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HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on
4th July 2022 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm
Present: 
 R House (Vice Chair)
Cllrs I Blackamore,  D Mitchell, T Moyle, C Page, 
Cllr R Gough
Cllr P McGarvey, 

14 members of the public including M Dunn, DRiPS, D Hollands and S Dove, SPCA. 
In attendance: L Johnson, Parish Clerk

43
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Received in advance from Cllr’s Rushbrook, Hughes, Stead and Stewart.
In the absence of the Chair, Cllr House Chair 
44
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None received.

45
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the minutes of the last meeting held 6th June 2022 be approved and signed as a true record.

46
MATTERS ARISING

188 CCTV Policy: Clerk to produce CCTV Policy. In progress
189 COMPLAINTS POLICY: Clerk to review Complaints Policy. In progress                                                                                                                        

131 2022 Calendar: Strip of Land on East Hill/Paddock Close – awaiting response from Mar 22
25 Westminster Field Report: Cllr Stewart to produce summary of Parish council’s involvement with football pitches at WF. In progress
47
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC & CORRESPONDENCE
There were no questions from the public. Correspondence:

1) Cllr House wrote to Laura Trott MP December 2021 asking when the Prime Minister will consider remote or hybrid meetings again.
Laura Trott replied in December 21 agreeing that councils meetings should be allowed virtually and wrote to Kemi Badenoch MP, Minister for Levelling Up Communities at the Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities to look into this.

Letter received 29 June 2022 for Kemi Badenoch MP – permanent provision would require primary legislation and would depend upon available parliamentary time. Department has considered responses to the call for evidence and the government will respond shortly.

2) Horton Kirby resident copied in the Parish Council to an email sent to Wessex solar on the 29th June requesting status of planning application for Solar Farm on Court Lodge Farm land plus the business model that they use.

Wessex solar replied 30 June 22 that it is in its final stages of planning and will be submitted within the next couple of weeks. Regarding their business model, they replied that as with the vast majority of solar farms in the UK, including the Malmaynes Hall project, they would be leasing the land from the land owner for the life of the project.

48
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr Gough confirmed that following a Horton Kirby resident’s query about a 5m gap between wooden bollards to be installed along Lombard Street, Mike Payton KCC Highways confirmed they would now be distanced 4m apart. Due to shortages and delays with contractors there is a 10 -12 week wait before work begins. Cllr Gough realises the highway difficulty is part of a larger, underlying problem but after an additional site visit, it was determined the KCC owned verge is no longer safe or acceptable and remedial work must be undertaken. Cllr House added that 3 m gap would be preferable to prevent parking at an angle. Cllr Gough will make enquiries but added that finances do need to be taken into account. Cllr House commented that budgeting was no longer an acceptable excuse.
Member of the public commented that SDC /KCC need to be more pro-active with residents. Several had given their address and invited key personnel to visit them when in the area to discuss further but to no avail, especially after receiving the latest update from SDC (copy attached) which stated they had visited the area on Friday 1st July after an event at Oakview Stud Farm had been reported. Cllr House added to this as no-one had visited the Parish office or any Councillors either and that better communications were vital and questioned why a public face to face meeting could not be arranged for September instead of online with key personnel , including the Chief of Planning at SDC.
ACTION: Clerk/Cllr McGarvey will follow up with SDC staff.
Cllr Gough advised that following the restructuring of the highways teams at KCC, he was expecting to receive news of a date in July for a meeting regarding the Bull Hill/Horton Road junction.

Final note from Cllr Gough was that TfL are consulting on extending the ultra-low emission zone (ULEZ) to the outer London borough area which could considerably affect residents in the Darent valley area, starting in August 2023 He will send link to the Clerk to add to social media.
ACTION: Clerk to add link to social media
Cllr Moyle asked if Cllr Gough was aware that 6th form students do not count towards Arriva bus’s offer of third child within same family receives free bus travel and it will cost a member of his family £1500 per year to send their children to school. Cllr Gough was aware and said that there had to be a cut-off point 
Cllr Gough left at 8pm

49
REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 
Cllr McGarvey had nothing further to add.

50
POLICE MATTERS
PCSO Ostridge was unable to attend and sent the following figures.

1 vehicle crime, 1 shoplifting, 3 vehicle theft, 2 criminal damage, 1 nuisance vehicles, 2 nuisance youths, 2 found stolen vehicles.

