HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Office, Village Hall, Horton Road, South Darenth DA4 9AZ

5t February 2026

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 2™ February 2026 in the
Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30pm

Present: Cllr I Blackamore Chair, T Moyle Vice, D Hollands, D Mitchell, C Page,
A White, D Wakefield

District Cllrs: A White, L Ball
Members of the Public: 19 including District Councillor Ball and 4 members of Kent Police

In Attendance: L. Johnson Parish Clerk

135  Apologies for Absence
Accepted from Cllr N Gurr.

136 Declarations of Interest
None received

137 Minutes
The Minutes of the last meeting held 12" January 2026 were signed to confirm they are a true
and accurate record of the meeting’s proceedings.

138 Clerks Report —

Minute 131: Strip of land at East Hill/Paddock Close. Solicitor received paperwork 11t December
and is reviewing.

107 Materials Storage Policy and Agreement Form

It was agreed that the Clerk should contact KALC for more information on the legality involved prior
to adopting the document. Action: Clerk to contact NALC. To be Started

Parish Councillor Skills Audit received. To be started.

Kent County Councillor Marc Logen. Write to express dissatisfaction with lack of attendance and
reports. To be sent.

Correspondence:

River Darent — email 18 August — consider designating as a ‘Special Area of Conservation’

126 KALC Community Award Scheme for 2026 — completed.

127 2026 Calendar/Events — completed.

139 Police Matters

Chief Inspector Spicer, Inspector Hinrich and PCs Collins and Weatherall were in attendance
and thanked Cllr White for theit invitation.

CI Spicer said that he is temporarily covering this area until Ch. Insp. Paul Diddams is able to
take up his permanent post.
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Crime figures have increased marginally in the last four months and the police are aware of
ongoing issues in the Lombard Street area in Horton Kirby.

CI Spicer stressed the importance of residents signing up and using ‘My Community Voice’ to
exchange information with the local beat officers PC Eleanor Collins and PC Joe Weatherall.
https://www.mycommunityvoicekent.co.uk

Questions from members of the public were taken which highlighted the importance of
addressing concerns to the relevant organisation as incidents that were dealt with by the police
force were no longer under their remit:
e Speeding along Station and Horton Road — can be arranged through Sevenoaks
District Community Safety Partnership in conjunction with Kent Police.
Action — PC Collins will visit the Clerk to discuss setting this up.

e Tax/Insurance/MOT issues — are no longer Police issues but are dealt with by the
DVLA. https://www.gov.uk/get-vehicle-information-from-DVLA

e Double yellow line parking, particularly along Holmesdale Road near the Post office.
Residents are encouraged to take photographs and submit a parking enforcement request to
Sevenoaks District Council.
https://www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/info /20011 /parking/303 /parking enforcement requests
This includes parking along Horton Road, Forge & Jacob’s Lane at school times.

e The container that was parked half on the path and the other on Lombard Street is a
Police matter and should be reported immediately, either by calling 101 or online at
https://www.kent.police.uk/ro/report/oct/af/how-to-report-a-crime/

PC Weatherall informed the council that along with PC Collins, they are actively driving in
and around the Oakview Stud Farm complex and making themselves known to persons on
the site.

Arrests were made following shoplifting from the Co-Op and charges were brought.

If Anti-Social behaviour is seen in Westminster field, the Heathside or any open green spaces,
residents are encouraged to use What3words as this will make it much easier for the police to
locate exactly where the incident too place. www.what3words.com

Cllrs Blackamore and White thanked the police for coming along and giving advice to
councillors and parishioners. The Police left the meeting.

140 Report from District Councillors
Appendix 1

141 Kent County Councillor for Sevenoaks North & Darent Valley
Cllr Marc Logan was not present, no apologies received and no report submitted.

142 Questions from the Public and Correspondence

There were no questions.

Correspondence: Recurring Flooding along Darent Valley Path between Franks Lane
towards Westminster field. Appendix 2

Mr ] Nedham presented Councillors with a short presentation including photographs,
showing the most recent flooding. It was agreed that the Parish council would contact the
Millen Court Management Company to point out that long term flooding of Westminster

www.hortonkirbysouthdarenthparishcouncil.gov.uk 01322 865193 clerk@hortonkirbysouthdarenthparishcouncil.gov.uk



http://www.hortonkirbysouthdarenthparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@hortonkirbysouthdarenthparishcouncil.gov.uk
https://www.mycommunityvoicekent.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/get-vehicle-information-from-dvla
https://www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/info/20011/parking/303/parking_enforcement_requests
https://www.kent.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/
http://www.what3words.com/

fields could be avoided simply by removing the top 2 boards to the right hand side of the weir
as you faced it.

Cllr Blackamore added that the Parish Council and DRiPS had actively tried to engage with
residents for many years to help with the upkeep of the weir but had received little response.
ACTION: Clerk

HK&SD Solar Farm Working Group Report — Appendix 3 & 4

Was received by all Councillors. In summary

“The Working Group is pleased to advise the Parish Council that, pursuant to minute
90 of the Parish Council meeting of the 3rd of November, the negotiations have been
concluded and a copy of the agreement is attached.

The Working Group wishes to thank the representatives of RES for their
understanding and forbearance in the negotiations.

