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HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on
7th February  2022 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm
Present: 
 R Rushbrook (Chair) R House (Vice Chair)
Cllrs I Blackamore, D Mitchell, T Moyle, C Page, M Stead, J Stewart
Cllr P McGarvey, Cllr B Carroll

 15 members of the public including M Dunn, DRiPS, D Hollands and S Dove, SPCA, 

   had signed the attendance record although more were present. 
In attendance: L Johnson, Parish Clerk

172
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Received from Cllr R Gough.
173
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None received.

174
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the minutes of the last meeting held 10th January 2022 be approved and signed as a true record.

175
MATTERS ARISING

Minute 61 Internal Audit Report: Clerk to open additional bank accounts as soon as able to. 
188 CCTV Policy:. In progress

189 Complaints Policy: Review Complaints Policy. In progress                                                                                                                        

39 Q’s from the Public & Correspondence

Bexley Cottages Layby – check to see if there are historical documents indicating users of layby. Nothing discovered as of 30/11/21
119 Q’s from Public: Cllr Stewart to investigate costs for first aid CPR course

Clerk to contact SDFC Juniors to find out how many girls attend, female squads. 
RH to look into funding those who are unable to pay to enter after school activities

63 SDMC Land at corner of East Hill/Paddock Close: write to SDMC and offer £50 plus solicitor fee. Awaiting response.

All other matters were completed or will appear as an agenda item.

176
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC & CORRESPONDENCE
There were no questions from the public nor was any correspondence received.

177
LOMBARD STREET PARKING AND OAKVIEW STUD FARM

Chair invited questions from the public. Members of the public were frustrated that the opportunity to have a public meeting with Sevenoaks District and Kent County Council had not materialised. Cllr Rushbrook explained that the Parish Council had recently attended an online meeting including KCC Highways, SDC Planning & Enforcement, County and District Councillors. Cllr Rushbrook informed the  online meeting that the parking problems were not just as a result of increase in traffic but also due to increase in activity on Oakview Stud Farm and the proposal for yellow lines was an automatic reaction which would only penalise residents of Lombard Street. 
Cllr House added that they should be looking at the root cause of the problems. Cllr House advised members of the public (MoP) that the law is in hand and processes are being undertaken to alleviate parking.
A MoP pointed out that proper consultation should take place (with regards to the yellow lines order) as although put forward in good faith, the impact on those living nearby is not always realised.

Cllr Mitchell added that legal processes can take months, possibly years and KCC/SDC may have thought to help with the immediate problem by providing yellow lines to allow cars to pass each other along Lombard Street
HK Resident said that the multi-agency task force used in the past to investigate Oakview Stud Farm should still be in place and would like to know who was leading it and to whom it is accountable. Secondly was there an answer to having a public meeting.
Cllr House answered that he believes Roger Gough (KCC) does understand the importance/impact of the issue and will urge departments to act accordingly. Kelly Webb (SDC) has monthly meetings with various departments and Sarah Robson, Chief Officer for People & Places is also involved. 

Cllr Rushbrook urged individuals to send comments to Highways KCC as per the link posted on the website. Clerk advised that she can only forward information onto residents who have left their email addresses in the register and that the notice is posted on noticeboards for those who do not access the internet and on the Parish Council’s official website. 

Cllr McGarvey advised it would be helpful for those that did email KCC, to copy in himself, the clerk, Chair and Vice. Cllr McGarvey noted that legal processes do take some time but would hope to hear of some advances in the near future and would do his best to circulate to all those who had contacted him.

Residents thanked the Parish council for their support.

The Chair then proposed to move item 17 forward.

178
PLANNING
In the District of Sevenoaks
(THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL VARIOUS ROADS IN THE DISTRICT OF SEVENOAKS)

(PROHIBITION & RESTRICTION OF WAITING & LOADING & UNLOADING & ONSTREET PARKING PLACES)

(AMENDMENT 39) ORDER 2022

Road Traffic Regulation Act 198
Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL acting as the Local Traffic Authority and in exercise of its powers under Sections 1(1), 2 (1) to (3) 3 (2), 4 (1) and (2), 32 (1), 35 (1), 36, 45, 46, 47, 49, 53 and 124 and Part IV of Schedule 9 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 (hereinafter referred to as ‘the Act’), the Traffic Management Act 2004, the Civil Enforcement of Parking Contraventions (England) General Regulations 2007 and of all other enabling powers, and after consultation with the Chief Officer of Police in accordance with Part III of Schedule 9 to the Act, propose to make the following Order:- The effect of the proposed Order will be to introduce or amend existing waiting restrictions (DYL means double yellow lines “no waiting at any time” restrictions) in the following length of roads:- Roads in the District of Sevenoaks. LOMBARD STREET – HORTON KIRBY – DYL – (1) On the east side from a point opposite and in line with the boundary of 36/38 Lombard Street for a distance of 15 metres in a southerly direction. (2) On the east side from a point 65 metres south of the southern boundary of Northfield Cottages for a distance of 15 metres in a southerly direction. (3) On the east side from a point 244 metres south of the southern boundary of Northfield Cottages for a distance of 15 metres in a southerly direction.
OBJECT: Northern most Yellow lines opposite Reynolds Place Cottages will result in residents of Lombard Street having to park further away on a street that is overloaded with cars. Yellow lines South of ‘The Bungalow’ will be temporary due to the proposed car park.
ACTION: Clerk
The Chair then proposed to move item 8 forward.

