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   HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL 

Parish Office, Village Hall, Horton Road, South Darenth DA4 9AZ 
 

06 March 2026  
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 2nd March 2026 in the 
Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30pm 

 
 
Present: Cllr I Blackamore Chair, T Moyle Vice, N Gurr,  D Hollands, C Page, A White, D 
Wakefield 
 
District Cllrs: A White, L Ball 
 
Members of the Public: 5 
 
In Attendance: L Johnson Parish Clerk     
 
 
151     Apologies for Absence 
Accepted from Cllr D Mitchell. 

152  Declarations of Interest 
None received 
 
153 Minutes 
The Minutes of the last meeting held 12th January 2026 were signed to confirm they are a true 
and accurate record of the meeting’s proceedings. 
 
154 Clerks Report – 
Appendix 1 
Including County Councillors response to Parish Council 
Community Speedwatch update 
Millen Court Management Company – condition of the weir  
Materials Storage Policy 
 
155 Police Matters 
PC Joe Weatherall  sent his apologies and that he was looking forward to Wednesday’s ‘coffee 
with a Cop’ in the Jubilee Hall from 4pm. 
 
156  Report from District Councillors  
Appendix 2 
Including: Lombard Street, Community Litter Pick, Fly tipping 
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157    Kent County Councillor for Sevenoaks North & Darent Valley 
Appendix 3 
Monthly Update including: pot holes, Oakview Stud Farm parking and containers 
 
Cllr Marc Logen requested that the Minutes should reflect that upon arrival to the Village 
Hall, the front door was locked and despite ringing the bell, no-one answered and he could 
not gain access to the meeting. 
 
158  Questions from the Public and Correspondence 
There were no questions or correspondence. 
 
159 H.R. Committee Terms of Reference 
Cllr Gurr proposed that the H.R. Committee should increase the number of voting councillors 
from four to five members and that he would like to join the committee. Cllr White seconded. 
Cllr Gurr said that the current number of four members restricts debate on essential issues 
relating to people and resources. This number was also different to other committees. 
All were in favour and so 
Resolved: that the Terms of Reference for the H.R. Committee would state ‘will compromise 
of five members of the council which may include the Chair and Vice’. 
 
160 Streetlighting 
Appendix 4 
Cllr Gurr presented an update on Parish Council maintained street lights with a number of 
options for the way forward for councillors to consider. 
The cost of streetlights was approximately 10% of the total budget. Electricity costs and 
repairs to vandalised lights had increased year on year. There would have to be consultation 
prior to any changes. After further discussion it was agreed that: 

• A questionnaire should be published and made available online, at the St. Georges day 
fete and in the office. 

• Decommissioning costs to be established 
• Specific street lights to be suggested foe decommissioning 

 
161 Purchase of Land from South Darenth Management Committee 
Councillors had received copies of the report and draft plan from the solicitor and review 
from Cllr Hollands; 
I’ve now had a proper look through the title documents and mainly the solicitors’ 
report. 
In summary, nothing jumps out as alarming from a title perspective. The solicitors 
confirm that we would obtain a good and marketable freehold title. On the face of it, 
it seems a straightforward transfer of a small parcel of open amenity land for a 
nominal sum. But, it’s important to recognise that this is essentially a transfer of 
ongoing responsibility rather than an asset with value. If we proceed, the Parish 
Council would be taking on: 
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· Responsibility for maintaining the western boundary (including the tall conifers) 
· General upkeep of the land 
· Public liability as landowner 
· Compliance with historic restrictive covenants, including an indemnity protecting 
the seller 
The land isn’t actively used, which reduces day-to-day risk. The main long-term 
consideration is tree management and associated liability, particularly given the 
height of the conifers and location. Before making a final decision, I think it would be 
sensible to clarify with the management company whether they would undertake or 
contribute to any necessary tree works prior to transfer So overall, I agree there’s 
nothing obviously problematic in the paperwork. Still, we should go into this clear 
that we are accepting permanent maintenance and liability obligations, which 
will bring more financial burden on the ROS's purse. 
Action: 

• Clerk to arrange for parish council’s tree surgeon to assess the trees and provide a 
quote for any work necessary. 

• Clerk to ask solicitor to ask if SDMC would meet 50% of any costs recommended by 
the tree surgeon. 