Roger House, lan Blackamore, Dawn Wakefield and Neville Machin”

ACTION: Clerk

143 2026-27 Budget and Precept — Appendix 5

Following the attached Budget the Precept request for 2026-27 will be £159,500. Using the
confirmed tax base of 1302.26 this would equate to £122.48 for a Band D property

This represents an increase of £5.07 for a Band D property for the year or 9.7 pence per week.
Cllr White thanked the Clerk and Cllrs Blackamore and Gurr for their efforts on this.
RESOLVED Precept of £159,500 is raised for this Parish

144 2025 Grant Applications — Appendix 6 and 7

The Grant’s working Groups recommendations had been sent to all Councillors.

Cllr Blackamore proposed, Cllr White seconded a further four were in favour and it was
therefore

RESOLVED: To award St. Mary’s Church /500 for ongoing repairs.

That Beams and 1" Horton Kirby Scouts would not be receiving any grants.

ACTION: Clerk

Terms of Reference, Policy and application form

Clerk explained that in order to become a Committee, Terms of Reference, a Grants Policy
and Application form must be adopted by the Parish Council.

Cllr Moyle proposed to accept the documents which had previously been sent to all
Councillors, Cllr Page seconded and a further four councillors were in favour and all
documents were Ratified and adopted.

ACTION: Clerk

Cllr Mitchell said that they were not on the Grants Working Group and asked to be taken off.
The Clerk said they had referred to the Minutes of the Annual Meeting May 2025 for
members but would delete.

ACTION: Clerk

145 Financial Matters — _Appendix 8

Schedule of Payments

The list of payments, totalling £15,454.78 for January 2026 was received. It was confirmed
that Councillors Blackamore and White would authorise the electronic payments.

Streetlights Energy Provider

Clerk informed Council that there were very few energy suppliers offering contracts for
unmetered supplies and had used Lumina Energy to source prices. A one off fee of /250
would apply.
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After discussion, Cllr Mitchell proposed accepting the one year deal with SSE saving £939.
There were no seconders.

Cllr Blackamore proposed to accept three year deal with SSE saving /818 per year, Cllr White
seconded and with four councillors in favour it was

RESOLVED: to accept SSE over three years and paying Lumina a one off charge of £250.00

146 IT Policy — Assertion 10 - Appendix 9
The amended and updated I'T Policy, to comply with section one of the Annual Governance
and Accountability Return for 2025/26 was received. Cllr Blackamore proposed to adopt the

policy, Cllr White seconded and all were in favour.
RESOLVED: To adopt the new IT Policy.

147 Planning
25/03506/FUL

1 The Bungalows
School Lane
Horton Kirby
Kent DA4 9DG

Change of use of a residential garage to a mix of domestic and self-contained holiday
let/annexe.
ACTION: Support with conditions — Append:x 10

25/02861/FUL
Study Centre
Horton Road
South Darenth
Kent DA4 9BN

Demolition of dwelling and extension to be replaced with new 4-bed house. New access,
parking and the creation of associated hand and soft landscaping. New fencing and gates.
Alteration to fenestration of hall building. EV charger. Bin store.

ACTION: No Objection/No Comment

26/00099/MMA

Former South Darenth Fire Station
New Road

South Darenth

Kent DA4 9AT

Amendment to 25/00186/FUL to amend approved drawings to remove hip and valley lines
which were added in error. Amend the external wall materials from tile hung finish to yellow
stock bricks.

ACTION: No Objection/No Comment

148 Committee Minutes

The approved Minutes for the Halls Committee meeting November 2025 and ROS
Committee December 2025 were received.
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149 Newsletter/Events/Social Media

St. George’s Day fete Saturday 25™ April

The Chair expressed concern that notes from the recent meeting of the events working group,
had bookings and costs which had not been agreed by full parish council. The role of a
working group is to research, consider and report to the council and has no Terms of
Reference or delegated powers.

After a robust discussion, with proposals and a further four councillors in favour, the
following items were

RESOLVED:

Craft stalls charged at £25 per 3m x 3m space. Proposed Cllr Moyle, second Cllr White
Confirm Punch & Judy at £200.Proposed Cllr White second Cllr Hollands

Confirm Inflatables at £675.Proposed Cllr White second Cllr Hollands

Commercial stalls to be charged 15% of takings. Proposed Cllr White second Cllr Hollands

Cllr Mitchell stated that they would withdraw from the events working group from this
meeting forward and will cancel everything that they had booked so far.

Clerk expressed concern that some entertainment had just been agreed and resolved.

Cllr Blackamore said they would join the events working group but would not be available on
the day.

Cllr Mitchell left the meeting,.

ACTION: Clerk to administer

Working group to meet at an agreed date.

Fireworks event Sunday 1* November
Clerk had obtained several different quotes from Phoenix fireworks for the working group to

consider.
ACTION: Clerk to forward to w.g.

Coffee with Councillors and Cops

Further to neighbouring parish councils holding such events, Cllr White had approached PC’s
Weatherall and Collins plus the new Community Warden, Kelly Grundy to arrange a date for
residents to come along to the Jubilee Hall and meet Councillors, local police and Kelly
(subject to availability). Date to be confirmed, probably end of February or beginning of
March.

ACTION: Confirm date and advertise on social media/noticeboards etc.

Litter Pick Sunday 22" March 2026
Cllr Alan White
ACTION: To be advertised on social media/noticeboards etc.

150 Date of Next Meeting
Monday 2™ March 2026

Chair: Date:
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