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HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL 
Parish Office, Village Hall, Horton Road, South Darenth DA4 9AZ 

 
MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on 

5th February 2024 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm 
 
 
Present:   Cllrs P Rushbrook Chair, I Blackamore Vice,  D Pedley, T Moyle, C Page H Rohard 
 

District Cllr A White  
 
Members of the public: 5 including D Hollands & S Dove SPC, M Dunn from DRiPS  

  
In attendance: L Johnson, Parish Clerk 
 
The meeting started at 7.34pm 
        
 
179  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Were received from Cllr Mitchell. 
 
180 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
None received. 
 
181 MINUTES 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the last meeting held on the 6th January 2024 were signed 
as a true record. 
 
182 MATTERS ARISING 
Appendix 1 

183 POLICE MATTERS 
Clerk advised PC O’Callaghan had withdrawn from service and PC Wayne Owen would replacing 
him until further notice. PS Kevin Savill had sent in a report. Appendix 2 
 
184 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC and CORRESPONDENCE 
Member of the public  asked the council if they were aware of numerous lorry loads of felled wood 
had been seen exiting from the Mussenden Lane/Horton Wood area. Parish council were aware 
but had no further information regarding this. 
Correspondence received from: 
Sevenoaks District Council to advise that effective 29th March 2024, they would no longer be 
operating their pest control services. 
KCC Highways regarding recent site visit to Holmesdale Hill/Road and Rays Hill/The Street with 
Councillors concerning lack of road markings and signs. Highways had replied with interim 
observations but the Parish Council would have to pay £1006 design fee with a full design and 
schedule of costs to follow. 
Action: Clerk to research minimum Highways obligations regarding signage and contact Roger 
Gough. 
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185 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS  
District Councillor Alan White informed the council that he had recently met with Laura Trott & 
Cllr Roger Gough, and that both were against developing the Green Belt site at Pedham Place. 
Quoting Ms Trott “…Green Belt protections. I know I sound like a broken record, however my 
view on this is simple and will not change; Green Belt and is rightly protected and if a planning 
application is put in for the Green Belt and does not have community support, the answer should 
be now. This is a pledge I stood at the General Election 2019 and a pledge I will continue to fight 
for…”. 
The National Highways agency report states that amendments are ‘unviable’ at Junction 3 of the 
M25, Swanley roundabout. Sevenoaks District Council area is covered by 90%+ of Green Belt 
land it is felt that the central Governments housing quota should be amended for this reason. 
Cllr White had arranged to take local resident Joel Kentish to SDC Dunbrik depot for a tour of the 
site, which is a hub for all waste collections, vehicles, workshops etc. which was thoroughly 
enjoyed. 
Finally a reminder that there will be a community Litter Pick day on Sunday 24th March, meeting 
outside the Village hall at 10.00am. 
Cllr Ball gave his apologies. 
 

186        REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Apologies were received from Cllr Gough.  
 
187        PLANNING 
 
23/03534/FUL 
Tranby Croft 
The Street 
Horton Kirby 
Kent DA4 9BY 
Construction of additional dwelling incorporating replacement of stable block 
Resolved: OBJECT – Overdevelopment, Impact in Green Belt and adjacent conservation area. 
Concerns regarding access & highway safety 
 
24/00152/HOUSE 
The Copse 
91 Shrubbery Road 
South Darenth 
Kent DA4 9AP 
Single storey rear extension 
Resolved: NO OBJECTION 
 
24/00073/HOUSE 
25 New Road 
South Darenth 
Kent DA4 9AT 
Two storey rear extension 
Resolved: OBJECT as before  
 
23/03387/FUL 
Field West of Junction with Rays Hill/Eglantine Lane 
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Horton Kirby 
Kent 
Amended block/site plan to remove areas of fencing and hardstanding to address comments from 
KCC Ecology 
Resolved: No further comments 
    
188 2024 KALC COMMUNITY AWARDS SCHEME 
HK & SD Parish Council had nominated Joel Kentish for his ‘cheerful and tireless’ litter picking in 
the village. Further discussion took place and it was agreed to present Joel with his certificate at the 
St. Georges day fete on 4th May. 
Action: Clerk to arrange 
 
189       BUDGET FOR 2024-25  
The Parish Council had ratified at the January meeting to increase their portion of the council tax 
by 10%. Clerk advised that various nominal codes should be returned to the original figures to 
ensure final budget figures balanced: 
4150 IT support /software £2,500 
4220 St. Georges Day event  £1,500 
4240 Training   £   500 
4235 Community Benefit £3,636 
4270 Travel   £   100 
 
All Councillors accepted this and there were no questions. 
 
