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HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL 
Parish Office, Village Hall, Horton Road, South Darenth DA4 9AZ 

 
MINUTES of the ANNUAL MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on 

13th May 2024 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm 
 
 
Present:   Cllrs I Blackamore Vice, D Holland, D Mitchell, T Moyle, C Page, H Rohard 
 
  County Councillor R Gough 
    Sevenoaks District Cllrs L Ball, A White  

 
Members of the public: 5 including Mr M Dunn from DRiPS   

  
In attendance: L Johnson, Parish Clerk 
 
The meeting started at 7.34pm 
        
 
1  ELECTION OF CHAIR FOR 2024-25 
Resolved: That Cllr Dawn Mitchell be elected as Chair for 2024 – 25. 
Cllr Mitchell signed the declaration of acceptance of office. 
Cllr Peter Rushbrook resigned as Parish Councillor on the 9th April 2024 with immediate effect. 
 
2 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
None received. 
 
3 DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
None received. 

4 ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIR FOR 2024 - 25 
Resolved: Cllr Heather Rohard was elected as Vice Chair for 2024-25. 
 
5 REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Cllr Gough reported that he would be discussing the length of time taken to clear the debris from 
the River Darent, which caused flooding to Franks Lane and further downstream in Horton 
Kirby, at a forthcoming meeting with regional managers from the Environment Agency. 
Recent roadworks had included pathing to Lombard Street and another chevron would be 
installed at the Horton Road/Bull Hill junction.  
Cllr Gough also confirmed that Cllr Rohard had bee in contact with reference to community bus 
provisions. 
 
Cllr Roger Gough left at 7.40pm to attend another meeting. 
 
6 MINUTES 
Resolved: the minutes of the last meeting held on the 8th April 2024 were signed as a true record. 
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7 MATTERS ARISING 
64 Matters Arising 
Minute 131: Strip of land at East Hill/Paddock Close. In progress 
143 Public questions and Correspondence  
Clerk to send Cllr McGarvey copy of PC burial ground map. In progress 
207 Youth Provision 
Cllr Rohard advised that the trustees of the Sevenoaks and Youth Trust were no longer providing 
outreach services. 
 
All other items were completed, referred to the relevant Committee or appear as an agenda item 
 
8 POLICE MATTERS 
PC Wayne Owen gave his apologies but would visit the Parish office to update the Clerk. 
 
9      REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Cllr White reported that he had recently met PC Wayne Owen and as a result of an increase in 
members of the public reporting cases such as ASB and fly-tipping, the aera was being patrolled 
more regularly. PC Owen was hoping to attend the war space coffee meeting at the church in 
New Road on Fridays between 11am to 2.00pm. 
Cllrs White and Ball had met with environmental enforcers referencing the sharp increase in 
numbers of waste being illegally fly tipped in HK & SD. They were acutely aware of the of the 
number of cases being dealt with and were told that action is currently being taken. Both 
Councillors had requested to join enforcement officers when they were next patrolling and 
checking credentials for waste carrier vehicles. 
Cllr White had sent photographs to  SDC and KCC ecology team of the bright lights at Pedham 
Place to investigate whether this would have an adverse effect on wild & bird life prior to 
assessments being carried out with regards to any potential development of the site in the future. 
Cllr White attended a patient participation group for the Braeside and Devon Road doctor 
surgeries and their forthcoming merger. Letters will be sent out to all patients advising that 
services such as e-Consult, repeat prescriptions may not be available for a few days whilst their 
computer services were being merged. 
Following a re-shuffle at Sevenoaks District Council Cabinet, from 14th May 24, Cllr Laurence 
Ball would be the District council chair and Cllr White would be on 5 different Committees. 
 
10 QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC and CORRESPONDENCE 
There were no questions.  
Correspondence was received from Malcolm Dunn DRiPS – River Darent report, February 2024 
(attach.1) 
Invitation from DRiPS for 20th May ‘Life on a riverbank near you’ (attach. 2) 
Eynsford, Crockenhill & Farningham Parish Councils – Request for Quotation for Regulation 19 
Planning Support.(attach 3) 
Malcolm Dunn – Village Fete Saturday 4th May: 
Hi Lisa. Good to meet up with you and the Parish Councillors at the Fete. A great day and well 
attended. The Parish table was busy all day. The subject of the proposed Pedham Town came up 
repeatedly. This is of great concern. Things are still at the proposal stage. Farningham PC and their 
residents are totally against the entire plan. Most alarmingly, there is no plan to upgrade the busy 
junction 3 at the top of Farningham Hill in the plan. Things are difficult enough on occasions there 
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without this new town. On a lighter note the ice cream van did a roaring trade all day. Thanks to Dawn 
and you and the Councillors for a really good Fete.  Kind regards, Malcolm DRiPS 
 
KCC Public rights of Way – Resurface path from Sation Road, South Darenth to Westminster 
field: 

1) The material used to carry out the works is quarried limestone aggregate – selected to have 
the minimum ecological impact (being the nearest practical match to the local geology) and 
went through the Environment Agency’s approval process, which includes consideration of 
the impact on the health of the river. No cement or concrete was used. Edgings were not 
specified as it will result in a softer, less artificial look to the path once the vegetation starts 
to establish. The points where there is potential wash-off of the material into the river have 
already been noted. These are predominantly where dog owners allow their dogs to enter 
and leave the river (in itself poor environmental practice and causes erosion to the banks). 
Additional works have been specified to further protect these areas. 

