
 

 
 

HORTON KIRBY & SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL  
 

Notice of conclusion of the audit 

Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2024 

 

Section 25 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 

Accounts and Audit (England) Regulations 2015 

  

  

1. The audit of accounts for the Council/Meeting (a) for the year ended 31 
March 2024 has been concluded.  

2.     The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is available for 
inspection by any local government elector of the area of the Council /Meeting (a) 
on application to:  

 

Lisa Johnson   Clerk/RFO 

Parish Office, The Village Hall, 

Horton Road, South Darenth, 

Kent DA4 9AZ 

 

Office open hours are Friday 09.00am to 12.30pm 

 

 

2. Copies will be provided to any local government elector on payment of 
£1.00 for each copy of the Annual Return. 

 

 

Announcement made by: Lisa Johnson  

Date of announcement: 19th September 2024  

  

 



Annual lntemal Audit Report 2023/24

HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH  DARENTH  PARISH COUNCIL

https://www.hksdparishcouncil.co.uk/Index.html
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controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authorty.
Theintemalauditfor2023/24hasbeencarriedoutinaccordancewiththisauthortysneedsandplannedcoverage.
OnthebasisOfthefindingsintheareasexamined,theintemalauditcondusionsaresummarisedinthistable.Set
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::es:neect:?Jt::"£g:t:|':Bj:a.v:s'£:;e-ifei;av;:ii;;e-a-th-ro-ughoutthefinancialyeartoastandardadequate
to-meet the needs of this authority. INot
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A.Appropriateaccountingrecordshavebeenpropertykeptthroughou`thefinanaalyear.a.Thisauthoritycompliedwithitsfinancialregulations,paymentsweresupportedbyinvoices, all®xpendituewasapprovodandVATwasappropriatelyaccountedfor.C.Thlsauthortyas§essedthesignificautrisks`oachievingitsobjectivesandreviewedtheadequacythe I
niiiiiiT

of alTangement§to manage     es  ,D.Thepreceptorratesrequirementresulted from an adeqiiate budgetary process; progress againstthebudgetwasregulartymonitored;andreserveswereappropriate.E.Expededincomewasfullyreceived,basedoncorrectpnce§.propertyrecordedandpromptlyTIriatelaccountedfor II
banked. and vA   was app op         yF.Pottycashpaymentswerepropedy supported by receipts. all pefty cash expenditure was approved•Itdfor I
and VAT appropnate y accoun e        .G.Salariestoemployeesandallowances to members were peid in atmrdaiice with this authorty'sarovalsandPAVEandNlrequirementswerepropertyapplied.

PPH.Asset and investments registers were complete and accurate and property maintained.nt.liationswerepropertycarriedoutduringtheyear. I_
I.    Perlodlc bank accoil     recorlciJ.Armuntingstatementsprepared during tlie year were prepared on the correct account]ng basis (receiptsandpaymentsorincomeandexpend.rune),agreedtothecashbook,supportedbyanadequateauditmailfromunderlyingrecordsandwhereappropriatedebtorsandcnditors`nereproperlyrecorded. I
1{. ff the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance revlBw in 2022/23, n mat theexemptioncrfterlaandconecftydedareditselfexempt.//f!heauthor/!yr)ada//nr)/fec/assuraric;e

review of its 2022/23 AGAR tick "not covered')

L.  The authority published the required infomiation on a websitetwobpago up to date at the time of the
internal audit in accordance with the relevant legislation.

M, ln the year covered by this AGAR, the authority correctly provided for a pehod for the exercise OfpublicrightsasrequiredbytheAccountsandAuditRegulations/dun.ng/he2023-24AGAfipertoc/,werepulblicrlghtslnrelatjbntothe2022-23AGAF?evldencedbyanoticeonthewebsileand/or

authority approved minutes confirming the dates set)

N.  The authority has complied with the publication requlrements for 2022/23 AGAR
(see AGAF` Page  1  Guidanc:a Ncltes).

significant

0. (For local counclls only)
Trust funds (including charitable) -The council met its responsibilities as a trustee.