190        FINANCIAL MATTERS 
The schedule of accounts were received and payments to the value of  £45,510.23 were approved 
for payment by the Council.  
Clerk explained that £12,565 payable to Fawns Recreational Services would be from Playgrounds 
reserve account to cover the cost of updating the trim trail in the Heathside. Associated costs 
would also be transferred from Reserves. 
Chair signed reconciled Unity Trust and NatWest bank sheets to date. 
Payment to Castle Water of £5,749.83 for water/waste bill for the Pavilion to be paid from 
Land/Buildings Reserves account.  
Clerk had been in dispute since June 2022 when a revised invoice was received. This was disputed 
due to leaks nearby in the Street, Horton Kirby and the meter itself had not been read for 6 years 
by Thames Water. A Monthly direct debit amount of £50 had been paid during the dispute as this 
reflected the figures prior to the demand. Ofwat had also been contacted with little support. Letter 
received 25 January 2024 stating that unless full amount was received within 7 days, the water 
supply would be cut off and the debt passed to a Field Collection partner. 
Chair thanked the Clerk for their efforts but the Parish Council could not be tarnished with a debt 
and the water could not be cut off at the Pavilion as it provided a public toilet and facilities for 
football teams. 
 
191 GRANTS COMMITTEE 
Further to the annual meeting on the 22nd January, the Committee proposed awards to: 
Horton Kirby Bowls Club £500 towards fencing along the Horton Road boundary 
Village Church, South Darenth £750 to purchase a hot cupboard to help keep the free meals hot 
for those attending the ‘Warm Space’ on Fridays. 
1st Horton Kirby Scout Group £500 for repairs and improvements to the Scout Hut. 
St. Mary’s Bell Ringers towards the cost of replacing worn ropes and the star on top of the rower. 
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We are Beams in Hextable £250 who support up to 24 families within the Parish for family advice 
services. 
Resolved: Parish council accepted in full, the Grants committee proposal. 
Action: Clerk to advise and process payments 
    
192 COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Approved Minutes from the Halls Committee meeting November 2023 were received for 
information only. 
 
193   ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 
Clerk advised no costs for January to date although reports of ev signs in Westminster field car 
park being removed, multi-use toilet in the Heathside covered in muddy footprints and other ASB 
behaviour, four windows in the Pavilion having ‘shot’ marks in them and the actual green metal 
hoop in 100 year wood being pulled out of the ground. 
Action: Clerk to inform new local beat officer of ASB behaviour in the parish. 
 
 
194 WEBSITE/SOCIAL MEDIA/NEWSLETTER ITEMS 
Deadline for the Newsletter was 31st January. There were no other items. 
 
195 CASUAL NOTICE OF VACANCY OF PARISH COUNCILLOR 
Sevenoaks District council had received no requests had been received to fill the causal vacancy in 
the Parish by election. It is now the responsibility of Councillors to co-opt to fill the vacancy ‘as 
soon as practicable.’ The person co-opted must be qualified for holding office Local Government 
Act 1972 
Action: Clerk 
 
196 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Monday 4th March 2024 
 
Meeting closed at 8.05 pm 
 
 
 
Chair ___________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Date ___________________________________________ 
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Appendix 1 
 

MATTERS ARISING 
COMMITTEE Parish Council 
DATE OF MEETING 5th February 
UPDATED 30th   January 2024 

 
 
64 MATTERS ARISING 
Minute 131: Strip of land at East Hill/Paddock Close. Purchase from SDMC for peppercorn 
amount. Action: Client agreement forms returned to Kate Jackson 30 Oct 23. In progress 
 
191 KCC Highways (147 Dec 23) KCC to start work Feb 24.  
 
128 Youth Work Provision – In progress. Cllr Rohard  
 
130  Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr Rohard. In progress. 
 
143 Public questions and Correspondence  
Clerk to send Cllr McGarvey copy of PC burial ground map. In progress 
 
169 Events 
St. Georges Day 4th May – In progress 
DM to send LJ list of stalls/vendors 
Gas Beacon for 6th June – PR completed 
 
All other items were completed, referred to the relevant Committee or appear as an agenda item 
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Appendix 2. 
 
