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HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL 
Parish Office, Village Hall, Horton Road, South Darenth DA4 9AZ 

 
MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on 
10th July  2023 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm 

 
 
Present:   Cllrs I Blackamore, G Hughes, D Mitchell, C Page, D Pedley,  
  H Rohard, P Rushbrook 
 

Cllrs A White and L Ball, District Councillors 
Members of the public: 3 in total, including; M Dunn DRiPS,  D Hollands and S Dove, 
SPCA 

  
In attendance: L Johnson, Parish Clerk 
 
The meeting started at 7.35pm 
        
61  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
Cllr T Moyle 
 
62 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
None received. 
 
63 MINUTES 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the last meeting held 5th June  2023 were signed as a true 
record. 
 
64 MATTERS ARISING 
Minute 131: Strip of land at East Hill/Paddock Close. Purchase from SDMC for peppercorn 
amount. In progress 
191 KCC Highways HIP: 
GH to Collate video and factual evidence, Clerk to write to KCC and c.c. R Gough. In progress 
15/20 Policies. Review and update. In progress 
50 Internal audit report: In progress 

65 POLICE MATTERS 
PC Gareth Mahoney sent apologies as he was unable to accept Clerks invitation to attend and 
introduce himself as our new officer covering this parish. Clerk read out statement: 
 
I am emailing to introduce myself; I have recently been allocated as the nominated Beat Officer on a 
temporary basis, for your parish and ward. I work out of Swanley Station and have worked within 
Kent Police for approximately 16 years. I have a good experience and knowledge of the Sevenoaks 
District and the policing challenges if possesses.  
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Please continue to report crime and concerns via the only line reporting on Kent Police website, or  
alternatively via the 101 system. Obviously, for any immediate threats and serious crime in progress, 
report via 999.  
If you would like to reply with an alternative contact email or telephone contact details, please do so 
and we can discuss any pressing concerns and issues effecting the community.  
Please be aware that I am also the nominated Beat Officer for 4 other parishes/wards and will need 
to manage my time between these; and other specialist policing abstractions.  

66 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC and CORRESPONDENCE 
None. 

67 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr Gough was absent. 
  
68 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr Ball said that Councillors will be aware that planning application 22/01446/FUL, grazing plot 
4, Horton road, South Darenth would be lodging an appeal against the refusal and enforcement 
notice. 
He had attended the Chimmens Farm Solar Park exhibition in Fawkham Village hall, reiterating 
that access to the plant would be a big issue. 
The first district Council meeting will be week beginning 17 July. 
Cllr White arrived at 7.45pm and gave apologies. 
He had received comments from residents regarding the accessibility of the Newsletter. Cllr 
Mitchell asked if any residents would like to take over the production of the Newsletter. 
The location of defibrillators in the parish were confirmed as being on the walls of The Bull pub, 
HK and The Jolly Millers, SD. Cllr Rushbrook advised that the HK school also had one. The Clerk 
said that until Covid and the current NHS crisis, defibrillators hadn’t been installed as response 
time from the ambulance service was much quicker. Cllr Rohard confirmed that using CPR was 
recommended and the Parish Council had previously funded training for residents to take part in a 
first aid course which covered CPR. 
 
69 ROS COMMITTEE ANNUAL FEES 
Clerk advised that at the last ROS (Recreation and Open Spaces) Committee meeting, it had been 
unanimously agreed to recommend to full council that fees for hire covered by the Terms of 
Reference should remain the same; £80 4 hours hire of the pitch & pavilion at Westminster field; 
£20 per annum for the hire of an allotment; SDFC Junior £530.00 for the annual fee to use the 
Heathside and £20 for the brickstore plus utilities. 
 
70  FINANCIAL MATTERS 
Schedule Of Accounts 
The schedule of accounts were received and payments were approved. The Clerk would send a 
rota of Councillors to authorise payments on a rolling basis following the Annual Audit report 
recommendations. 
Chair approved and signed the bank reconciliation for May 2023. 
.  
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71 IT MAINTENANCE CONTRACT 
Clerk confirmed that after checking with the new IT provider, ongoing maintenance had not been 
included in previous invoice. This had been quoted at £65 per month including cctv of £28 per 
hour. The invoice was for works carried out to install WiFi in both halls, installing network cabinet 
and improving management and security measures. 
Cllr Mitchell asked if this could be checked again as she recalled seeing paperwork that said it was 
included. Cllr Page agreed that she would also like to see the quotes 
Cllr Blackamore pointed out that if the invoice was in the region of £600 it would have been 
impossible to have included annual maintenance in this figure. 
Cllr Rohard suggested the best course of action would be to  accept the quote on the hourly ad 
hoc on a trial basis. Cllr Rushbrook proposed Cllr Rohards proposal, Cllr Blackamore seconded,4 
were in favour and 2 abstained. It was therefore carried. 
ACTION: Clerk to contact N Johnson to advise the parish council would like continue using his 
services.  
 
