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HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL 

The Village Hall, Horton Road, South Darenth DA4 9AZ 
 

MINUTES of the Meeting of the RECREATION AND OPEN SPACES (ROS) 
COMMITTEE held on Monday 23rd February 2026 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. 

 
PRESENT: Cllrs D Hollands Chair, I Blackamore, N Gurr, D Mitchell, C Page, D Wakefield 
 
IN ATTENDANCE:  L Johnson Parish Clerk 
 
Members of the Public: six including allotment and football representatives. 
 
The meeting began at 7.30pm 
 
 
50 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
None received.  
 
51 DECLARATION OF INTEREST & DISPENSATION REQUESTS 
None 
 
52 MINUTES 
Resolved that the Minutes of the last meeting held on the 15th December  2025 were approved 
and signed as a true record.  
  
53 CLERKS REPORT 
Appendix 1 
 
54 QUESTIONS AND CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE PUBLIC 
There were no questions or correspondence. 
 
55  ALLOTMENT FIELD AND ALLOTMENTS  
The allotment secretary reported no issues and apologised for not collecting the plot number 
plaques but had been away. There were a few neglected plots; clerk will investigate if all tenants 
had paid the annual rental fee. 
Action: Clerk  
 
Members of the Ballbusters Flyball Club were in attendance. The captain of the team, which use 
the allotment field to train their dogs, presented a proposal for the Committee to hear regarding 
rental of the field for the 2026-27 financial year. 
Appendix 2 in full. 
Summary: 
Fixed term one year lease 
Sole use 
Club would continue ongoing maintenance of the field 
Cllr Gurr proposed, Cllr Page seconded  and all were in favour of accepting the club’s proposal  
to rent the field at an annual rent of £1,800. 
The club would  have sole use of the field and would continue to take responsibility for the 
ongoing maintenance. 
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Resolved: From 1st April 2026, Ballbusters Flyball Club will have sole use of the allotment field 
for training purposes at annual rent of £1,800. To be invoiced and paid in advance. 
 
56 FOOTBALL 
South Darenth Football Club had been notified by the parish council early January 2026 of the 
proposed increase in charges for the rental of the Pavilion and football pitches in Westminster 
field. The Chairman of SDFC acknowledged that the PC had costs to cover and asked for the 
Committee to consider their proposal: Appendix 3 in full. 
Summary: 

• 3 year lease agreement 
• First refusal to renew on all areas at Westminster upon renewal 
• Parish to provide the Pavilion over in acceptable working order (electrics/heating etc) 
• Parish to continue with usual ground keeping as agreed 
• Parish to notify & relieve any other clubs from using the grounds 
• SDFC to cut and mark pitches independently 
• Full use of the Pavilion for SDFC 
• Pavilion to be maintained and cleaned by SDFC 
• Games to be managed and scheduled by SDFC to relieve car parking issues 
• Fully repairable lease for the pavilion 
• Sole use for SDFC teams only 

 
For the above proposal, SDFC are willing to pay £5000.00 per annum for each financial year. 

Discussion ensued that Westminster field was a public open space rather than a sports ground. 
The Pavilion was owned by the Parish Council who were responsible for all aspects of the 
building for insurance purposes. 
The attending SDFC representative was unsure if the rental figure included covering running 
costs of the Pavilion. 
Cllr Mitchell proposed, Cllr Hollands seconded and all were in favour and therefore 
Resolved: that for the 2026-27 financial year, the hiring charges would remain as the budget 
and precept request had been ratified and sent to Sevenoaks District Council. 
The Parish council and SDFC would both work on business plans to discuss at the end of 2026 
with reference to the 2027-28 financial year. 
 
