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HORTON KIRBY AND SOUTH DARENTH PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES of the MEETING of the PARISH COUNCIL held on
10th January 2022 in the Village Hall, South Darenth at 7.30 pm
Present: 
 R Rushbrook (Chair) R House (Vice Chair)
Cllrs I Blackamore, D Mitchell, T Moyle, C Page, M Stead, J Stewart
Cllr P McGarvey


 17 members of the public including M Dunn, DRiPS, D Hollands and S Dove, SPCA, 

   had signed the attendance record although more were present. 
In attendance: L Johnson, Parish Clerk

154
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Received from Cllr R Gough.
155
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None received.

156
MINUTES OF LAST MEETING

RESOLVED that the minutes of the last meeting held 6th December 2021 be approved and signed as a true record.

157
MATTERS ARISING

Minute 61 Internal Audit Report: Clerk to open additional bank accounts as soon as able to. 
188 CCTV Policy:. In progress

189 Complaints Policy: Review Complaints Policy. In progress                                                                                                                        

39 Q’s from the Public & Correspondence

Bexley Cottages Layby – check to see if there are historical documents indicating users of layby. Nothing discovered as of 30/11/21
119 Q’s from Public: Cllr Stewart to investigate costs for first aid CPR course

Clerk to contact SDFC Juniors to find out how many girls attend, female squads. 
RH to look into funding those who are unable to pay to enter after school activities

131 2022 Calendar: TM, CP, TM to work on Jubilee, Clerk to assist.
Clerk to write up calendar dates and publish, finalising allotment & burial ground inspection dates

63 SDMC Land at corner of East Hill/Paddock Close: write to SDMC and offer £50 plus solicitor fee. Awaiting response.

All other matters were completed or will appear as an agenda item.

158
POLICE MATTERS
Local Parish Monthly received from PCSO Arran Ostridge and Lauren Bruce.
      FARNINGHAM, HORTON KIRBY, SOUTH DARENTH
Reports of fraud in both Ash and Hartley has also been reported here. Please make sure to know who you are talking with and again do not give out any bank details to unknown numbers even if they are claiming to be relatives. 

Multiple reports of animals straying from their fields were reported into us. Be sure to report this to us to prevent further accidents to road users or any harm to livestock. If you do own land or a farm with animals please ensure that gates are locked and fencing is secure so animals are  unable to get out. Vehicles have been damaged where horses have got out and bolted from their owners causing significant damage to parked cars. 

One report of obstruction was reported into us. Parking is a problem in many areas around the UK due to the amount of cars that are now on the road. Can car owners be mindful of where they are parking and make sure that they are not obstructing driveways or access points. Police have limited powers surronding parking unless it is blocking roads or acces points and it is ultimately down to the council to arrange parking or to move vehicles.
159
QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC & CORRESPONDENCE
Many residents from Coopers and Paddock Close were present as they had received an anonymous note to say that the Parish Council had sold the ‘Top Paddock’ for houses to be built on. Also present were residents from East Hill. Cllr Rushbrook assured that this was incorrect and item 10 on the agenda was to consider registering all Parish Council owned green spaces with an organisation to preserve them. Residents queried if any restrictive covenants were in place to which the Clerk replied that the agreement between Mr Potts and HKPC, October 1954, stated the 2 paddocks were for no other purpose other than a playing field, November 1968 correspondence from Dartford Rural District included a draft layout of proposed residential development and 2 parcels of land to be reserved for playing fields and May 1970 South Darenth Co-ownership Housing Society in exchange of surrendering half of the Top Paddock, the Top and Bottom Paddocks would be transferred to HK & SD Parish Council. The clerk had insufficient time to investigate further whether the previous covenants were applicable and may have to seek legal advice on this.
A member of the public (MoP) asked why Cllr Mitchell had started a group, initially via Facebook, inviting residents to join an informal steering group regarding the Top Paddock and as a result the idea of housing was included in the summary. Clerk advised that this was not via the official Parish Council website. Cllr Rushbrook reiterated that this was not on behalf of the Parish Council but would look further into the matter. MoP requested that it is reasonable for residents to be told of any changes and wanted reassurance that any information is made clear enough and the Parish Council had an obligation to keep them informed. A Member of the public asked if they could address Dawn Mitchell directly and the chair stated that this was not a forum for direct questioning to individuals but a 'questions from the public' item. Cllr Rushbrook stated that any updates are posted on the website, noticeboards and published in the Newsletter.
ACTION: Cllr Rushbrook to investigate further. 
Resident of Horton Kirby raised questions about the apparent lack of action from Sevenoaks District Council and Highways regarding the ongoing problems caused by cars parked along the length of Lombard Street, which was a result of businesses operating within Oakview Stud Farm, plus the various enforcement notices not followed up and infringement of planning applications. An extra ordinary meeting with all the various agencies involved was requested by the MoP. Another MoP stated that the district and county councils should address the core of the problem, i.e. parking within the Stud Farm which will resolve the collateral damage that the residents have to suffer – bollards and double yellow lines. A Lombard Street resident asked for consultation prior to any double yellow lines being installed as they were fearful that it would result in them being unable to park near their home.
Cllr Rushbrook asked Sevenoaks District Councillor McGarvey to respond. 
Cllr McGarvey reported that the bollards were an interim measure and there would be consultation over the yellow lines which would be to allow for cars to pass. Cllr McGarvey will investigate why nearby residents have not been informed of recent planning decisions as they should have been. The application for a car park on Lombard Street had been approved but the erection of 2 x semi-detached houses had been refused. Cllr McGarvey explained that the continuing problem was that several enforcement notices had been served but had been ignored. Cllr McGarvey gave his email address for those who were concerned about planning applications.
Cllr Rushbrook added that this was a very contentious issue and a debate would be welcome. He thanked all those who had attended to voice their concerns. Councillors could always be contacted via their email addresses which were available via the website or Newsletter in addition to the monthly Parish Council meetings.

