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HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on
6th June 2022 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm
Present: 
 R Rushbrook (Chair) R House (Vice Chair)
Cllrs I Blackamore,  D Mitchell, C Page, J Stewart
Cllr P McGarvey, 

 Approx. 24 members of the public including M Dunn, DRiPS, D Hollands and S Dove,  
 SPCA. 
In attendance: L Johnson, Parish Clerk

27
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Received in advance from Cllr’s Hughes, Moyle and Stead plus KCC Cllr Gough.
28
DECLARATION OF INTEREST
None received.

29
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the minutes of the last meeting held 9th May 2022 be approved and signed as a true record.

30
MATTERS ARISING

188 CCTV Policy: Clerk to produce CCTV Policy. In progress
189 COMPLAINTS POLICY: Clerk to review Complaints Policy. In progress                                                                                                                        

131 2022 Calendar: Strip of Land on East Hill/Paddock Close – awaiting response. Rec’d and replied to SDMC 10 Mar 22 guarantee of open space.
25 Westminster Field Report: Cllr Stewart to produce summary of Parish council’s involvement with football pitches at WF. Deferred until July because of Jubilee fete

31
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC & CORRESPONDENCE
Residents from Top Dartford road gave their objections to the Franks Farm planning application for the erection of new storage, cold store building and polytunnels, creation of new farm access road and new non-impounding irrigation reservoir and associated works. Chair Rushbrook thanked residents and advised that the Parish Council would take into account residents remarks when replying to Sevenoaks District Council. Cllr McGarvey would take up the issue with SDC that many affected householders had not been included on the list of neighbours consulted which had happened to a different p.a. recently. Cllr Stewart reiterated that it was vitally important for each individual property to also log their objections on the on-line portal as the Parish Council could register as just one voice.
ACTION: Clerk 

Correspondence:

 1)
Arriva 414 Bus Service - Resident asking if PC would put pressure on Arriva regarding the 414 service to deliver an hourly bus service as it has been very sporadic of late. Many residents in SD & HK rely on this service as they no longer drive and cannot afford taxi’s. 

Clerk  contacted Arriva 12 Apr and they replied “ We are very sorry for the inconvenience residents are experiencing. Services are failing to run as we simply do not have enough drivers to drive them. We are Struggling to recruit despite publicity and many left to take up the national call for HGV jobs. Every effort will continue to be made to operate all scheduled journeys in future while we continue recruiting and training new drivers”.

ACTION: Clerk to write to Arriva 

2)
Parking around School Lane/Carleton Place Junction – resident would like to ask if the PC will ask fellow residents if they would support yellow lines around this corner as KCC website suggests looking for PC support.

Chair Rushbrook commented that KCC Highways were reluctant to put yellow lines in areas that they know cannot be enforced. It would also redistribute vehicles along other lanes in what is already a village suffering from excessive cars parking on the streets.

ACTION: Clerk to reply to resident.
3)
Shoreham resident copied in HK & SD PC an email sent to Darent Valley parishes as well as laura Trott/KCC/SDC Kent and Metropolitan Police regarding threatening behaviour and animal cruelty and theft in the Darent Valley and Orpington areas.
Noted

4)
Poll regarding the future of the Old School Building -  unreasonable to expect resident to respond to the detailed points of the questionnaire without adequate information concerning each questions at this stage.

Would also like to see tangible benefits the community would get from such an undertaking. Is more than happy to speak further on this with relevant Councillors.
ACTION: Clerk to reply to resident.
The Chair then motioned for Agenda item number 14, Planning be brought forward:
32
PLANNING

To following were considered, none were received by the clerk after the agenda had been served to Councillors:

22/01173/FUL

Franks Farm

Dartford Road

Horton Kirby

Kent DA4 9HX
Erection of new storage and cold store building and creation of new farm access road
ACTION: Objection and reasons:
Traffic generation/highway safety – new access road is near to brow of hill, large slow turning lorries will be hazardous. Despite the speed limit being reduced to 40mph along this stretch of the A225 due to numerous accidents, cars still speed and overtake as it is a long straight road. The A225 has also seen an increase in volume of heavy farm vehicles and 40 tonne lorries going to the AWD in Horton Kirby and there are long queues when the nearby Dartford tunnel and M25 have had a R.T.A.

Design, appearance & materials - Industrial large scale storage, cold store building and lorry park area excessive for this green belt area and a grey building will not blend in. 

Noise, smells and disturbance - noise and light pollution unacceptable to nearby residents with continual operations around the clock.

No employment benefit to local community as majority

of Chambers employees are seasonal workers from Europe. More caravans therefore required which will expand large area of caravan site further.

Visual amenity – will have detrimental visual impact to Farningham woods, an ancient and semi-natural woodland area, local nature reserve and SSSI
22/01172/FUL

Franks Farm

Dartford Road

Horton Kirby

Kent DA4 9HX
Erection of polytunnels and creation of new non-impounding irrigation reservoir and associated works.
ACTION: Objection and reason:

Visual amenity – creation of large number of poly tunnels in addition to Homefield farm adjacent to this site is unacceptable in an AONB and close to ancient Farningham woods, a SSSI.

