Horton Kirby and South Darenth Parish Council Health and Safety Policy for

The Burial Ground and The Garden of Remembrance

Burial Ground

The Burial Ground in the Parish is a public area which holds significant emotional value to the Parish
residents and families of those who have been buried there.

The safety of this area is the responsibility of Horton Kirby & South Darenth Parish Council. This document
sets out how this responsibility is discharged and has been written with referral to ’Managing the Safety of
Burial Ground Memorials’ document published in 2014 by the Ministry of Justice and the Institute of
Cemetery and Cremation Management (ICCM), ‘Management of Memorials’ 2019.

The risk of injury from damaged or falling headstones is extremely low, however the Parish Council has a
general duty of care under the Local Authorities” Cemeteries Order 1977, the Health & Safety at Work Act
1974 and Occupiers Liability Act 1957 to ensure that visitors and those working in the burial grounds are
not exposed to risks to their health and safety.

Whilst the responsibility for general safety lies with Horton Kirby & South Darenth Parish Council, the
owner(s) of a memorial is responsible for maintaining it and keeping it in good condition.

Only Memorial Masons who are members of the British Register of Accredited Memorial Masons
(BRAMM) and/or National Association of Memorial Masons (NAMM) can carry out work within the Burial
Ground. All memorials must be constructed to comply with the BRAMM Blue Book’s guidelines and/or the
NAMM Code of Working Practice and current British Standard 8415 guidance.

Periodic assessment will be carried out as part of a planned exercise or when anything has changed, for
example a programme of major work or repair to the burial ground environment. The frequency of this
assessment has been agreed as Annually. The inspection will include pathways, grave areas and
memorials/headstones. Trees are inspected during an annual Parish wide inspection, but any defects observed
should be noted on the assessment record.

A notice will be displayed at the entrance to the Burial Ground, on the Parish Council’s website and on the
Village Hall notice board with the planned inspection date, generally scheduled for the month of September.

A risk assessment sheet will be used to complete and record the inspection and retained for future reference
at the Parish Office.

The ICCM state that a ‘dangerous’ or ‘unstable’ memorial is defined as one that will move and continue to
fall to the ground with the exertion of force of 25kg. If the Parish Council’s officer deems a memorial
dangerous or unstable using the simple hand test, they will instruct that the headstone be laid flat on the
grave with inscriptions face up. Headstones will not be staked or tied to avoid damage to the memorial.

The Parish Council have a duty to inform the person responsible for a ‘dangerous’ headstone immediately
and to agree on a time frame for it to be repaired to the recommended British Standard 8415.

If a memorial headstone is deemed to have a potential, rather than immediate safety risk, the Parish Council
will make it safe using several options; placing an unsafe warning notice near to it, cordon off the area with
small fencing, covering with suitable protective banding or by applying a temporary support. The Parish
Council will advise the owner(s) not to attempt to remove the safety measures put in place or try to erect the
memorial without using a BRAMM and/or NAMM accredited memorial mason.

Occasionally, there may be memorials that have serious structural faults but which the Parish Council
decides not to remove having regard to their aesthetic or heritage value. Specific assessments for each
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memorial and specific management measures may be required; when this is the case, specialist advice will
be sought from a BRAMM and/or NAMM memorial mason at the expense of the Parish Council.

On completion of the inspection, the Parish Clerk will contact the grave space/memorial owners (using the
contact details given in the Burial Policy and/or Memorial Application Form) as soon as possible and at least
within one calendar month, to give details of any defects found. It is the responsibility of the owner(s) to let
the Parish Council know of any change of contact details, which is explained in the Burial Ground Policy.

The letter will ask for the memorial to be made safe within 3 months, after which time the Parish Council
will arrange for the repair to be made and charge the cost back to the registered contact.

Garden of Remembrance

The Garden of Remembrance in the Parish is a public area which holds significant emotional value to the
Parish residents and families of those who have been interred there.

The safety of this area is the responsibility of Horton Kirby & South Darenth Parish Council. Within the
Garden of Remembrance, holders have been provided for floral tributes. No other floral holders or vases will
be permitted. No bulbs, plants or additional shrubs or trees may be planted in the Garden of Remembrance.

The Garden of Remembrance will also be inspected Annually, as part of the Burial Ground Inspection.

On completion of the inspection, the Parish Clerk will contact the person(s) registered as having
responsibility for the Garden of Remembrance memorial (using the contact details given in the Garden of
Remembrance Policy Document), within one calendar month to give details of any defects found. It is the
responsibility of this person(s) to let the Parish Council know of any change of contact details, which is
explained in the Garden of Remembrance Policy.
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