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HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL



Parish Office, Village Hall, Horton Road, South Darenth DA4 9AZ

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on
5th December 2022 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 8.00 pm
Present: 
 P Rushbrook, Chair, R House Vice Chair

 Cllrs I Blackamore, G Hughes, D Mitchell, T Moyle, C Page, M Stead, J Stewart
Cllr P McGarvey, 

12 members of the public including M Dunn DRiPS, D Holland and S Dove SCPA
In attendance: L Johnson, Parish Clerk
The meeting started at 7.52pm
114
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Received in advance from KCC Cllr Roger Gough
115
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None received.

116
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the last meeting held 7th November  2022 be approved and signed as a true record.

117
MATTERS ARISING

188 CCTV Policy: Clerk to produce CCTV Policy. In progress
189 Complaints Policy Clerk to review Complaints Policy. In progress                                                                                                                        

131 2022 Calendar: Strip of Land on East Hill/Paddock Close – awaiting response from Mar 22
104 County Councillors Report: virtual meeting held with KCC Highways 23rd Nov 23.

107 Auditor: Blue skies Accountancy company employed. First interim audit scheduled for 12th January 2023.

109 Commercial Machine Operator: Elavon due to be installed 6 December 2022.


118
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC & CORRESPONDENCE

Malcolm Dunn, DRiPS, commented that KCC had made repairs to the bridge over the River Darent in Franks Lane and chevrons had been replaced. A Horton Kirby resident said that whilst the replacement wooden bollards were welcome along Lombard Street, two had already been removed so they could park on the verge., plastic barriers had been left in the street and lights from Oakview Stud Farm had been permanently on, dazzling local residents homes. All had been reported to various departments at Sevenoaks District Council.
A query was made regarding flooding in Lombard Street. Cllr Rushbrook noted this, saying that after the pond/ditch had been dug out by a local resident, a large pipe was unblocked and rainwater was flowing freely into the pond. However, KCC had since worked on the same area and it was no longer as affective.

ACTION: Clerk to contact KCC Highways (West).

Correspondence had been received from St. Mary the Virgin church thanking the Parish Council for allowing them to use the Village hall facilities for their recent Christmas fair.
119
REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
As Cllr R Gough was not present, Chair moved to agenda item 7

120
REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Cllr McGarvey had received an invitation from Mr Chambers of Franks farm to have a site meeting with reference to the planning application for poly tunnels, reservoir, storage and cold store building and new access road. Cllr House confirmed he would attend on behalf of HK & SD Parish Council. Cllr McGarvey pointed out that comments regarding the planning application should be submitted to SDC Planning as soon as possible. 

Cllr Moyle expressed his surprise at Highways response to this application that traffic would not be significantly increased to which Cllr Rushbrook and McGarvey voiced their concerns at the validity of the response from KCC Highways.
121
POLICE MATTERS

PCSO Ostridge was unable to attend. The latest newsletter contained no information relevant  to the Parish.
122
PLANNING

The following were considered and comments resolved.

22/03078/FUL
Waverley

The Street

Horton Kirby

Kent DA4 9BY

Construction of new stables and sand school.
ACTION: Objection: Noise, smells and disturbance resulting from use. Effect on conservation area.
123
WESSEX SOLAR PARK PLANNING APPLICATION
Cllr House introduced himself as Chair of the working group (WG - Cllrs. House and Hughes and local resident Neville Machin) to which the Planning Application (PA) had been referred to research and prepare a report with recommendations to bring to full Parish Council.
Cllr House stated that he would like to record thanks to Neville Machin for the huge amount of time he had spent going through the documents and co-ordinating meetings with stakeholders.

 In presenting the final report to the council he pointed out that, following questions arising from the draft report, the WG had made some minor amendments to the conditions listed in the report and produced a supplemental document. The final report would be submitted to SDC Planning Department and also be made available to view on the Parish Council’s website and main noticeboard.
Councillors discussed the report’s contents and sought clarifications from Cllrs House and Hughes. Councillors were referred to the supplemental notes to the report in particular; Wessex Solar rented the land from the Billings group and were solely responsible for the construction, maintenance and decommissioning of the park throughout the 40 year planned project. They have experience of such plans and would be employing a Banksman to control traffic movements. Wessex Solar had also requested a point of contact within the Parish Council to provide updates at all times.
Cllr Page was satisfied that she had been fully informed following a meeting with Neville Machin.
Cllr Mitchell recommended that the Parish Council should object on all grounds as the disadvantages outweighed the advantages and the disruption to the villages would be huge.
Cllr Stewart advised he was against the project.
Cllr Rushbrook thanked the WG for all their hard work, accepted the recommendations were commendable but he would oppose the Solar Park due to the disruption and change to the landscape.
The Council accepted the Final Report as presented and steps necessary to bring its main and supplemental recommendations and into effect.
The motion to accept the report was proposed by Cllr. House and seconded by Cllr. Stead. Council voted for the motion 6:3 with Cllrs Mitchell, Stewart and Rushbrook against. The motion was therefore carried and
RESOLVED: To send a revised comments form to SDC Planning Department, objecting to the planning application unless the conditions, set out in the report, are met. In the event that the applicant agrees to fulfil these conditions the Parish Council will have no objections to the proposed development and the referral to the SDC Development Control Committee should be withdrawn.
It was further resolved: that with the adoption of the report and the revised response to the SDC planning consultation form that the referral of the pa, by Cllr McGarvey, to the Development Control Committee should be withdrawn.
124
EXTERNAL AUDITOR
Notification was received that the Smaller Authorities Audit Appointments, responsible for appointing external auditors, have appointed Mazars LLP to carry out the Parish Council’s limited assurance reviews (AGAR’s) for the 2022-23 financial year for 5 years until 2026-27.
125
BUDGET SETTING

Clerk had updated budget figures following recent Council and Committee meetings. Once HR and Halls Committee meetings were finalised, the council would have all the available information to discuss precept request at the January 23 meeting.
126
FINANCIAL MATTERS

The schedule of accounts and payments were approved for payments to be made electronically.
The annual CIL report for April 21 – March 22 was received for information.

ACTION: Clerk to submit to SDC and publish on website
127
HALLS COMMITTEE
The approved Minutes from July 2022 were received for information only.

128
ROS COMMITTEE

The approved Minutes from August 2022 were received for information only.

129
WEBSITE/SOCIAL MEDIA/NEWSLETTER ITEMS

Newsletter had gone to print and distributed.

131
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Monday 9th January 2023
Meeting closed at 8.45pm
Chair: 



Date:                        


               




 




office@hksdparishcouncil.co.uk
01322 865193
www.hksdparishcouncil.co.uk

