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HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Office, Village Hall, Horton Road, South Darenth DA4 9AZ

MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on
4™ March 2024 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm

Present: Cllrs P Rushbrook Chair, I Blackamore Vice, D Mitchell, T Moyle, C Page, H Rohard

Kent County Council: Roger Gough
District Cllrs L Ball and A White

Members of the public: 7 including D Hollands & S Dove SPC, M Dunn from DRiPS
In attendance: L Johnson, Parish Clerk

The meeting started at 7.34pm

197 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None

198 DECLARATIONS OF ACCEPTANCE
To confirm receipt from Dave Hollands. Cllr Rushbrook invited Cllr Dave Hollands to join the
Parish Councillors.

199 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Received from Cllr Dave Hollands.

200 MINUTES
It was Resolved that the minutes of the last meeting held on the 5* February 2024 were signed as
a true record.

201 MATTERS ARISING

Minute 131 — Purchase of strip of land at East hill/Paddock Close. Clerk advised council that
Surrey Hills had advised the cost of the solicitor acting for South Darenth Management Company
(SDMC) would be £1,500 + vat and disbursements. Minute 63 of the Parish Council meeting on
6™ September 2021 had resolved that the Parish Council had agreed to cover the costs of SDMC
plus a peppercorn offer of /50 to purchase the land.

143 Public questions & Correspondence — Clerk to send Philip McGarvey copy of burial plots .
In progress.

KCC Highways — Clerk to contact Roger Gough regarding the Parish Council paying for any
works to improve signage and to ascertain minimum highways standards for road signs.

All other items were either completed, referred to the correct Committee or appear as an agenda
item.

202 POLICE MATTERS

Clerk advised a request had been sent to PC Kevin Savill for new PC Wayne Owen to attend. PC
Owen was unavailable and no report had been received.
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Cllr Rushbrook said it was unacceptable that HK&SD Parish Council had not had a visit from
anyone from Kent Police in a year and a meeting should be requested as soon as possible.
Action: Clerk

203 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC and CORRESPONDENCE

Malcom Dunn asked the Chair if there council were going to hold an Annual Parish Meeting this
year. Cllr Rushbrook advised that the PC would have a stall at the St. Georges fete and so an
Annual Parish Meeting was not required. Malcolm was invited to set up information from the
Darent River Preservation Society (DRiPS) alongside the parish council. Malcolm handed out a
report from DRIPS - Appendix 1 and thanks Cllr Mitchell for including an article in the latest
Newsletter.

Clerk had provided councillors with information from ‘Protect our Green Belt Together’
community group.

Action: Cllr Hollands to investigate and to be discussed at April meeting.

Councillors had received a copy of Sevenoaks District Council (SDC) ‘Council protects waste
collection service’ press release. From 1% April, SDC will no longer supply residents with black
waste sacks. Clear recycling sacks will be supplied to residents until they received their recycling
sack for life.

Action: Press Release to go on noticeboards & social media. Clerk.

204 REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS

Cllr Ball reiterated the SDC press release concerning supply of black and clear sacks.

He was pleased to report that SDC had secured additional funding of £40,000 from KCC and
Central Government to support Citizens Advice within the district.

Cllr White reported that although some of the pot holes had been repaired in Lombard Street, it
still needed more work. Pot holes on Horton Road at the junction with New Road were scheduled
to be filled.

Concerned at the increase in fly-tipping in HK & SD and other local villages, Cllr White had met
with the environmental team at Dunbrik depot and advised that Councillors should meet with the
team to discuss further. HK & SD Parish were rated third highest for reported incidents in the
Sevenoaks district with Edenbridge and Swanley towns being first and second.

Action: Clerk to contact environment team to arrange meeting.

Finally a reminder that there will be 2 community Litter Pick day on Sunday 24™ March, meeting
outside the Village hall at 10.00am

205 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Following on from Cllr Whites’ report on fly tipping, Cllr Gough informed Councillors that KCC
will support the Parish Council as they had a county wide resource which could be deployed where
hot spots occur.

A blitz on pot holes was underway using funds which Central government had redistributed
following the scaling down of the HS2 project.