2) The low spots by the long section of retaining wall have already been noted and this is being 
addressed. Despite the fact that far more material was used that was originally specified, the 
work was carried out at the worst time of year and it is impossible to correct lay, level and 
compact unbound aggregate properly when the underlying ground is effectively a stiff soup! 
More material is to be laid now that the weather is improving and the ground is drying out. 

 The work order for the extra works has been issued and I am just waiting for a date when 
 they can get back and complete them. 
 

11     MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES, OTHER BODIES AND SPECIAL 
INTEREST ROLES:  

The following appointments were Resolved: 
 
Halls Committee 
Chair  - Cllr Terry Moyle 
Vice Chair – Cllr Christine Page 
Cllrs Ian Blackamore, Heather Rohard, Dawn Mitchell (Chair and Vice-Chair will 
substitute for each other) 
Representatives of hall users (non-voting members) – to be confirmed 
 
Recreation and Open Spaces Committee (ROS) 
Chair  - Cllr Ian Blackamore 
Vice Chair  - Cllr Dave Hollands 
Cllrs  - Dawn Mitchell, Christine Page, Heather Rohard (Chair and Vice-Chair will 
substitute for each other) 
Non-voting members: SDFC L. Tow plus 1 other, Allotments: Dagmar Ramsden 
 
Grants Committee     DRIPS 
D Mitchell and H Rohard    Malcolm Dunn 
Cllrs T Moyle, C Page,  
        
Planning Inspectors    Footpaths  
Cllrs H Rohard, D Hollands    Cllrs T Moyle, H Rohard  
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HR & Complaints Group        Anthony Roper Charity   
Chair – Cllr H Rohard    Cllr T Moyle, Malcolm Green 
Cllrs D Mitchell, C Page, I Blackamore  Rick Campbelton 
        
Wessex Solar Working Group   Internal Auditor 
Cllrs I Blackamore, H Rohard   Mike Platten. April Skies Accounting 
MoP Mr N Machin, Mr R House      
 
Internal inspection of accounts August 23 & May 24 
Cllr H Rohard & I Blackamore 
Any Councillor may visit the Parish Office to inspect systems and accounts.  
 
Special Interest roles: 
Community: to promote good community relations with Parish Council and residents  -    
Cllrs C Page and D Hollands 
 
Allotments: Cllrs C Page, T Moyle, D Hollands  Water Hydrants: Cllr C Page 
        
Burial Grounds: Cllrs C Page, T Moyle, D Hollands   
  
12 CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2024-25 
Parish Council meetings to be held on the first Monday of the month except when it 
falls on a Bank Holiday, then will be held the following Monday at 7.30pm. The Parish 
Council will be in recess during August. 
 
The Halls Committee to meet bi-monthly (January, March, May, July, September, and 
November) on the third Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm 
 
The Recreation and Open Spaces Committee to meet on the fourth Monday of every 
month at 7.30pm. The Committee Chair may amend any monthly meetings to a working 
party meeting at their discretion. August meeting on the first Monday of the month. 
December meeting will be Monday 2024 
 
The Grants Committee will meet annually, January 2025 to determine the award of 
grants to applicants received by 31st December 2024. 
 
The HR Committee will meet twice per year, June and December, and will meet 
additionally when required. 
   
13 GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE 
The Parish Council  currently consists of  6 Councillors, 5 elected and  1 co-opted, plus a 
CiLCA qualified Clerk. It was confirmed that as the PC cannot meet the required 2/3 of 
elected councillors, it can no longer hold the General Power of Competence as per the 
Localism Act 2011, sections 1 to 8.  
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14 PARISH CALENDAR OF POLICIES 
Received by Parish Councillors. There were no comments or questions. 
 
15 HK & SD PARISH COUNCIL RISK ASSESSMENT 
The updated annual risk assessment was received and adopted. There were no questions. 
 
16   STANDING ORDERS 
The NALC Model Standard Orders 2018 (England) updated April 2022 were received 
with no amendments and therefore adopted. 
  
17 NALC MEMBERSHIP 
The invoice from NALC was received for renewal of membership for the 2024/25 
financial year. This was unanimously approved. 
Resolved: To pay NALC £1234.20  
 
18 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
The schedule of accounts were received and payments to the value of £ 25,188.90 were approved 
for payment by the Council.  
 
19 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
Cllr Mitchell confirmed that due to the Parish Council having a stall at the recent St. George’s 
Day fete along with other local groups including DRiPS, the Scouts and British Legion, there 
would be no Annual Parish Meeting in 2024. 
 