For ariy other risk areas identified by this aunorfty aclequate controls erdsted qlst any other risk areas on separate sheets if needed).
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lf the re§ponsB ls `no' please state tlie lmpllca(lobs and action I)elng taken to address any weal(ness ln control
ldentlfled (add separate sheets lf needed).
nNote: lf the response is `not covend' please state when the most recent intemal audit wcirk was done in this area and when lt is

next planned; or,  if coverage is not required, the annual internal aLidit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed).
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Section 1 -Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

We acknowledge as the members of:

Horton Kirby & South Darenth Parish Council

isasoundsystemOfintemalcontrol,includingarrangementsfor.           _  _I  L_I:_f   ...:,Ibelief, with
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We conTlrm, iu u iG u..thAccountingStatementsfortheyearended31March2

I,024,that,

respectto    e

/
Yes  means that thls  authority                             rd8nc®

1. We have put in place arrangemerfe for effective finairoialmanagementduringtheyear,andforthepreparatronOfthaccountlngstatements.
FF:Eared its accounting ste!prlent? i.: a_To'with the Accounts end Audit RoguJations`

e2.We maintained an adequate eystem Of internal confrolIncludingmeasuresdesignedtopreventanddetectfralJd•ditseifectweness

/ €ir€F=FSFbnts and accepted rc>spon_s!±Nfty'drr-£freJJard|ngwiepublicmorieyandresourcesinitscharge.

and corruption and revlewe3.Wetookallreasonablesteps to assure ourselvesthattherearenomattersOfactualorpotentialnoncompllancewithlaws,regulationsandProperPracticesthatcouldhaveasignificantfinancialeffect

/ giv#rog#erfrhpa£#:a?na'£%gers::doandh8srtunitvto

on the abillty Of tt`is authorfty to conduct itsbusinessormanageitsfinances.

4.Weprovidedproperopportunftyduringtheyearfortheexerciseotelectors'rightsinacocndancewiththerapuirementsOftheAccountsandAuditRegulatlons. / 5JFifei==;iis=irFpersonslntorest3dtpo.:?p?:r=pi;i;£i.in'd-=s[questonsatoutthlsauthorrty'saccounts.considoredenddooumontedthetirrorrerolandothorrisksitfacesanddealtwththemproperty.finencral

5. We camed out an assessment Of the risks facing thisaiithorityandtcokappropriatestepstomanagethoserisks,includingtheintroduct.Ionotinternalcontrolsand/orextemalinsurancecoverwhererequ`ired. /
6. We maintained throughout the year 8n adequate andeffectivesystemofintemalauditOftheaccountingrecordsandoontrolsystems. / ti=FedTIFTcompatontperson,md?pengont_o_fth_a_#-;;;;iff:aha-pirb8;lures.togiveanobjeofivevrow?n:jhether;fti;;:is6;dslsmeetthon5odsotthissmallera!:±±s±±ronbvintemaland

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raisedlnreportsfromintemalandexternalaud.It. / 7€SF5€Ed to matters brought to its attention Dy Iextomalaudit.disclosedeverythingitshouldhaveaboutitsbyslnpss activfty-ddhngtheyealrjnciudingoveritstakingplaceaftertheyear

8. We considered whether any litigation, nabilities or /commitments, events or transa    ons, cocurring either end if rolovant.                                                                               bd
during or after the yearend, have a financial Impact onthisauthorityand,whereappropriate,haveincludedthemintheaccounrigstatements.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds includingIaciasthesolemanag'Lng Yes NO El,,I has rrrot all Of tis res|.onslbilifes where, as a I)oaycorporate,itisasolemanagingtrusteeOfalocal

chantabl®.   nourcap      tytrusteewedrechargedour accountabilftyresponsibilitiesforthefund(e)/assets,includingfinancialreportmgand,ifrequired,independentexaminationoraudit. trljst Or triists.

/
*Pleaso provld® explanatlons to tno extomal audhowtheautl)orltywllladdre88tlieweaknessesi ltor on a separate sheet for each `No' r®8pons® and d®scrlbodentified.ThesesheetsmustbepublishedwiththeAnnual

confim best of our knowledgeourresponsibilityforensuringthatthere

Govornanoo Statomont.

This Annlial Governance Statement was approved at a
meeting of the authority o"

03/06/2024

and  recorded as  minute  reference:

+1
www.hksdparishcouncil.co.uk

Annual

Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
approval was given`.

Ldi=dibha.

L"o.fa-foau-n-cll;,lni6rhal Drainage Boa-rds and other Smaller Authorities*
Governance and Accountabilfty Return 202324 Form
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Section 2 -Accounting Statements 2023/24 for

Horton Kirby & South Darenth Parish Council

I                                                                                                                                   1`,     `                   A           ;HJlr\r.a
Ye,|rendlna OLCS  dllu  9UIudHlc

I,'Fi"1  I2023
ZI,X  .