72  LOCAL PLAN 
Cllr Rohard informed the council that the local plan is generated by district council, a 
‘Neighbourhood Plan’ is what the parish council should produce.  
A Neighbourhood Plan can only be produced by the parish council with full consultation and 
voted on by the parishioners. If accepted it will go to district council for them to adopt and it must 
be referred to in conjunction with future planning and environmental projects. 
Prior to parliamentary boundaries being redrawn, HK & SD are geographically the front line of the 
Metropolitan Green Belt and being in close proximity to the M25, London and Bluewater, are  
under huge pressure from developers to meet housing needs. If a Neighbourhood Plan was not in 
place, the parish as a whole may lose its identity and this will give everyone a voice in the 
community. 
Clerk had sent a draft copy of Fawkham P.C. draft local plan for information 
Cllr Mitchell thanked Cllr Rohard for initiating this project and pointed out that all the pro’s & 
cons, viability, effectiveness and involvement of the younger generation must be explored prior to 
committing to such a large project.  
Cllr Hughes said that the benefit against cost must be weighed up and could the plan be used 
against the villages in the long term. 
District Cllr Laurence Ball advised the council that Sevenoaks and Swanley Town Councils have 
recently completed their local plan which had been adopted. Both using a committee of 5 with a 
mix of councillors and members of the public. 
Cllr Rushbrook added that former Cllr Roger House had been very keen to have a neighbourhood 
plan for the parish and suggested he should be approached.  
When asked by Cllr Rohard, the councillors agreed that it should be looked into further prior to 
committing. 
ACTION: Cllr Rohard to invite stakeholders to form a working group and gather more detail to 
bring to the next full parish council meeting. 
 
73  DARENT VALLEY RIVER PATH SD151 
Cllr Rohard had joined DVLP, KCC PROWs, EA, DRiPS and Cllr Moyle to walk the public right 
of way, from the pavilion in Westminster field to Station Road, South Darenth. The project to 
upgrade this section of the Darent Valley path had been in the pipeline for 10 years. The Darent 
Valley Landscape Partnership Trust would be coordinating the works as it was vital to make repairs 
and install missing chicanes to prevent nuisance bikes and horses but to still be accessible to prams 
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and mobility scooters. The preferred choice of material would be a type of tarmac which had been 
used on river pathways in Shoreham. 
 
74  PLANNING 
To consider any planning applications, including those received by the clerk after the agenda had 
been served to Councillors. 
 
23/01246/FUL 
Land South of Horton Wood 
Mussenden Lane 
Horton Kirby, Kent 
Placement of static caravan on new hard standing with safety anchor lines. Installation of septic 
tank and free standing generator 
ACTION: Objection. Loss of due to impact on openness of Greenbelt and on ancient woodland. 
 
22/03195/FUL 
Land South of Horton Wood 
Mussenden Lane 
Horton Kirby, Kent 
Erection of 2 x barns for animal housing with hardstanding 
ACTION: Objection. Loss of due to impact on openness of Greenbelt and on ancient woodland
  
75  EVENTS 
Clerk had sent details of planned events to celebrate the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings. 
Bruno Peek, Pageant master, was inviting all villages, towns, cities to light a beacon at 9.15pm on 
Thursday 6th June 2024 to celebrate the ‘light of peace’ that emerged out of the darkness of war. 
Following on from the last PC meeting and comments received after the St. Georges Day event,  
the suggestion of creating a working committee to oversee all parish council funded events in the 
future was to be investigated. 
Cllr Hughes fully supported a working group along with Cllr Moyle and Page. Cllr Rohard agreed 
but expressed concern that if the Neighbourhood Plan went ahead she would have insufficient 
time to commit. 
Cllr Rushbrook suggested that a South Darenth resident should be contacted as they were ex fire 
brigade and always helped with the bonfire. D Hollands from Saxon Place Community Association 
agreed to look into using gas instead of wood for the Beacon. 
Cllr Mitchell advised that the Clerk should not be involved due to office workload and paperwork 
such as First Aiders, the Safety Advisory Group at SDC, risk Assessments, should be completed by 
the organisers The Clerk would like to be kept informed should the general public ask about the 
event. 
ACTION: Interested parties to be contacted to form working group for future parish council 
sponsored/hosted events. 
  
76 HALLS MINUTES 
the approved Minutes from November 2023 Halls Committee were received by full council. When 
asked by Cllr Blackamore, Clerk explained that approved Minutes would eventually catch up with 
the full council. Cllr Blackamore requested that all approved Minutes be presented at the next full 
PC meeting. 
ACTION: Clerk to note that all signed Minutes should go on the agenda for the next meeting.  
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77 ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 
To receive information and costs for damage to Parish Council owned property and fly-tipping. 
 
DATE DESCRIPTION £ 
07-Jun-23 Streetlight column 7  97.75 
07-Jun-23 Shrubbery Rd removal fly tipping 55.00 
07-Jun-23 Tip fee 35.00 
23-Jun-23 Shrubbery Rd removal fly tipping 55.00 
23-Jun-23 Tip fee 35.00 
30-Jun-23 Montgomery Rd remove fly tip 55.00 
30-Jun-23 Tip fee 35.00 
30-Jun-23 WF new gate* 138.38 
30-Jun-23 Chain for WF gate 21.67 
TOTAL 

 
527.80 

 
78   
Clerk announced the free family fun day hosted by SDC would take place at the Heathside on 
Thursday 10th August between 10am – 2pm. The ice cream man that usually attends on family fun 
days is unable to make the 10th August and so the Clerk asked the Councillors if they knew of 
suitable alternatives. 
Cllr Mitchell repeated her question to ask if anyone wated to assist with the production of the 
Newsletter. 
Cllr Rushbrook asked if Cllr Pedley would look into taking responsibility of the website and social 
media to which he agreed. 
ACTION: Clerk to source an alternative refreshment company for family fun day. Arrange a 
meeting with Cllr Pedley to give an overview of PC website and Facebook page. 
 
79 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Tuesday 29th August 2023 
 
Meeting closed at 8.40pm 
 
 
Chair ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Date ___________________________________________ 
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