ACTION: Clerk to arrange a public meeting with KCC/SDC and all departments involved.
Correspondence was received from:

Horton Kirby resident with photo’s showing an ambulance unable to get through Lombard Street due to the number of parked vehicles on both sides of the road. Also, drains are blocked with the large vehicles churning up soil and mud.

Richard Abel wrote in to confirm his retirement on 31st March 2022. The Councillors would like to wish him well.
Ben Reynolds, Lead Youth Worker, west Kent Housing:

“As expected the darker nights have bought a reduction on the numbers I see, due to either migration to a new well-lit area or staying indoors. I no longer see young people on the any of the greens. I have seen a few around the Co-op, as it’s very well lit, but these were just young people popping to the shops, we introduced ourselves and gave them a brief overview of what we do. 

I’m glad to say that I get recognised from my days spent at the both the family events I attended, so thank you very much for the invite. 

We will continue doing detached work on all but the first Monday of every month. If there are any areas that are coming up you think I should focus detached work in I’m happy to amend my route”.
160
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR
Cllr Gough sent in the following;
- Franks Lane bridge. A job has been raised to replace the missing signs; they are being manufactured and should be installed by the end of February 

- Lombard Street.. With regard to the black and white posts, KCC Highways is looking to install more towards the Mussenden Lane/ Rays Hill end. However, he would be grateful for a view from the PC as to whether or not this would be desirable. Would you be so kind as to feed back any views from tonight’s PC meeting?

- Also on Lombard Street - consultation on yellow line proposals should start shortly (this month)

161
REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
Cllr McGarvey had nothing further to add.
162
ROS COMMITTEE
The approved Minutes from meetings held in April and June 2021 were received  for information only.
163 
GREEN SPACES
Cllr Rushbrook  suggested to Councillors that all the green spaces owned by the Parish Council should be protected by signing up to either the ‘Open Spaces Society’ or ‘Fields in Trust’ or similar organisations that protect land from future development and give rights of recreation to all that wish to use it for recreational purposes. Cllr House proposed to accept this suggestion, Cllr Moyle seconded and all were in favour.
RESOLVED: Cllr Rushbrook to find the most suitable organisation to register the Parish Council’s green spaces to remain as such.
Cllr Rushbrook praised the work already carried out by Cllr Stewart in the ‘Bottom Paddock’ in starting a wildflower meadow area and said it was disappointing that someone living nearby had chosen to dump the branches they had cut off their trees onto the same area. He asked the public to be vigilant with fly tipping and to report to the Parish Council if witnessed.

