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   HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL 

Parish Office, Village Hall, Horton Road, South Darenth DA4 9AZ 
 

19th May 2026  
 
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 11th May 2026 in 

the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30pm 
 
Present: Cllr I Blackamore,  T Moyle,  N Gurr, D Hollands, C Page,  D Wakefield 
 
District Cllr L Ball,  
Kent County Cllr M Logen 
 
Members of the Public: 5 including M Dunn from DRiPS 
 
In Attendance: L Johnson Parish Clerk     
 
 
1 ELECTION OF CHAIR 
Cllr Blackamore welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
Resolved that Cllr Blackamore be elected as Chairman for 2026-27 
Cllr Blackamore signed his declaration of acceptance of Office. 
 
2   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Accepted from Cllrs D Mitchell and A White 

3  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
None  
 
4 ELECTION OF VICE CHAIR FOR 2026-27 
Resolved that Cllr Alan White be elected as Vice Chair for 2026-27  
 
5 MINUTES 
The Minutes of the last meeting held 13th April  2026 were signed to confirm they are a true 
and accurate record of the meeting’s proceedings. 
 
The chair moved item 7 forward 
6 POLICE MATTERS 
Chair Ian Blackamore offered his condolences to PC Joe Weatherall 
and his colleagues for the tragic passing of colleague PC Bradley Corke at the end of March.  
PC Joe was congratulated for completing the London Marathon and PC Eleanor had recently 
celebrated her wedding. 
PC said that not only was Bradley a colleague but also a friend and had worked with him in 
the past. 
PC Eleanor Collins had recently married and was currently on honeymoon. 
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Pc Weatherall said that since he had been moved to cover this area in December 2025, he had 
worked on making police more visible and had been proactive in addressing issues at Oakview 
Stud Farm in Horton Kirby. 
The Public Space Protection Order was progressing well and should be in place by the 
summer. 
Residents were encouraged to contact PC Joey via ‘My Community Voice’ or report online 
should they see anything suspicious.  
 
The Chair moved item 6 of the agenda forward 
7           KENT COUNTY COUNCILLOR FOR SEVENOAKS NORTH AND    

DARENT VALLEY 
Marc Logen monthly report- Appendix 1 
Including; highway Improvement Plan, Crash data and road safety 
 
8 CLERKS REPORT 
Appendix 2 
Including: Millen court Management Company and Community Speedwatch. 
 
9 DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr. Alan Whites monthly update – Appendix 3 
Cllr Lawrence Ball reported that residents do not have the choice of opting out of the new 
 bin regime as it is being rolled out across the country. He realised that there were some  
properties that would have difficulty and they should contact either him or Sevenoaks District 
Council. 
 
10 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC AND CORRESPONDENCE 
One question was raised about the charity quiz held in the Village hall. The clerk advised that 
it would be discussed at the next Halls meeting.  
One correspondence had been received from St. Mary’s Church thanking the Parish Council 
for the grant of £500 which will be put towards the building works. 
 
11   MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES, SPECIAL INTEREST ROLES AND 
OTHER BODIES.  
Parish Councillors: Ian Blackamore, Nick Gurr, Dave Hollands, Dawn Mitchell, Terry 
Moyle, Christine Page, Dawn Wakefield, Alan White  
 
COMMITTEES  
Halls Committee (5)Dawn Mitchell Chair, Ian Blackamore, Dave Hollands, Terry Moyle, 
Christine Page 
Recreation and Open Spaces Committee (ROS) (5) Dave Hollands Chair, Ian 
Blackamore, Nick Gurr, Christine Page, Dawn Wakefield  
HR & Complaints Committee (5) Ian Blackamore Chair, Alan White, Nick Gurr, Dawn 
Mitchell, Christine Page 
Grants (5) Ian Blackamore, Nick Gurr, Terry Moyle, Christine Page 
WORKING GROUPS  
Events (5) Clerk, Dave Hollands, Ian Blackamore, Terry Moyle, Christine Page, Alan White, 
plus 3 members of the public 
Wessex Solar Working Group: Cllrs I Blackamore, D Wakefield, MoP Mr N Machin, Mr R 
House  
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SPECIAL INTEREST  
Allotments Inspection: D Hollands, T Moyle, Assistant Clerk 
Burial Grounds Inspection: D Hollands, T Moyle, I Blackamore, Assistant Clerk  
Footpaths: N Gurr, T Moyle, A White  
Internal Auditor: Mulberry Local Authority Services.  
Internal inspection of accounts twice per year: TBC  
Any Councillor may visit the Parish Office to inspect systems and accounts.  
Water Hydrants: Dave Hollands  
 
OTHER BODIES:  
Anthony Roper Charity  
Cllr T Moyle, Malcolm Green, Rick Campbelton  
DRiPS: Malcolm Dunn 
Horton Kirby & South Darenth Community Villages Trust 
Founder trustees: Cllr I Blackamore, Cllr D Wakefield, Mr R House, Mrs A Wiltshire,  
Mrs S Bannayi 
Action: Clerk to post information about the Charities Trust when confirmation of start date 
is available.  
 