 
162 The Model Councillor Code of Conduct 
Councillors had received the updated ‘Model Councillor Code of Conduct’ produced by the 
Local Government Association in conjunction with the SLCC and NALC  
Cllr Wakefield proposed to adopt the policy, Cllr Moyle seconded and all were in favour. 
Resolved: to adopt the Model Councillor Code of Conduct. 
 
163 Financial Matters  
Schedule of Payments Appendix 5 
The list of payments, totalling £19615.28 was received. Cllrs Moyle and White confirmed they 
would authorise the transactions. 
Clerk advised council that the total figure for payments made 1st to 31st January 2026 was 
£11,085.45 not £15,454.78 as originally stated. This was an administrative error. 
 
164 Newsletter/Events/Social Media 
The working group updated the council including several proposals to consider: 
 
Fireworks Event Sunday 1st November 2026 
 
Phoenix fireworks Quote: 
2025 – Standard display £2370 inc VAT (for reference) approx. 12min 
2026 – Standard display with 4% uplift £2465 inc VAT (if you choose to take the uplift) 
2026 – *Lower noise display £2950 inc VAT (quieter products are more expensive to import) 
2026 – *Pyro-musical display £3700 inc VAT (includes display design, speaker & power hire, 
build & extra technician) 
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The Events WG recommend that the Parish Council propose and vote for option 3 
with music at £3,700 inc vat ( £3083 net) 
Councillors considered this proposal and agreed that, as costs would be covered, to accept the 
quote and try fireworks with music for the first time. A full debrief after the event would 
determine whether to repeat it for the following year. 
 
St. George’s Day Fete 
Confirmed 
Simply bouncy castle hire     £675.00 net 
Mrs Back2front  Punch & Judy/balloon making   £250.00  
Minute 149 from February 26 resolved to accept the previous quote of £200. However, 
when re-booked the price was quoted as £250 due to the original person being 
available and will be making balloons in between three shows. 
The extra £50 needs to be approved/voted on) 
Test your Strength/vintage Hoopla 
Steam Train 
Horton Kirby Cricket Club 
 
 
Food & Beverage  (15%) 
Flying Horse Prosecco & Pimm’s 
The Bull & Jolly Millers providing the bar 
British Legion tea, coffee and cake in the Jubilee Hall 
Scouts running the BBQ 
Billingsgate Fish & Chip van 
The Red Pizza van 
Steve’s Ice Cream van 
Sweet Stall 
 
Stalls (£25 per pitch) 
11 stalls selling crafts, skin care, gifts, activities, cake 
HK Scouts, Sutton-at-Hone Brownies, Local History Society, DRiPS 
HKSD Parish Council with Kelly Grundy, Community Safety Warden 
St. Johns Ambulance in attendance 
 
Waiting Confirmation 
Rock  Choir (IB) 
St. Mary’s Church (CP) 
Gardening Club(CP) 
Kent Fire Brigade – have submitted online request 
Kangoo Jumps/Giant Dartboard – unsure for personal reasons 
HK School (TM) 
Local beat officers unable to attend, Bike marking people have been invited. 
Teacup ride – emailed 17th Feb and 02 Mar 26 
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To Book (difficulty in finding contact details) 
Pony rides 
Face painting 
Regular hirers – display (LJ) 
 
Time line: 
Early March – 1,000 recyclable flyers to be put in local pubs and shops. (TM AW CP),  
At a cost of no more than £75.00  
Parish Council social media and noticeboards (LJ) 
All H&S paperwork to be completed and submitted to SDC Safety Advisory Group (LJ DH) 
Volunteers received training to man the inflatables (DH) 
1 month before - Banners to be attached to PC owned property (IB) 
 
In Summary, Cllr Hollands proposed to accept the working groups recommendations, Cllr 
Wakefield seconded and all were in favour of the following. 
Resolved: 
Book the 2026 – Pyro-musical display £3700 inc VAT (includes display design, speaker & 
power hire, build & extra technician) £3083 net 
Accept the price of £250 for the Punch and Judy 
Order 1000 flyers at a cost of no more than £75.00 
 
166 Date of Next Meeting 
Monday 13th April 2026 
 
  
 
 
 
Chair:  ____________________________________     Date: ________________________ 
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