•---,    ,              .      -.     ..-              ,.     .     -.'1

•.-,-                    -..        ..           .---I        .      `         ,

147,6

agree to underlylng flnancial recordsi&giTIi====;idreservesatthebeginning of the yea.r

1 . Balances brought
158,950 84   as recorded i.n the financi.a/ records.  Ve/ue mus( agree toforward Box 7 of previous year.          for IDBs rates and levles)

2. (+) Precept or Rates andLevte§
106,829

Tbtal amount of precept (or116,443receivedorrace/.vat/e/.nthe year. Exc/ude any grantsreceived.rdedinthecashbook less

3. (+) Total other receipts
73,499

Tiofal incc>rne or receipts as rec;orae80,289thepreceptorratesAev/'esrecei'ved (/ire 2/. /nc/I/de anygrantsreceived.tsmadetoandonbehalf

4. (-) Staff costs
59,384 62,4

T7ctal expenditure or payments rnaallalleriiployees.Includegrosssalaries 8ncl rages,

16\U€;;,:;i;='if-irrhrib-utioris,employerspension-co;triiiutions, gratuities and seve±±S±±S}!±3±±tsOfcapitalandInterest

5.  (-) Loan interest/capltalrepayments 0
Total expenditure or payments or cap0\*gii;'itu-riniirheyeardntheauthority's borrowings (ff any).isET=F5EJ=IFF=:ymentsasrecord.edin,fl.f_¥_?h-317\.ti;=kT==:staffcost:(Ij'ne4)andloaninteresucapitalrepayments±ttheendOftheyear.Mljst

6.   (-) All other payments
132,210 166'

7. f(o=L¥Lances carried                          1 47 , 684 115'
Tiotal balances and reserves at tne e623equa//1+2+3/-(4+5+6).

A

8. Total value of cash andshortterninvestments 139,880 125'
The sum of all current ancl clepo890ho/d/'ngsandshortlem/.nvesfments he/d as af 3t' Maroh -

wltli bank reconclllatlon.T.o agrco                                                  horitw owns - it is made

9. Total fixed assets pluslongterminvestmentsandassets
1,842,680

iFinlue of all the property the authority1,861,974upOfawifsfixedassetsand/ongten/investments 8s af31Marsh.i31MarchOfallloans

10. Total  borrowings 0 o)T#m#j%8:ad%%sC#d3=3anpc#LaBS):

lla. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

11 b. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable )

I certfty that for the year ended 31  March 2024 the Accounting
Statements in thls Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or Income and expenditure basis following the guidance .in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities -a
Practitioners' Giiide to Proper Practices and present fairly
the financial  position  of this authorfty,

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
ty for approval

31/05/2024
en

prosont®d to the auj±o

Date

Annual Governance and Accountability F{etuTn

The Council, as a body corporate,acts as sole trustee and
is responsible for managing Tfust funds or assets.

The figures in the accounting statemehis above
exclude any Trust transactions.

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved  by this authorrty on this date:

Q3  0b to2J+

as recorded  in  minute  reference:

+2-
Signed  by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
Statements were approved

2023ra4 Form 3
Local Councils,  Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*

Page 5 of 6



Page 6 of 6

Forvis Mazars LLP, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 1DF

• summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2024; and
• confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2023/24

Forvis Mazars LLP
Date

External Auditor Name

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in our opinion the information in 
Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have 
come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. 

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

*We do not certify completion because:

3 External auditor certificate 2023/24
We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, 
for the year ended 31 March 2024.

External Auditor Signature

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2023/24 Form 3  
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities*

Section 3 – External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2023/24

In respect of 

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority
Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A 
limited assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with 
International Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an 
audit would. The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is 
appropriate for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending. 
Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02 as issued by the NAO on behalf of the 
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website – 
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .
This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has 
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in  
accordance with Proper Practices which: 

As acknowledged in the Annual Governance Statement at Section 1 and the Internal Audit report, the Council has not reviewed a formal 
assessment of its risks in 2023/24. In future, the Council needs to ensure that it carries out an annual assessment of the risks it faces and 
identifies appropriate mitigating actions recording its consideration at full council before 31 March each year.

As part of its Annual Governance and Accountability Return submission the Council is required to provide for audit explanations for significant 
variances between the 2022/23 and 2023/24 figures in Section 2. Such explanations support the Council's own understanding of its financial 
performance. For 2023/24 the Council provided insufficient explanation of its variances because not all variances above the tolerance level were 
initially explained. Although explanations were subsequently obtained in future, the Council should provide an explanation for all significant 
variances as part of its AGAR submission.  

Not applicable.

28 August 2024

Horton Kirby and South Darenth Parish Council
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