20 PLANNING 
24/00900/FUL 
Land Opposite Mussenden Farm 
Mussenden Lane 
Horton Kirby 
Kent 
Erection of a sand school with timber fence and gate, replacement of existing gate and 
new disabled toilet. 
Resolved: Objection as previous applications 
 
21 TOP PADDOCK, EAST HILL, SOUTH DARENTH 
Cllr Rohard declared a non-pecuniary interest as a resident on East Hill and would not be voting. 
 
Prior to installing new palisade fencing along the southern border of the Top Paddock, it was 
discovered that the buried high voltage cable was directly below the fence line and not within two 
metres inside the Top Paddock as the Cable Easement documents with Seeboard in 1989 
indicated. The new fencing would have to be moved 18 inches inside the paddock to prevent 
damaging the cable. After discussion, Councillors agreed this was the most convenient option as 
the Land Registry Certificate is proof of ownership of land and high voltage markers would be 
purchased and sited at the exact spot for the residents that had access to the rear of their 
properties for parking. 
Action: Clerk to order specific high voltage markers and arrange for their installation. 
 
 

mailto:office@hksdparishcouncil.co.uk
http://www.hksdparishcouncil.co.uk/


 6 
 

office@hksdparishcouncil.co.uk 01322 865193 www.hksdparishcouncil.co.uk 

22 TOILET BLOCK, HEATHSIDE 
Further vandalism to the multi-use toilet in the Heathside had resulted in the water being turned 
off to prevent flooding. The door could not be locked as this had also been bent out of shape. 
Councillors agreed that a fence with a gate at the entrance to the Heathside on Horton Road 
joining up to the British Rail fence at the bottom of the railway embankment, should be installed 
before any repairs were carried out to the toilet block. 
Resolved: Planning permission to be sought for a 2.4m high fence was proposed by Cllr Mitchell 
and seconded by Cllr Rohard with all in favour.  
Clerk pointed out that there was a strip of land owned by Hawkspare in between Parish council 
entrance and the British Rail fence.  
The Parish Council’s insurers had been contacted and confirmed that a claim for all damages 
caused could be submitted if proposed. Fencing would be welcomed by the Insurance company 
and local police advised any deterrents put in place were a viable option. 
MAC Containers had purposely built the original toilet block and had informed the Clerk that 
they would recommend getting a replacement unit rather than carry out repairs. 
Action: Cllr Mitchell proposed that a replacement should be purchased comprising of 1 unit 
which catered for everyone. Cllr Page seconded . 
Cllr Rohard said that one toilet would not be adequate at events such as Fireworks or the 
summer fetes but could possibly hire portaloos for such occasions.  
 
23        80th ANNIVERSARY OF THE D- DAY LANDINGS, 6TH JUNE 2024 
Cllr Moyle confirmed that all arrangements had been confirmed for Thursday 6th June in the 
Village hall, 7.30- 9.30pm. There would be live music from the 1940’s, the W.I. would be 
providing refreshments to purchase, historical display boards and a beacon would be lit at 
9.15pm as part of the National Beacon Lighting program. 
Cllr Moyle thanked the ‘regular’ volunteers who posted out the Newsletters and wouldn’t take 
advantage of this by asking to post flyers of this event and added that it would be well advertised 
through local shops, notice boards, Horton Kirby School parent mail and Southdowns 
 
24 WEBSITE/SOCIAL MEDIA/NEWSLETTER ITEMS 
The deadline for copy to go into the summer newsletter was 31st May and be sent in word format 
to Cllr Dawn Mitchell.  
The St. Georges Day fete was well attended and the public were treated to a display by the 
energetic dogs of ‘Ballbuster Flyball Club’ and  Kate Barnes children’s theatre and music group. 
Joel Kentish was presented with a framed certificate ‘Community Achievement Award’ thanking 
him for his tireless efforts in keeping our community litter free by Councillor Christine Page on 
behalf of the Parish Council. 
 A good number of surveys were completed on the Parish Council stall to find out what residents 
from Horton Kirby, South Darenth and further afield thought about their local area. Henry 
McInerney’s questionnaire was pulled out of the hat and is the lucky winner of a £50 Amazon 
voucher. The Clerk has left a message for him but has yet to receive a reply. If anyone knows 
Henry, please ask him to contact Lisa at the office.  
Cllr Page was asked if she would establish whether St. Mary’s church would be organising a 
Christmas bazaar this year. 
Action. 
Results of the Surveys which had been completed at St. Georges day fete had been summarised 
by the Clerk. Cllr Mitchell instructed the Clerk to enquire if the events company that were 
organising the firework show used ‘quiet fireworks’ as approximately 50% had indicated they 
would be preferred 
Action: Clerk 
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25 HR COMMITTEE MATTERS 
Cllr Rohard confirmed that the new Assistant Parish Clerk is Vanessa Maskery who would be 
starting on the 17th May.  
 
26 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
Monday 3rd June 2024.. 
The meeting finished at 8.40 pm 
 
 
Chair ____________________________________             Date _____________________ 
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