parish Clerk

The meeting started at 7.30pm

80 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr I Blackamore, T Moyle and R Gough.

81 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None received.

82 MINUTES
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the last meeting held 3 July 2023 were signed as a true record.

83 MATTERS ARISING

Minute 131: Strip of land at East Hill/Paddock Close. Purchase from SDMC for peppercorn amount. In
progtess, searching for new solicitor.

191 KCC Highways HIP:

GH to Collate video and factual evidence, Clerk to write to KCC and c.c. R Gough. In progress, waiting to
hear from KCC Highways department.

All other matters were either completed or appear as an agenda item.

Cllr Rohard added that an update on a Neighbourhood Plan would be included in the October Parish
Council meeting.

84 POLICE MATTERS

PC Gareth Mahoney was unable to attend. No additional information was received.

85 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC and CORRESPONDENCE

SD resident introduced himself and asked if the Parish council would consider looking into dot matrix
speed signs or a blanket 20mph through the villages. As a result of problems on nearby motorways both
villages had seen an increase in the volume and speed of traffic using them as a cut through. Cllr Rushbrook
agreed but the problem is lack of enforcing restrictions. Cllr Mitchell added that before any changes would
be considered, KCC highways required fact based evidence and invited mop to raise awareness through
social media. Clerk pointed out that equipment to monitor traffic could be borrowed from Sevenoaks
District Council (SDC)

The Council was advised that the swing in Saxon Place had damage to it and needed attention. ACTION:
Clerk will inform grounds maintenance contractor.
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South Darenth residents introduced themselves to the Councillors and brought along a model of a house
they had recently submitted plans to SDC. Councillors were satisfied with the answers to any questions
posed.

Correspondence

Clerk had forwarded a complaint from a resident regarding the poor quality resurfacing of East Hill to KCC
Highways. The response was that an inspection was to be made week beginning 4t September.

Following a report of horses and carts being used in Westminster field, which isn’t allowed under local
Byelaws, the incident had been logged with Kent Police and the Anti-Social Behaviour Unit at SDC.

86 PLANNING
To consider any planning applications, including those received by the clerk after the agenda had been
served to Councillors;

23/02103/FUL

Land East of Giffords

Holmesdale Road

South Darenth

Kent DA4 9AQ

New detached dwelling and associated access
COMMENT: No Objection/comment

23/01868/FUL

Woodland Park

Horton Wood

Mussenden Lane

Horton Kirby

Kent

DA4

Storage Building

COMMENT: Objection on grounds of harm to Green Belt land and ancient woodland which should have
a 15m buffer zone to protect roots.

23/02016/HOUSE

Spinnies

The Street

Horton Kirby

Kent

DA49BY

Ground floor front and rear extensions. Remodelling of the loft. Alterations to fenestration. Internal

alterations.
COMMENT: No objection/comment

23/01463/LBCALT

Avenue House

Holmesdale Road

South Darenth

Kent DA4 9]JP

Replace existing rotten timber windows with faithful timer heritage replicas.
COMMENT: No objection/comment
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87 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
Cllr Laurence Ball informed Councillors that with assistance from Cllr White and the parish office, planning
applications lodged for equine facilities in Franks Lane had been refused. Chimmens solar farm had yet to

put in an application and so no updates were available.
Cllr White had nothing to add.

88 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Cllr Gough was absent.

89 HALLS AND ROS COMMITTEE MINUTES
All approved Minutes to date from Halls and ROS Committees were received for information only.

90 SOLAR FARM WORKING GROUP

Cllr Hughes told the council that the working group (w.g.) had recently reconvened. Former councillor
Roger House had been co-opted as Chair of the w.g. as his expertise on managing charitable trusts would be
invaluable.

The aims of the Trust would be to manage funds derived, initially from Wessex Solar farm and donations
received from other sources, the benefit of the parish.

91 CIL SPENDING BOARD

Councillors received copy of circulated email advising the next CIL s[pending board will be taking place 29t
November with application deadline of 15 September. Cllrs agreed that the Heathside entrance and other
improvements to parking and playgrounds should also be included.

Cllr Ball confirmed that 50% of costs were to be met by the Parish council.

92 FINANCIAL MATTERS

Schedule Of Accounts

The schedule of accounts were received and payments were approved.

Chair approved and signed the bank reconciliation to date.

Clerk advised that Unity Trust Bank had supplied new paying-in books so that cash could be deposited via
the Post Office. Although most payments were via card, amounts under £5 were still generally made in cash

93 INSURANCE RENEWAL

Parish Council insurance is due for renewal 15t October 2023. Quotes were received from;

BHIB Councils - £4669.75 inc IPT per annum for a fixed 3 year period. Additional /25 admin fee.
HISCOX - £8039.44 inc IPT, no discount for 3 year agreement. Additional /75 admin fee.

ZURICH - £4869.51 inc IPT for fixed 3 year period. No admin fee.

All quotes were as per valuation undertaken in 2021 of all parish council owned buildings, contents, land &
surfaces, playgrounds and street furniture.

RESOLVED: Clir Mitchell proposed, Cllr Page seconded and all were in favour of accepting BHIB
Councils quote of £4669.75 for a fixed three year period.

94 WEBSITE CONTRACT

Website supplier Hugo Fox had given notice that from 4% October 2023, due to increase in costs, the
provision of the parish council website would no longer be free of charge and after a 45 day free trial period
would be introducing a tiered system packages ranging from £9.99 to 329.99 pcm.

Councillors discussed alternative options to be investigated.

ACTION: Cletk to research alternative providers and costs for October Parish Council meeting.

95 APPOINTMENT OF ACCOUNTANT FOR 2023-24 FINANCIAL YEAR
Clerk had sent proposal from April Skies Accountancy Services to provide Mike Platten as internal auditor
to HK & SD parish council to carry out interim and year end audit for a fee of £460 plus travel costs.
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Clerk advised they were happy with service provided since previous accountant retired and April Skies were
less expensive. Cllr Hughes proposed, Cllr Rohard seconded, all were in favour and it was

RESOLVED: To accept April Skies proposal to provided accountancy services for the current financial
year.

96 ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
To receive information and costs for damage to Parish Council owned property and fly-tipping.

DATE DESCRIPTION £

07 Aug 23 LocksNTools repair to gate 47.50
25 Aug 23 WF Flush repair/batrier sign 97.00
25 Aug 23 Purchase of new gate to Heathside 170.45
TOTAL 314.95

Clerk advised that this did not include the fitting and extra welding to the gate, plus the current problem
with the flush in the w.c. in Westminster field

8.25pm Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the Chair
passed a procedural motion to exclude the public from the next item due to the confidential nature of
the business to be transacted.

97 CONFIDENTIAL ITEM

Sevenoaks District Council had informed all parish & town councils that due to rising costs to manufacture
garden waste sacks, they have had to implement a price rise with immediate effect. Councillors were
reluctant but agreed they had no choice but to pass this on to residents who wished to purchase them.
ACTION: With immediate effect, the price of a bundle of 25 garden waste sacks is now £25.00. Clerk to
notify residents through social media and noticeboards.

98 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Monday 20d October 2023

Meeting closed at 8.35pm

Chair

Date
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