Cllr Stewart explained that with the help of a few volunteers, work had already begun on Saturday mornings at 10am but more volunteers were needed. It is the aim of the ROS Committee and the Parish Council to develop the green spaces and have signs made so that local people and visitors to the area could identify that the Parish Council owned them, the name of the area and contact details. This would lead to a natural green walk throughout the Parish and hopefully extend beyond that. A resident from East Hill asked why this could not also be applied to the Top Paddock, she had been part of the Facebook group which originally had similar ideas but developed into a house building project.
Cllr Mitchell addressed members of the public and said that as Cllr Stewart had been developing the Bottom Paddock, she wanted to send out an open invitation to residents to join a group to discuss options for the Top Paddock. This was carried out as a member of the public and not as a Councillor. Ideas could then be sent back to the Parish Council for them to consider. One, out of twelve ideas put forward, was housing and therefore included. This would have as much weight as the other options. The person who put this through would remain anonymous. Cllr Mitchell stated she  had no knowledge of who started the rumour regarding housing plans.
Cllr Rushbrook had previously set up a volunteering Facebook page as part of the ROS Committee to reach out to everyone and perhaps Cllr Stewart would like to take this over.

164
 ANTHONY ROPER TRUST
Secretary of the Anthony Roper trust had requested the Parish council to nominate Roy Cockburn to remain as a trustee for the parish of HK & SD for the period of one year from February 2022 and to appoint a Parish Councillor to replace Mrs Gillian Tripp as she had decided to step down after many years of sitting on the committee.
Cllr House proposed Mr Roy Cockburn continue to act as a trustee for the period of 1 year commencing February 2022. Cllr Moyle seconded and all were in favour. RESOLVED
Cllr Stewart proposed that Cllr Terry Moyle be appointed to replace Mrs Gillian Tripp as trustee to commence February 2022 for a period of 4 years. Cllr Rushbrook seconded and all were in favour. RESOLVED

ACTION: Clerk to inform secretary of the Anthony Roper Trust.
165 PLANNING

21/04245/HOUSE

49 Saxon Place

Horton Kirby

Kent DA4 9JQ
Proposed extension to the existing roof to allow for the construction of a first floor box room and bathroom and ground floor entrance porch.

NO OBJECTION
166
THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS

Cllr Moyle advised that the lighting of the beacon would now be at 9.45pm. Cllr Stewart was disappointed that bouncy castle companies had not replied. Other ideas were to contact Scouts for their assistance, various food stalls, commemorative mugs, local pubs and shops and live music/open mic by invitation for the evening up to the beacon lighting. Imperative that the working group of Cllr’s Moyle, Page and Stewart along with the Clerk make headway with the plans.
ACTION: Cllrs Page, Moyle, Stewart and the Clerk to arrange zoom meeting asap.
167
FUTURE PROJECTS
As part of the ROS green pathway project throughout the Parish, Cllr Rushbrook produced details of signs that can be purchased via the ‘Welcome Back Fund’ to be placed on all green spaces to display its name, Parish council contact details and possibly the history. Prices to be submitted by the end of March if funding is to be obtained.

Cllr Moyle reminded Councillors that the ‘Walking Tour ‘ book was available from the Local History Society at £1 per copy.

A MoP suggested contacting South Eastern Railways as they could display a village orientated map from Farningham road Station.
ACTION: Clerk to obtain details in order to submit application to SDC ‘Welcome Back Fund’
168
2022-23 BUDGET AND PRECEPT

The Council was unable to ratify the budgets and precept for 2022-23 until Halls Committee have their meeting to confirm their budgets. Meeting to take place Monday 17th January 22. Precept must be sent to S.D.C. before the end of January.
ACTION: Halls committee to meet and resolve budget prior to full Council ratifying precept and budgets.

169
FINANCIAL MATTERS

Schedule of Accounts
The schedule of accounts and payments for January were approved for payments to be made electronically.
ACTION: Clerk
170
 WEBSITE/SOCIAL MEDIA/NEWSLETTER ITEMS
Deadline for copy for the Parish Newsletter is 31 January. Cllr House would like a parking survey to be included. Clerk would like Calendar of Council meetings and inspections included. Calendar also to be put on notice boards and website. 
ACTION: Clerk to send information to Cllr Mitchell

171
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Monday 3rd February 2022. 
Meeting closed at 8.50pm
Chair: 



Date:                        
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