Will also be visible to nearby housing as well as properties in Horton Kirby & South Darenth on the opposite of the valley.                                                                                                                                                
22/01246/FUL

Land south West of Court Lodge Farm

Stack Lane

Horton Kirby

Kent DA4 9DU
Demolition of existing barn and outbuilding with the erection of 5 no. dwellings associated amenity space, parking and landscaping works.
ACTION: Objection and reason:

Noise, smells and disturbance – these 5 houses would be adjacent to the Anaerobic Waste digester which is operational 24 hours per day
22/00341/FUL

The Lock Up Garages

Lombard Street

Horton Kirby

Kent DA4 9DF
Appeal for demolition of existing garages and erection of two x 3 bed dwellings together with landscaping and parking.
ACTION: Support and comments: 
Will take cars off the road and improve highway safety. 

Will improve & enhance general street scene of that section of Lombard St. which is a gateway into the village.

Will help with the unmet housing need in area

33
LOMBARD STREET PARKING AND OAKVIEW STUD FARM
A multi-agency zoom meeting had been held on the 6th June between various KCC and SDC departments, plus clerk and Cllrs from HKSD, of which notes are attached. Cllr House said that he now felt that SDC and KCC had fully taken on board the criticisms levelled at them due to lack of response and is convinced they will carry out actions as far as the constraints of the law and legal process permits. At the meeting it was considered an almost impossible task to resolve street parking without solving the cause itself. SDC are adamant that onsite parking is not appropriate due to green belt restrictions, unless they can declare special circumstances which would not necessarily be passed by planning. Cllr Mitchell reiterated Gavin Dunn’s invitation to any residents who wished to see the operations at Oakview Stud Farm  to get in touch directly.
The verge on the East side of Lombard Street had deteriorated and KCC highways would install wooden bollards to prevent further damage.

ACTION: Clerk to forward notes and post on notice boards/social media.
34
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR
In Cllr Gough’s absence, Clerk read out that “on Horton Road/Bull Hill junction, Whitney Gwillim, Schemes officer  had an engineer working through data and would be convening a meeting with the relevant officers and Parish Council within the next few weeks.
35
  REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
Cllr McGarvey had sent through his District Councillors report for May 2022 of which a copy is attached.
Cllr McGarvey requested that HK &SD, Sutton-at-Hone and Farningham Parishes all liaise with each other with regards to the Franks farm planning applications.
36
POLICE MATTERS
There was no PCSO present and no report received.

37
  OLD SCHOOL BUILDING

In order to secure the Old School Building, next to the Village hall, Cllr House explained that there is a set procedure for a Parish Council to be able to apply for a Public Works Loan. The first being that it has to demonstrate that it has sought direction through a public poll of residents within it’s Parish, hence the publication of the ‘Public Consultation Poll’ (copy attached to the Minutes) which has been published on the website, Facebook, village noticeboards and was readily available at The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Fete on the 2nd June. A copy will also be published in the July Newsletter which is posted through every household in HK & SD. The poll asks if the Parish Council should go ahead and investigate a loan of £800k and would pay the extra precept amount, or be community funded through a business or to not continue at all.
Cllr Stewart added that by placing an intent to bid with Lewisham Borough Council, who currently own the site, a 6 month moratorium has been placed on the sale. However, LBC are not obliged to accept an offer from HK& SD PC should they make one at the end of this period.

Cllr House continued that the moratorium period is to help the Parish Council follow the procedure set out and look into costings, business plan etc but felt that the length of time was inadequate and would not advise the PC to take on such financial liability. As a guide, using the current rate of interest, which changes on a daily basis, a loan of £800k based on a 50 year period on interest only would add an extra £15 to each  households (within the Parish) precept per year.
Two organisation have made offers in excess of the asking price of £600,000 and Councillors are very concerned about the effect this will have on parking in and around the village hall and any detrimental effect on hall bookings.
Cllr Rushbrook pointed out that of the 1500 – 2000 people that attended the fete, only 10 had filled in the poll. As time was limited he encouraged everyone to complete and return as soon as possible.

ACTION: Poll to be advertised in Newsletter, social media, noticeboards. Cllrs to continue with investigating business plan and expenditure/potential income streams.
38
 HALLS COMMITTEE

The approved Minutes from December 2021 were received  for information only.

39
ROS COMMITTEE

The approved Minutes from November and December 21 were received  for information only.

40
JUBILEE BENCH

Proposed by Cllr House, seconded by Cllr Stewart and all in favour that

RESOLVED: that two Standard Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Commemoration benches are to be purchased at £1075 + vat and delivery to be sited on the village green in from of the village hall. The two benches already on the green will be moved to Westminster field

ACTION: Clerk to place order
41
WEBSITE/SOCIAL MEDIA/NEWSLETTER ITEMS

Date for copy was 31st May, Cllr Mitchell will work on next edition to be distributed in July.
42
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

4th July 2022

Meeting closed at 8.52pm
Chair: 



Date:                        
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