ACTION: Clerk to enquire whether PCSO’s were aware of salt bin at the bottom of Bull Hill being demolished and a disturbance in the Jolly Millers public house.
51
OLD SCHOOL BUILDING

Cllr House advised that the Parish Council are proceeding to investigate all options regarding the Old School in Horton Road and will continue to do so whilst following the statutory processes despite the amount of paper work that was involved. Part of the process was the public consultation - 55 replies had been received to date (copy attached). 
MoP commented that there were many people that were still unaware to which the Clerk replied that as well as Facebook and the council’s website, notices had been put up on the village noticeboards, there were copies of the questionnaire available outside (as well as in) the parish office, plus they were freely available at the Platinum fete celebrations. Cllr House also noted they had been published in the Newsletter and would be posted as soon as possible.
Cllr House added that several offers had already been made on the property, one of which had received District and county support but due to commercial confidentiality was unable to divulge any more information.
52
LOMBARD STREET PARKING AND OAKVIEW STUD FARM
Update received from Kelly Webb, SDC, copy attached. Nothing further to add as had been discussed with County Councillor.

53
PLANNING

The following were considered and comments resolved. None were received by the Clerk after the agenda had been served to Councillors:

15 East Hill

South Darenth

Kent

DA4 9AN

Single storey rear extension. Single storey side extension. Amended plans – no Certificate B required

RESOLVED: No objection/comment

20/01446/FUL

Plot 1 Grazing Land South of
Viaduct Terrace, Horton Road,

South Darenth, Kent

Erection of detached stable building and provision of new hardstanding area. Associated soft landscaping.

RESOLVED: No objection/comment
Frankscroft, 

Calfstock Lane Farningham

Kent DA4 9JH

22/01598/HOUSE

Proposed front porch extension. Alterations to roof

22/01596/LDCPR 

Single storey rear extension extended 4metres from the original rear existing boundary wall and not to exceed 4m maximum height from natural ground level to the heights point of the slope roof. eaves not to exceed 3metres from the natural ground level to make the above compliant with obtaining permitted development rights for a single storey rear extension. The internal kitchen & dinning space will be more functional but will remain as Class C3 (dwelling). 
22/01599/HOUSE

First floor extension above existing garage. 
RESOLVED: No objection/comment

11 Forge Lane

Horton Kirby

Kent DA4 9DR

22/01521/HOUSE

Proposal to replace the existing rear ground floor window with a  bi-fold window

22/01520/LDCPR

Proposal for front and rear dormer extension

22/00475/HOUSE

RESOLVED: No objection/comment

54
VILLAGE HALL ADDRESS

RESOLVED: To change Village hall address from DA4 9AX to DA49AZ, which had been confirmed as the correct one by royal Mail.
55
FUTURE EVENTS

Cllr Mitchell would like to organise the Christmas Craft Fayre for Sunday 11th December. It was noted that St. Mary’s church will be having their Christmas Bazaar on Saturday 26th November and the fireworks event was scheduled for Sunday 6th November 2022.
In addition it was agreed to hold St. George s Day fete on Saturday 22nd April 2023 and to have a ‘Fete & Festival’ date in June 2023 due to the recent success of the Queens Platinum Jubilee celebrations. A music based event was discussed and generally supported. MoP commented that music should be sited away from the grandstand and on a raised platform as the acoustics weren’t ideal. Local groups such as Saxon Place Residents Association asked to be informed of dates as soon as possible.
ACTION: Clerk to add to the relevant Committee Agenda’s for further discussion.

56
 HALLS COMMITTEE

The approved Minutes from January 2022 were received  for information only.

57
ROS COMMITTEE

The approved Minutes from January and February 2022 were received  for information only.

55
SALES OF GARDEN SACKS DISTRIBUTION AGREEMENT
Clerk had received a new ‘Distribution Agreement’ from SDC for the sale of garden waste sacks. Clause 1.1 Definitions stated that the Parish Council could set a maximum value of £5.00 above the suppliers list price for a bundle of 25 garden sacks, exclusive of vat. Following a proposal by Cllr House, seconded by Cllr Page and all in favour, it was;
RESOLVED: to keep the cost of garden waste sacks the same as the supplier’s list price, currently 60p each or £15 for a bundle of 25.
56
FINANCIAL MATTERS

The schedule of accounts and payments were approved for payments to be made electronically.

57
WEBSITE/SOCIAL MEDIA/NEWSLETTER ITEMS

Date for copy was 31st May, Cllr Mitchell will work on next edition to be distributed in July.
58
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

5th September 2022 (recess for August)
Meeting closed at 8.25pm
Chair: 



Date:                        
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