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HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on
3rd October 2022 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm
Present: 
 P Rushbrook, Chair

 Cllrs I Blackamore, D Mitchell, G Hughes, T Moyle, J Stewart, M Stead
Cllr P McGarvey, 

10 members of the public including M Dunn DRiPS, D Holland and S Dove SCPA
In attendance: L Johnson, Parish Clerk

96
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Received in advance from Cllr’s Hughes and Page.
97
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None received.

98
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the minutes of the last meeting held 5th September 2022 be approved and signed as a true record.

99
MATTERS ARISING

188 CCTV Policy: Clerk to produce CCTV Policy. In progress
189 Complaints Policy Clerk to review Complaints Policy. In progress                                                                                                                        

131 2022 Calendar: Strip of Land on East Hill/Paddock Close – awaiting response from Mar 22
100
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC & CORRESPONDENCE

Malcolm Dunn, DRiPS, said that whilst the recent rainfall had improved river levels, the hosepipe ban was expected to remain until Spring 2023. Cllr Rushbrook agreed, with 50mm rainfall being recorded, only 6mm was recorded in local borehole. 
Clerk confirmed that Sutton Manor Nursery are happy to donate 2 Christmas trees, 1 for Paper Mill Green and 1 for Village Hall roof. Replacement solar lights would be ordered to replace those that had been damaged by foxes.
As Cllr R Gough was not present, Chair moved to agenda item 7

101
REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 
Following a visit to Fawkham Parish Council, Cllr McGarvey advised he would refrain from commenting about the Solar Park planning application until the Parish Council had made their report.
102
POLICE MATTERS

PCSO Ostridge was unable to attend. The following was received from the October newsletter;

Police and the Environment Agency are seeking any information that may lead to the identity of a group of persons that have been reported riding quad bikes along the river Darent in the Horton Kirby area. In the interim period we are working with other agencies to try and seek measures to prevent recurrence and assess the damage caused to the river bed and banks.
103
PLANNING

The following were considered and comments resolved.

22/02599/FUL

Land Northwest of Horton Wood 

Canada Farm Road

South Darenth

Kent

Installation of a solar park to export up to 49.9MW (AC) electricity, including solar panels inverter cabins, associated infrastructure and associated hard landscaping.

ACTION: Objection with comments :Traffic generation/Highway safety; whilst the Parish Council accepts the need for more environmentally friendly energy sources, provision should be made for Wessex Solar to consult with the Parish Council and other stakeholders prior to approval of the application. Traffic issues are already existent, the Parish Council question the Assessment methodology of 10 ‘Traffic and Infrastructure’ page 109 of the Environmental report volume 1, which bears little resemblance to the actuality. Advance extensive mitigations are required in writing prior to commencement of construction. The Council would also request formal agreement regarding community benefits. Given the deadline of 7th November, the Parish Council have not been afforded adequate time to consider the above prior to approval.
Cllr McGarvey commented that he had already requested this planning application to be referred to SDC Developmental Control Committee on grounds of it being a significant developments, harm to the Metropolitan Green Belt and unresolved traffic issues during construction period. He also noted that Fawkham PC had objected.

Clerk had forwarded copy of objections from Dartford Road residents to Councillors as requested.
Cllr Rushbrook proposed, Cllr Stewart seconded and all were in favour for a working party to be created to represent the parish and negotiate with Wessex Solar to ensure conditions and benefits are formalised prior to approval. HK resident Mr Machin had examined the planning application in detail and would be invited to join the working party along with a representative from Wessex Solar and Councillors.
ACTION: Clerk to organise

22/02798/FUL
Study Centre 

Horton Road

South Darenth

Kent DA4 9BN

New vehicular access for parking at rear for staff and visitors

ACTION: No objection/no comment.
22/02755/HOUSE

44 School Lane

Horton Kirby

Kent DA4 9DQ

First floor side and rear extension and new entrance canopy

ACTION: No objection/no comment
22/02801/FUL

Walnut Tree cottage

The Street

Horton Kirby

Kent DA4 9BY

Change of use of wilderness garden to a residential garden. Changes to garden levels to allow disabled access. Removing dead trees to replace with fruit-bearing trees. Creation of a small outdoor living area with a children’s’ playhouse.