179
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Cllr Gough was unable to attend and the following report was read out by the Clerk
The consultation on the yellow line proposals has been running since 28 January and concludes on 18 February. I hope residents will take this opportunity to set out their views and concerns. KCC has to focus on keeping the road open and functioning for residents, buses and emergency services, but want to look at all options and hear all views so as not to disadvantage people who live very locally.

I recognise the concern that we need to tackle the underlying nature of the problem, and representatives of KCC, Sevenoaks DC and the Parish Council met recently to go through the actions needed to address it. We agreed that a further meeting (online) with residents is essential, and I will be organising this for the week commencing 21 February, so just after the conclusion of the KCC consultation. 
180
TOP PADDOCK

Cllr Rushbrook advised he had investigated recent concerns  regarding the Top Paddock and confirmed that no code of conduct had been broken and that all Parish Council green spaces were to be registered with ‘Fields in Trust’ in order to retain them as open spaces. 
181
REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Cllr McGarvey acknowledged the sad passing Cllr Fay Parking at Fawkham. He had nothing further to add.

182
POLICE MATTERS

The PCSO was unavailable to attend the meeting. A report was received from PCSO Lauren Bruce and read out by the Clerk:;

Nuisance youths – Youths kept ringing doorbells in the area of Esparto way, unfortunately no CCTV and no other calls received.
Youths on Electric scooters – There is still not much law or guidance for us around this and it makes it hard for us to enforce S59’s for every scooter we see which would be Impossible anyway, we can give advice to people using scooters and if they are dangerously using them we will issue a S59

Horton road – Theft of a battery from a vehicle, I do not believe there was any CCTV. I did put out a My community voice alert regarding this

I was walking around South Darenth on Saturday morning and have been made aware by a member of public in Devon road that a male was seen the previous week wearing a hoody and cap and was trying to open car doors, this happened in the late evening time so please be aware, unfortunately I have no CCTV

A needle was found outside the CO-OP and I have asked for CCTV of the persons using the needle.

My community voice – In the whole of Farningham, South Darenth and Horton Kirby I only have 7 people signed up to this. This is a great tool to be signed up to receive updates regarding your area, an example of this is if there was a burglary in your area I can send out an alert so residents can be aware and vigilant on sus people/vehicles etc.. I am more than happy if anyone wants to send me their address, email address, contact number and name and I can get them signed up to this. 

Apologies for not being at the meeting
183
   ROS COMMITTEE
The approved Minutes from meetings held in April and June 2021 were received  for information only.
184
THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS

Cllr Stewart had provided an updated schedule to councillors and said that plans were underway but were awaiting confirmation from several key people. Cllr Moyle said that Horton Kirby School would like to help but as it is half term, staff availability may be an issue, however, the Parish Council are welcome to borrow any sports equipment for the races.

Cllr Stewart voiced concerns that if three separate events were to go ahead at the Heathside within a short period of time, public participation would be limited. He had thought , along with Cllr Moyle, that the St Georges Day Summer Fun Day were all to be combined into the one Queens Platinum Jubilee Celebrations on Thursday 2nd June.

Cllr Mitchell replied that the St. Georges Day fete had been going since 2010, with the exceptions due to Covid and had been successful in raising £26,000 for local organisations and helped to kick-start their fund raising for the year. She thought that the two fetes were to be kept separate, as was discussed in December but acknowledged plans may have changed since then.
Cllr House said that the Parish Council’s efforts should be concentrated on the one single Jubilee event as it was an exceptional celebration and that all the fetes should be combined into this one. Cllr Stewart proposed, Cllr House and all were in favour.

RESOLVED: That there will be one single fete to mark the Queens Platinum Jubilee on Thursday 2nd June 2022 and all stallholders, fund raisers are to be invited.
185
HALLS HIRE CHARGES REVIEW
The revised hall hire charges scheduled by the Halls Committee, effective 01 April 2022, were received and approved.
186
2022-23 BUDGET AND PRECEPT

The budget for 2022/23 as prepared by the RFO, committees and members was ratified. The precept request for this period shall be £106,829.00, an increase of just 2%. The tax base for this period has slightly increased to 1277.99  which means for a Band D property, the Parish Council portion will equate to £83.59 per year which equals £1.60 per week, an increase of .029 pence per week.

RESOLVED: Precept of £106,829.00 is raised for this Parish 
187
FUTURE PROJECTS
Signs for the Parish green spaces and walk have been ordered and the invoice forwarded to SDC to be paid from the ‘Welcome Back Fund’.
188
FINANCIAL MATTERS

Schedule of Accounts
The schedule of accounts and payments for January were approved for payments to be made electronically.
ACTION: Clerk
189
 WEBSITE/SOCIAL MEDIA/NEWSLETTER ITEMS
There were no items for discussion.
190
CO OPTION OF ONE COUNCILLOR
Cllr House proposed to co-opt Glynn Hughes onto HK & SD Parish Council, Cllr Rushbrook seconded and all were in favour.
RESOLVED: That Glyn Hughes is declared co-opted to the Council and will be summoned by the Chair to the next Council Meeting and will sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office to agree to be bound by the Code of Local Government Conduct.
191
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
Clerk queried whether it was necessary to have an APM in April as no nominees had been put forward for the KALC award and preparations for the Platinum  Jubilee celebrations would take up a lot of time. Councillors agreed.

ACTION: Any nominated residents for a Parish Council certificate would be invited to receive their certificate at the April PC meeting.

192
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Monday 7th March 2022. 
Meeting closed at 8.30pm
Chair: 



Date:                        
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