SDFC had been given a deadline of 31st January 2026 to confirm the future of the purple hut 
sited in the Heathside. It had been two years since installation and the Clerk queried why 
notification of a planning application was still not received. The parish council’s insurers had 
been contacted and their advice was that if SDFC had not insured the purple container then no 
cover is in force. They also acknowledged that the PC had taken appropriate action to ensure 
SDFC knew of their responsibility to insure their property. 
The SDFC rep. advised the committee that it was their understanding that a buyer had been 
found for the purple hut and would be removed as soon as possible. 
Clerk queried a date but this was not forthcoming. 
Action: SDFC to remove the purple container from The Heathside. Clerk to obtain final date 
for this. 
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57 MAINTENANCE 
The Maintenance sheet received. Appendix 4 
Cllr Blackamore told the committee that many tasks had been completed over the February half 
term. The amount of rain we had seen in February had delayed several outside jobs. 
Action: Clerk and Cllr Blackamore 
 
58 PLANNING 
 
25/03204/HOUSE 
6 Hill Farm Mews 
Franks Lane 
Horton Kirby 
Kent, DA4 9JJ 
 
Single storey side and rear extension. New patio area and alterations to fenestration. 
Action: No comment/objection 
  
59 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Monday 27th April 2026 
 
 
Meeting finished at 8.18 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
Chair:                   Date: _______________________                                              
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Appendix 1 
 
 
 

CLERKS REPORT 
COMMITTEE ROS 
DATE of MEETING 23 February 2026 
UPDATED 17 February 2026 

 
 
 
 
60 Maintenance         
 Resolved: to purchase replacement signs on green spaces as described as above (48 WF & HS) with a 
budget of £550 maximum. Discs have arrived. Clerk has new QR code and needs to update design. 
Next on list to do 
 
87 Football 
Purple hut – agenda item 
 
90 The Pavilion 
Electrical works complete 
Prepare quotes for works to be carried out following Legionella Risk Assessment 
 
31 Allotments 
Clerk to contact allots. Rep to arrange delivery/pick up of allotment numbers. Completed 8/12/25 
 
34 Maintenance Sheet – Agenda Item 
 
44 Football – Purple container – Agenda item 
45 – Memorial permission – completed 
48 Budget Monitoring and Setting – Allotment field, Grave cleaning, football notified. 
SDFC, FA secretary re pitch, advertising pitch  
Committee to investigate funding esp. for girls football. 
Defibrillator funding – Clerk applied through football foundation 
New fees passed to full parish council for final budget/precept request 
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Appendix 2

 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your email and for outlining the proposed plans for the allotment field, 
including the associated increase in hire charges from April 2026. 
 
While we appreciate the explanation provided, we would like to express our concerns 
regarding the proposal and offer some important context around our long-standing use and 
maintenance of the land. 
 
When our club first began using the allotment field, it was in a very poor condition. The area 
was heavily overgrown and full of brambles and prickles, and considerable physical effort 
was required by our members—quite literally on hands and knees—to clear and make the 
field usable. Without this initial and ongoing work, the field would not be in the condition it 
is today. While we acknowledge that a maintenance contract is in place, the improvement 
and upkeep of the land has relied heavily on our voluntary efforts over a long period of time. 
We have included photographic evidence to demonstrate the extent of these 
improvements. 
 
In addition to maintaining the field, our club has consistently supported the parish by 
taking part in the village fete, providing a fun flyball demonstration. These demonstrations 
are offered voluntarily and are intended to engage residents, promote responsible dog 
ownership, and contribute positively to parish events. 
 
We are also concerned about the proposed fencing and gating of the field. One of the key 
benefits of the current arrangement is our ability to drive vehicles onto the field to safely 
unload equipment. This prevents vehicles being parked on surrounding roads. If fencing 
were to restrict vehicle access, it would likely result in additional roadside parking and 
increased congestion, particularly during football match times—an issue we have actively 
helped to avoid. 
 
As dog owners and regular users of the field, we would also like to highlight that there are 
already several larger, fenced dog exercise areas available locally. These facilities typically 
provide hard-standing parking, fencing dug down to prevent dogs escaping underneath, 
and fencing of sufficient height to prevent dogs jumping out. They also operate booking 
systems and require regular checks to ensure the land remains fit for purpose. The 
allotment field, as it currently stands, serves a specific and practical purpose for our club 
that would not be replicated by a bookable, enclosed facility. 
 