Cllr Gough had received correspondence from Arriva buses concerning the 414 timetable stating
they were aware of cancellations and delays which was often due to lack of buses and staff. Cllr
Moyle advised Cllr Gough that children has experienced problems with the 414 ‘school’ bus. KCC
had subsidised school buses to sustain them with approximately /5 million per year as they are
priority.

Cllr Rohard asked Cllr Gough if he knew of any community bus operators she could contact as the
as possible funding may be available through the new Community Benefit Trust to help residents
within the Parish.

Action: Cllr Rohard to contact Cllr Gough to follow this up.
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Clerk to include survey about bus services on fete questionnaire.
Rising costs for social services/transport and temporary accommodation in patticular would result
in savings having to be made elsewhere in the Kent County budget for 2024/25.

Cllr Gough left the meeting at 8.15pm

206 PLANNING

The following property borders the Parish:
24/00264/FUL

Catahoula Fields

Eglantine Lane

Farningham, Kent
DA49JL.

Change of use and temporary (period of 2 years from October 2023) part covered external storage
facility with hardstanding for vehicular access and two containers.
Resolved: Object due to Green Belt policy

207 YOUTH WORK PROVISION

Cllr Rohard provided the following report:

On the back of attending the NALC conference 25" October 2023 ‘Empowering Young Voices’ and
report back to the Council at its November meeting:

29" January | had a zoom meeting with Richard Dowling, West Kent Housing Youth manager and Kevin
O’Reilly Funding and Social Value Lead West Kent Housing to discuss Youth Provision in this Parish. Ben
Reynolds their youth outreach worker has had his KCC funding cut as from 31 March.

In my capacity as Trustee at Village Church, and in agreement with other trustees, we have offered our
small ‘Primary’ building as a Youth Hub base. WKH will develop a pilot project with Ben and an
apprentice over the summer months to find out what young people in the area would like and they
have invited a funding application to help get the building ready for use.

Cost to the Council £0

19" February | had a meeting with Levi Lee of Sevenoaks Area Youth Trust to progress a request to
develop a Youth outreach work here following work ending in Kemsing after many years — the young
people now access House in the Basement in Sevenoaks. Although the loaned VW campervan has now
been sold by SDC, they now have a 2 year old van given by WKH with a gazebo and garden chairs that
they use to set up outdoors to engage with young people — WKH’s Ben and Levi have worked together
before and can support each other in developing a strategy for working here.

Levi is seeking permission from his Trustees at their next meeting 12" March to work in this Parish
(they have not been this far afield before) starting April and | said | would ask the Parish Council for
permission for Levi and volunteer(s) to access Heathside with the van.

Cost to the Council - £0

Action: Would the Council/ROS Committee please consider allowing access to Heathside one evening a
week from 6-8pm approx. day to be confirmed — Tuesday was mentioned.

Cllr Rohard
27™ February 2024

Cllr Rushbrook suggested that the youth workers may like to attend St. Georges fete as an
introduction to the community. Cllr Rushbrook proposed, Cllr Page seconded, 3 Councillors for
and 1 abstained it was therefote

Resolved: to invite the youth workers for a 3 month trial, setting up in the Heathside, to be
reviewed by the Parish Council once the trial had finished.
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208 BUDGET
Cllr Mitchell had several questions for the clerk to which she would reply to. Clerk apologised for
incorrect dates on one report.

209 FINANCIAL MATTERS

The schedule of accounts were received and payments to the value of /17,325 were approved for
payment by the Council.

210 ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

Clerk advised no costs February to date although a vehicle had been seen on cctv driving over the
Heathside, making the football pitches unusable for the junior football teams at the weekend. The
toilets in the Heathside were closed to the public until further security measures had been put in
place.

211 WEBSITE /SOCIAL MEDIA/NEWSLETTER ITEMS
With the help of two Councillors, the March newsletter had been distributed to the volunteers.
Community Litter Pick Sunday 24® March, meet outside Village hall at 10.00am

212 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Monday 8™ April 2024

213 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

It was resolved to exclude the public and press from the remainder of this agenda due to the
confidential nature of the business to be transacted. In accordance with s1(2) of the Public Bodies
(admission to meetings) Act 1960.

The public left the meeting at 8.45pm

214 CONFIDENTIAL ITEM
Update regarding staffing matters from the HR Committee was received and accepted.

The meeting finished at 8.55pm

Chair Date
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