From PS Kevin Savill 
 
 
From published data- most crime is marginally up yet High Harm Crime such as residential 
burglaries is significantly lower.  
Violent crime has seen a reduction as has sexual offences. At present there does not appear to 
be an identified crime trend for the area ( Unless raised in the meeting) 
Antisocial behaviour has seen a rise- it is noted that there has been a group of youths that 
have caused issues around the shop and in some residential areas.  The local officer has been 
making contact with store owners to make sure CCTV is being collected and linked to 
investigations and images circulated in the correct channels for identification.  
Although there has been a rise in Antisocial behaviour- it is around 56 calls- it is vitally 
important that the incidents are reported, we do try and respond to calls albeit sometimes 
they are not resourced at the time. Local Beat officers will try and deal with local problems but 
need to know here the issues are.  
Police have been working with West Kent Housing and Sevenoaks District Council in relation to 
a repeat victim of ASB and are in the process of providing cameras for their location due to 
their vulnerabilities.  
The district as a whole are still 50% under staffed for the new Neighbourhood Model 
commenced in last June. There has been a Force priority uplift for further staff so at some 
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point there should be two designated officers for the Parish providing better cover once in 
place. 
Police have been working with West Kent Housing and Sevenoaks District Council in relation to 
a repeat victim of ASB and are in the process of providing cameras for their location due to 
their vulnerabilities. Police have also conducted joint visits to Oakview Stud with partner 
agencies  and will continue to support any further visits or required enforcement.  
If members of the public want updates from their local officer please sign up to My Community 
Voice that is the Neighbourhood communication platform Kent Police have chosen to use. Sign 
up is easily done from the Kent Police website. 
If any residents or Councillors have issues they need to pass on either contact Sevenoaks 
Council CSU or use the Police on line reporting for non-emergency incidents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix 3. 
 
From KCC Cllr Roger Gough 
 
• I wrote to the Strategic Planning team at Sevenoaks DC on 11 January 2024 regarding the 
“Regulation 18 consultation on Plan 2040”, raising your concerns about the new local plan and in 
particular Pedham Place, I have attached the letter for your information, though it has of course 
also been highlighted on social media. 
 
• Issues concerning the 414 bus – I will reply to Southdowns residents on this but have the 
following comments from our officer; the key point is that we do not control this commercial 
service, though we will certainly raise the issue in our regular meetings with Arriva: –“ The service 
is an Arriva commercial and the changes referred to were theirs to make and reflect the ongoing 
industry challenge of reduced bus use post pandemic together with increasing costs. We would 
have to acknowledge that with a reduced level of service, it is of course more important that the 
journeys that are scheduled to run actually do. We have regular operational calls with Arriva where 
we can raise these sorts of problems. Issues relating to reliability on the 414 have not been bought 
to our attention but we will raise the concerns at the next meeting that we have with them. I note 
reference to our sanctioning Arriva for service failures but unfortunately this is not how the 
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industry is set up. The market is privatised and outside of services that KCC directly contracts, 
where we do not issue the operator or service licenses and do not have contractual or regulatory 
levers that we can use this being a role for the Department for Transport. The National Bus 
Strategy and our Enhanced Partnership schemes that have resulted from this di give us greater 
partnership working powers but these stop short of any mechanism to sanction” 
 
• Holmesdale Hill and other HIP issues - Nigel Rowe as liaised with his colleagues in 
Planning and Advice and he subsequently provided the advice to Lisa. “They have come back to 
me with the following suggestions to improve this junction. Rays Hill/The Street - Travelling West 
- Veg clearance for existing bend ahead and refresh existing SLOW marking, Move the existing 
chevron on the bend 5m east so that it is visible for users. Travelling south towards the bend - 
Where the existing 30mph can either add a SLOW marking or a bend ahead road marking - Add 
new chevron in place of the one we moved above for left turn - Finally we could look to add edge 
of carriageway markings to give the feel the road is narrower to help maintain the lower speeds. 
Point 2 Holmesdale road - i think here we can refresh the edge of carriageway marking, veg 
clearance (might be private but ops will confirm) and clear debris as seems to be a lot of build-up 
which makes the edge of carriageway marking difficult to see. This is just an interim observation 
and would be subject to a full design if you wish to ahead. Unfortunately, unlike Bull Hill I would 
not be able to assist here with costs so there would be a design fee payable of £1006 and a full 
design and schedule of costs would be prepared for you after that.  I will leave that with you to 
discuss with Councillors. In the meantime, could I ask that you submit a fresh HIP including this 
and any other points. I have attached a blank HIP for you and will be happy to discuss any other 
issues you want to add.” 
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