12 CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2026-27 
Parish Council meetings to be held on the first Monday of the month except when it falls 
on a Bank Holiday, then will be held the following Monday at 7.30pm. The Parish Council will 
be in recess during August.  
 
The Halls Committee to meet bi-monthly (January, March, May, July, September, and 
November) on the third Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm  
 
The Recreation and Open Spaces Committee to meet bi-monthly (February, April, June, 
August, October on the fourth Monday of every month at 7.30pm. The August meeting will 
take place on the first Monday of the month in place of the Parish Council meeting. 
December meeting will be on the 15th.  
 
The Grants Committee will meet annually, in January 2027, to determine the award of grants 
to applicants received by 31st December 2026.  
 
The HR Committee will meet twice per year, March and September, and will meet 
additionally when required.  
 
13  GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE  
The Parish Council do not meet the criteria to Declare General Power of Competence as it 
has a CiLCA qualified Clerk on staff but insufficient elected members. As per the Localism 
Act 2011, sections 1 to 8.  
 
14  HALLS COMMITTEE TERMS OF REFERENCE  
Cllr Page proposed, Cllr Gurr seconded and all were in favour and  
Resolved: That the terms of reference for the Halls committee shall be changed to five voting 
members in order to align with other Committees Terms of Reference. 
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15  STANDING ORDERS ANNUAL REVIEW  
It was noted that there were no amendments or updates to the Standing Orders published 
March 2025.As per the Smaller authorities Proper Practices Panel (SAPPP)1.14 Standing 
Orders and Financial Regulations - The authority needs to have in place standing orders and 
financial regulations governing how it operates. These need to be regularly reviewed, fit for 
purpose, and adhered to.  
Action: Clerk to note Minute number of review 
 
16  FINANCIAL REGULATIONS ANNUAL REVIEW  
It was noted that there were no updates or amendments to the March 2025 edition of the 
Model Financial Regulations. As per the Smaller authorities Proper Practices Panel 
(SAPPP)1.14 Standing Orders and Financial Regulations - The authority needs to have in 
place standing orders and financial regulations governing how it operates. These need to be 
regularly reviewed, fit for purpose, and adhered to.  
Action: Clerk to note Minute number of review. 
 
17  FINANCIAL MATTERS  
Schedule of Accounts – Appendix 4 
The schedule of accounts for April was received totalling £20,395.31. Cllrs Moyle and Gurr to 
authorise electronic payments to be made. There were no questions. 
 
18  ANNUAL PARISH MEETING  
As the Parish Council had a stall at the St. George’s Day fete on the 25th April, it was 
confirmed that no additional meeting will be held.  
 
19  PLANNING  
To consider any planning applications including those received by the clerk after the agenda 
had been served to Councillors:  
 
26/00893/FUL 
Land East of Boyneswood 
Mussenden Lane 
Horton Kirby, Kent 
Erection of single storey detached bungalow with solar panels. Septic tank and rainwater 
harvesting tank. Extension to existing driveway, parking and permeable paving with associated 
landscaping. 
Action: No objection/no comment 
 
20  STRIP OF LAND EAST HILL/PADDOCK CLOSE  
The Parish Council tree surgeon had attended the site and advised there were three options to 
consider: 
Lift the conifers over the highway to meet KCC regulation at £   400.00 
Fell to near ground level     £4,800.00 
Reduce overall height by approx. 30%    £4,000.00 
Cllr Gurr questioned why would the Parish Council take on a liability whilst the Management 
Company had not carried out annual surveys on trees to ensure they met with current 
legislation. After further consideration, Cllr Gurr proposed that the minimum requirements 
should be undertaken with the £400 costs being paid equally between the Parish Council and 
South Darenth Management Company. Cllr Page seconded and all were in favour and  
Resolved: that the Clerk would inform SDMC of their decision. 
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21  NEWSLETTER/EVENTS/SOCIAL MEDIA  
Mr Roger House has offered to print a 2 page newsletter later on in the year. This will 
advertise the Fireworks event on the 1st November and Christmas Bazaar on the 5th 
December. 
Cllr Hollands reported that the St. Georges’ Day fete was well attended and enjoyed by all 
those that visited the Heathside. The Rock Choir was  hugely successful and he would want of 
see them again. Cllr Hollands thanked Joel and John for volunteering all day. 
As this was a first for Cllr Hollands as event organiser, he said that he had gained significant 
insight and would apply this to next year’s fete, of which he was already thinking about. 
 
Cllr Dave Hollands was thanked by the Council for his hard work and time put in to make this 
year’s St. Georges fete a very successful one. 
 
22  KALC COMMUNITY AWARDS SCHEME  
Presented by Cllr Christine Page to Peter Bradley – Appendix 5 
 
23  DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
 
Monday 1st June 2026 
 
The meeting concluded at 8.42pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chair:  ____________________________________     Date: ________________________ 
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