In light of the above, we would ask the Council to consider granting the club a fixed-term 
lease for sole use of the field at an annual rent of £1,800. This figure represents a 
significant increase on our current hire charges and provides the Parish with financial 
certainty, irrespective of whether training sessions are able to take place. Under this 
arrangement, the club would continue to take responsibility for the ongoing maintenance 
and day-to-day management of the field, resulting in no additional financial outlay for the 
Parish. 
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Appendix 3 
 
After reading your email, I understand that you have costs to cover for the pavilion and Westminster 
Fields, so I would be grateful if you would consider our proposition below: 

 WESTMINSTER FIELDS 

 As you know, we have grown considerably in the last 12 months, and we still need the space that we 
use for football for our children, so with this in mind, we would like to propose an offer in regards to 
using Westminster Fields as follows: 

  
• 3 year lease agreement 
• First refusal to renew on all areas at Westminster upon renewal 
• Parish to provide the Pavilion over in acceptable working order (electrics/heating etc) 
• Parish to continue with usual ground keeping as agreed 
• Parish to notify & relieve any other clubs from using the grounds 
• SDFC to cut and mark pitches independently 
• Full use of the Pavilion for SDFC 
• Pavilion to be maintained and cleaned by SDFC 
• Games to be managed and scheduled by SDFC to relieve car parking issues 
• Fully repairable lease for the pavilion 
• Sole use for SDFC teams only 

  

For the above proposal, SDFC are willing to pay £5000.00 per annum for each financial year. 

  

Please do consider our offer as we would like to continue our positive relationship as a local club for 
the community going forward. 

 

I look forward to hearing from you in due course.  
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TASK PRIORITY STATUS NOTED DATE DEADLINE  COMPLETED DATE % COMPLETE NOTES

Small green space signs Normal In Progress 01/04/2024 TBC 50%
April 24 Agenda. IB sourced cost price 
£9.15 per 5mm sign. Drilled and painted

DW proposed, IB seconded, all in 
favour to purchase steel plated 

Normal In Progress 27/10/2025 Design  updatedOct Agenda

Fountain pipe split - MoP High Not Started 26/01/2024 Easter Hols 100%
25 Mar - IB cannot access tap. SDFC to 
reinstall water tap/meter?

Saxon Place bollards missing Normal
24/02/25 10 missing. Replace with steel 
as wood rots and easier to remove. To be 

Church Bank broken Knee rail Normal In Progress 100% Noted Feb meeting. Materials bought

Heathside Gym minor repairs Normal 25% As per Annual Safety Inspection

Repair fence HS/Plot 11a High In Progress 28/04/2025 ASAP 50% IB looking for gap

Shrubbery Road Swing Normal In Progress 28/04/2025 100% Quote for top bar £600. Shackles eroded

PAVILION

Pavilion - replace access hatch & 
point Eaves

Normal Not Started Halls May 21 01/05/2004 tbc 100%
Hatch done /eaves in summer, with tower 
from hall

Pavilion - cracked, pellet hole 
windows

Normal In Progress 13/05/2024 25%
£1,200 for 6 windows. IB to investigaet 
having metal sheeting placed over for 

Pavilion noisy extractor fan Normal In Progress 01/03/2025 100% 28 Apr - temporarily fixed

Pavilion missing small drain cover High 01/11/2024 100% IB to investigate 18/feb/25

Tap in Pavilion not turning off High 19-May-25 21-May-25 100%
Zoe notified email 19 May 25  Water 
turned off

Replace befor football season

Heathside

Zip wire / Light High 16/02/2026 100%

Toilet Block Graffitti

Pavilion Normal

Light not wworking room ! Normal

Overflow Padlocks Normal 100%

Burial Ground

Memorial Garden knee rail

some rotten posts
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