ACTION: No objection with the comment: Restrict any fencing to height of 4 feet to minimise visual amenity, effect in conservation area and Highway safety.
Cllr Gough arrived at 7.55pm.The Chair moved to agenda item 6
104
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

Cllr Gough apologised for his late arrival. He confirmed that the replacement of wooden bollards instead of plastic would be completed by early new year.
As a result of covert cctv deployment in the School lane, Horton Kirby area, four fly-tipping incidents had been caught with 1 prosecution already heard in court.
The Parish Council should expect to hear from Paul Leary, KCC Highways with regards to review of the local Highway Improvement Plan. Clerk advised that an initial zoom meeting was set for 23rd November with Demi Richards with an on-site meeting to follow. Cllr Gough requested further details of meeting.

ACTION: Clerk

Repair work to Franks bridge, Franks lane was set for December and chevrons had been re-installed. Public footpath from Franks Lane to Station road through Westminster field; Cllr Rushbrook pointed out that the aggregate used to infill deep ruts in the public footpath leading from Franks bridge towards Westminster field was inappropriate as rainfall washed it away and caused further pitting.

Cllr Stead said that following a recent 6km trail that he and Cllr House had created to be part of a Darent Valley Path book, the route was walked with Reece Evans, North West Kent Countryside Partnership who were part funding the project. Kissing gates, chicanes and repair work along the HK to SD part of the route had been identified to which Reece was hopeful would be implemented.
105
WESTMINSTER FIELDS REPORT
Clerk said that the review of football viability with Cllr Blackamore’ s input, a small positive balance was forecast at the end of the third football season as per ROS Committee expectations.
106
BUDGET SETTING

Initial work had begun by Councillors on setting figures for the 2023-24 financial year and precept.
Income from the Fireworks event on the 7th November was forecast to be down on the previous year and was set at £5,000 for November 23.

No budgets or decisions were set for St Georges day, Kings Coronation or Summer Fun Day

The National Joint Association had agreed with unions that pay scales for 22-23 were to be backdated to 01 April 22 with immediate effect. No decision regarding 23-24 had been made apart from all staff to receive 1 extra day holiday (part time pro-rated)
Office IT budget set for £3000 to upgrade network and new lease photocopier as current equipment outdated.

Newsletter, Chairmans allowance, Councillors expenses, Remembrance Day, S137 Community benefit  were kept the same as 22-23.

Parish Council insurance was set for £6,200.00 A three year contract was due to expire with Gallaghers Insurance Company September 23. 
Streetlighting remained the same

Firework Event costs to increase to £3,000

Grants were increased to £2,500 (up £1,000). 
ACTION: Clerk to advertise grant application deadline was 31 December 2022.

Figures to be input to financial system along with RO and HALLS budgets in time for the deadline of 31 January 2023 to request Parish precept.
107
AUDITOR

Following David Buckett’s retirement, Clerk advised Councillors that despite contacting four auditors from the KALC list, one other had replied who was qualified and followed the objectives of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR). April skies charged £375 remotely or £425 plus travel fees, in person. Cllr Stead proposed, Cllr Stewart seconded and majority were in favour and it was

RESOLVED : to employ April Skies for 1 year to carry out annual and interim audit.  

108
FINANCIAL MATTERS

The schedule of accounts and payments were approved for payments to be made electronically.

109
COMMERCIAL MACHINE OPERATOR

Clerk had provided details of three different card machine operators who met the criteria prior to the meeting. Cllr Rushbrook proposed, Cllr Stewart seconded and majority favour.

RESOLVED: To use Elavon Merchant Services in order to take card payments and pre-authorise damage deposits for bookings from 01 January 2023.
110
HALLS COMMITTEE
The approved Minutes from May 2022 were received for information only.

111
ROS COMMITTEE

The approved Minutes from May 2022 were received for information only.

112
WEBSITE/SOCIAL MEDIA/NEWSLETTER ITEMS
Newsletter had gone to print
113
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Monday 5th December 2023
Meeting closed at 8.15pm
Chair: 



Date:                        
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