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HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Office, Village Hall, Horton Road, South Darenth DA4 9AZ

14 April 2026

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Monday 13" April 2026 in the
Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30pm

Present: Cllr T Moyle Vice,, D Hollands, C Page, A White, D Wakefield

District Cllr L Ball, A White
Kent County Cllr M Logen

Members of the Public: 5 including M Dunn from DRiPS

In Attendance: L Johnson Parish Clerk

167 Apologies for Absence
Accepted from Cllrs I Blackamore and N Gurr
In the absence of the Chair, Vice Cllr Moyle chaired the meeting-

168 Declarations of Interest
None received

169 Minutes
The Minutes of the last meeting held 2°¢ March 2026 were signed to confirm they are a true
and accurate record of the meeting’s proceedings.

170 Clerks Report —

Appendix 1

Millen Court Management Company — condition of the weir

Purchase of strip of land from South Darenth Management Company.
Community Speedwatch

Materials Storage Policy

171 Police Matters
There were no police officers in attendance or report received.

172 Report from District Councillors

Clir White - Appendix 2

Including: Public Spaces Protection Order, Lombard Street, community litter pick.

Clir Ball — Contact him if residents hadn’t received their food waste bins from Sevenoaks
District Council, the Local Plan would be issued in May 2026 and it was important for
residents to leave their comments online, especially as there was a relative short deadline
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173 Kent County Councillor for Sevenoaks North & Darent Valley
Marc Logen - Appendix 3
Including; KCC budget, Drainage, Illegal Migration emergency declared.

174 Questions from the Public and Correspondence

There were no questions.

Correspondence had been received from the Darent River Preservation Society(DRiPS),
‘Revitalising the Darent Action Plan’. Appendix 4

-M Dunn from DRIiPS mentioned the condition of the weir and that the residents and
management company of Millen court were reluctant to engage with the parish council or
DRIPS to discuss the maintenance and repair of the structure.

Action: Clerk to contact the management company

175  Planning

26/00541/HOUSE

67 Shrubbery Road

South Darenth

Kent DA4 9AP

Loft conversion with dormer roof and rooflights. Part single storey extension to rear with
rooflight. Alterations to fenestration.

Action: No objection/No comment

176  Vexatious Complaints Policy

Councillors had received a draft copy of the above policy. Cllr Mitchell asked if the there was
a complaints committee as mentioned in the document.

Action: Clerk to check Complaints Committee status and update complaints policy before
bringing both to Council for adoption.

177  1CO Model Publication Policy
The updated policy, previously known as “The Freedom of Information Policy’ was received

and approved.

178  Office Booking Systems

Appendix 5

Councillors had received information, including links, on Rialtas and Scribe booking systems
which could be integrated with parish council accountancy systems aligned to meet statutory
financial regulations and reporting of the annual return. The booking of halls and football
pitches would become more automated and fully available to the public resulting in freeing up
office staff time and decreasing work load.

The difference in cost between Rialtas and Scribe was £32 and although Scribe was more user
friendly, the clerk advised that Rialtas would be more suitable as both staff were familiar with
it and there would be minimal disruption acclimatising to it.

Cllr Mitchell had also researched systems and suggested Hallmaster or My Hall Wizard. Whilst
they were also specifically for the booking of village hall facilities, they were not compatible
with any parish council accountancy software.

After further discussion, Cllr White proposed, Cllr Hollands seconded and all were in favour
and Resolved; to purchase the Rialtas Bookings Portal and Rialtas Web for 2 users at a cost
of £618 for 1 year plus £86 launch and training.
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179  Financial Matters

Schedule of Payments Appendix 5

Was formally received for April 2026. Payments totalling £15,673.79 were approved for
authorisation. There were no questions. Cllrs Mitchell and Moyle to authorise.

The H.R. committees recommendation to pay 7 hours overtime to the Clerk was approved.
The recommendation from the Halls Committee to accept the quote of £5024 from Quay
Facilities Itd. To repair the shutters in the Jubilee hall was approved.

180  Audio Recording and Al Assisted Transcription

Cllr Mitchell.- Appendix 6

To consider the adoption of audio recording and Al-assisted transcription to support the
production of parish council minutes.

Councillors had received information from Cllr Mitchell summarising the benefits of
recording parish council meetings and then using Al to produce draft Minutes from the
recording.

After discussion it was agreed that this should be looked into further and return with findings
in June 2026.

Action: Clerk has booked ‘Al Advance’ webinar session 22 May 26.

Ask fellow Clerks if they record meetings and use Al to transcribe Minutes

Investigate costs of recording equipment

181 Committee Minutes
The Halls Committee approved Minutes of January 2026 and HR extra-ordinary
meeting 23:a February 2026 were received by full council.

182 Newsletter/Events/Social Media

Cllr Wakefield announced that over 100 Rock Choir people had signed up to attend. Horton
Kirby Bowls club had kindly offered their car patk for the choristers.

Cllr Hollands said that all volunteers were in place and detailed map of the Heathside was
being finalised. He would be registering stall holders interest to attend the Fireworks event on
Sunday 1* November and the Christmas Bazaar Saturday 5 December.

Cllr Hollands proposed that wrist bans should be made available at the fete for those who
wanted to pre-purchase tickets for the fireworks at a reduced price of £4 per person. Cllr
Moyle seconded and all were in favour, therefore

Resolved: tickets to the fireworks event were to be pre-sold at [4 per person and would be
available at £5 on the night.

After a short discussion, councillors agreed that there would be no May newsletter.

183 Date of Next Meeting

Annual Meeting of the Parish Council, Monday 114 May 2026.

Action: Clerk to send out details of committees and council roles for consideration prior to
the meeting

The meeting concluded at 8.49pm

Chair: Date:
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